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"He  only  deserves  to  be  remembered  by  posterity  who  treasures  up  and  pre¬ 
serves  the  history  of  his  ancestors.” — Edmund  Burke. 


FOREWORD 


.  REALIZING  the  tendency  of  a  great  many  folk 

\]  h)d  to  be  careless  about  keeping  family  records,  I 

have  undertaken  to  put  into  some  kind  of  form 
the  records  I  have  gathered  together,  for  the 
benefit  of  my  children  and  grandchildren. 
Some  of  the  records  are  copied  from  old 
Bibles  and  the  quaint  wording  is  retained.  This  quest  has  led  to 
a  friendly  correspondence  with  a  number  of  descendants  of  the 
three  Ashby  brothers,  Bladen,  Thompson  and  Silas,  who  came  out 
to  Kentucky  to  Boone’s  Station  some  time  before  1786.  This  cor¬ 
respondence  proved  helpful,  but  failed  to  establish  definitely  that 
much  desired  missing  link,  the  name  of  the  father  of  the  three 
brothers.  Most  of  the  descendants  have  complete  records  back  to 
three  brothers  in  Kentucky,  but  all  are  puzzled,  although  some 
have  theories,  as  to  what  the  name  of  the  father  was.  After  a  full 
consideration  of  all  available  records,  my  own  conclusion  is  that 
Ihomas  Ashby  and  Mary  McCullough  Ashby,  who  were  parents 
of  Hankisson  Ashby,  born  Feb.  6.  1757,  were  also  the  parents  of 
Bladen,  Thompson  and  Silas. 

I  have  corresponded  with  the  following  descendants  of  the 
three  brothers: 


Bladen  Ashby  descendant: 

Mrs.  Belie  Stauffer,  Nappanee,  Indiana. 


Thompson  Ashby  descendants: 

Mrs.  Howard  Ashby,  Roachdale,  Indiana. 

Mrs.  Benj.  G.  Keyte  (Ethel  Ashby),  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
iMr.  Ben  Carman,  Ladoga,  Ind. 


Silas  Ashby  descendants: 

Mrs.  Sarah  M.  Smith,  New  Burlington,  Ohio. 

Mrs.  Fannie  Ashby  Trout,  Bruceville,  Indiana. 

Mrs.  Roy  Garland  Williams  (Mary  Hansbrough),  Versailles,  Ky. 

Mrs.  F.  C.  Schofield  (Martha  Nickerson),  Palo  Alto,  California. 

Miss  Marguerite  Ullrich,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

In  addition  to  members  of  the  immediate  family,  I  have  con¬ 
sulted  Miss  Ida  W.  Ashby,  Richmond,  Va.;  Hon.  John  Warwick 
Rust,  Fairfax,  Va.;  Miss  Helen  W.  Turner,  Newport  News,  Va.; 
also  numerous  historians  and  genealogists.  I  have  personally 
searched  records  from  Washington,  D.  C.;  Richmond,  Virginia; 
Frankfort,  Shelbyville  and  Bardstown,  Kentucky,  and  others.  In 
my  search  of  the  numerous  records  at  hand  it  has  puzzled  me  to 
decide  which  would  be  of  greatest  interest  to  our  descendants. 

I  have  made  several  attempts  to  bring  this  family  history  to  a 
conclusion,  but  have  been  delayed  by  the  receipt  of  new  material, 
and  realize  that  it  will  never  be  fully  complete,  yet  will  have  it 
printed  now  in  order  that  the  work  thus  far  will  not  be  lost  and 
in  the  hope  that  these  records  will  attract  the  interest  of  others.  I 
will  gladly  welcome  any  corrections  or  additions. 

A  cultivation  of  a  pride  of  ancestry  is  not  for  the  purpose  of 
a  dependence  upon  it  for  our  standing  in  society,  but  rather  that 
we  may  so  live  as  to  vindicate  our  right  to  such  heritage. 

Ida  Reid  Ashby. 

(My  use  of  the  personal  pronoun  is  not-  done  in  the  spirit  of  self-esteem : 
rather,  it  seems  the  natural  thing  to  do.  If  I  were  relating  these  experiences  to 
my  dear  ones,  I  would  not  say:  " The  speaker  says  so  and  so;:}  therefore,  1  will 
not  use  the  word  "writer”  in  referring  to  myself .) 
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" Boast  not  these  titles  of  your  ancestors — Ben  Jonson. 


The  Ashby  Ancestry 


HE  Ashby  Family  in  England. 

The  Ashby  family  is  English  in  origin. 
Many  members  of  the  family  in  England  have 
attained  high  position  in  literature,  politics 
and  military  service.  The  name  is  derived 
from  the  Saxon  word  "ash”  and  the  Danish 
word  "bye,”  meaning  town.  The  ancient  castle  of  Ashby  in 
Leicestershire,  England,  is  first  mentioned  in  the  time  of  Edward 
the  Confessor,  who  died  in  1066.  At  the  time  of  the  Norman 
Conquest,  it  was  held  by  Hugh,  under  the  Countess  Judith,  to 
whom  it  was  presented  by  her  uncle,  William  the  Conqueror.  The 
castle  was  rebuilt  in  1480  by  Sir  William  Hastings.*  It  is  on  a 
height,  to  the  south  of  the  town  of  Ashby  de-la-Zouch.  It  was 
immortalized  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  Ivan  hoe.  The  following  is  a 
quotation  from  the  14th  chapter  of  lvanhoe: 


"Prince  John  held  his  high  festival  in  the  Castle  of  Ashby.  This 
was  not  the  same  building  of  which  the  stately  ruins  still  interest  the 
traveler,  and  which  was  erected  at  a  later  period  by  the  Lord  Hastings, 
High  Chamberlain  of  England,  one  of  the  Erst  victims  of  the  tyranny 
of  Richard  the  Third,  and  yet  better  known  as  one  of  Shakespeare’s 
characters  than  by  his  historical  fame.  The  castle  and  town  of  Ashby, 
at  this  time,  belonged  to  Roger  de  Quincy,  Earl  of  Winchester,  who, 
during  the  period  of  our  history,  was  absent  in  the  Holy  Land.  Prince 
John,  in  the  meanwhile,  occupied  his  castle,  and  disposed  of  his  do¬ 
mains  without  scruple;  and  seeking  at  present  to  dazzle  men’s  eyes  by 
his  hospitality  and  magnificence,  had  given  orders  for  great  prepara¬ 
tions,  in  order  to  render  the  banquet  as  splendid  as  possible.0 


This  old  castle  is  now  in  ruins. 


It  was  in  this  castle  that  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  passed  several 
months  in  captivity.  There  are  different  designs  for  the  coat  of 
arms  for  the  different  branches  of  the  family;  however,  the  only 


*  See  “The  Buckners  of  Virginia  and  Allied  Families  of  Strother  and  Ashby.” — Crosier. 
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motto  that  has  been  handed  down  of  which  we  have  record  is, 
''Be  just  and  fear  not.” 

Another  Ashby  castle  built  in  part  during  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  was  owned  by  Lord  Northampton  as  late  as  1909  and 
wras  in  good  repair.  It  is  situated  on  high  ground  above  the  river 
Neve  in  Northamptonshire.  The  balustrade  which  runs  around 
the  entire  edge  of  the  roof  of  the  castle  is  constructed  of  great 
stone  letters,  so  placed  as  to  show  verses  from  the  Gospels,  the 
same  form  of  decoration  being  repeated  in  the  balustrades  of  the 
numerous  stately  terraces. 


The  Ashby  Family  in  Virginia 


There  were  several  Ashbys  who  came  to  America  among  the 
first  settlers.  The  earliest  of  whom  we  have  record  is  John  Asbie, 
who  came  to  Jamestown  Aug.  6,  1607.  (Brown’s  Gen.  Kist.  of 
U.  S.,  p.  167.)  Edmund  Ashby  is  also  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 
of  Virginia,  and  Edward  Ashby  is  said  to  be  his  son.  Edward  is 
among  the  list  of  tithables  for  Northampton  County  in  1666,  but 
his  relation  to  the  Fauquier  County  Ashbys  is  not  known. 

This  Edward  is  said  to  be  the  father  of  John,  Robert  and 
Stephen,  whose  records  are  well  known,  but  this  cannot  be,  for 
these  men  are  mentioned  in  Thomas  Ashby,  Sr.’s,  will  and  John’s 
and  Robert’s  families  are  traced  in  Crozier’s  Buckners  of  Virginia, 
and  Stephen  and  family  went  to  Kentucky,  where  his  family  was 
killed  by  the  Indians.  Others  have  been  traced  since  and  they  are 
scattered  all  over  the  United  States. 


The  immediate  ancestor  of  the  Virginia  branch  of  the  Ashby 
family  was  Captain  Thomas  Ashby,  who  located  about  1*?00  in 
what  is  now  Fauquier  County  and  moved  later  into  the  Shenan¬ 
doah  Valley.  He  died  in  1752,  his  will  being  probated  in  Fred¬ 
erick  County  at  Winchester.  Frederick  County  in  that  day  com¬ 
prised  several  present  counties.  Fie  owned  a  large  estate,  which 
was  divided  among  the  following  children:  Thomas,  John, 
Robert,  Stephen,  Henry,  Benjamin,  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Rose  and 
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Ann.  John  Warwick  Rust  of  Fairfax,  Virginia,  has  the  original 
sheepskin  deed  which  went  to  Thomas  Ashby  by  Thomas  Lord 
Fairfax,  Baron  of  Cameron,  in  1747. 


His  son,  Captain  John,  born  1707  in  Fauquier  County,  loved 
adventure.  He  was  captain  in  the  2nd  Virginia  Rangers  and  com¬ 
manded  Fort  Ashby  from  1752-1754.  In  George  Washington's 
diary  and  letters  frequent  references  are  made  to  the  military 
services  of  Captain  John  Ashby.  There  is  much  written  about  him 
in  the  Virginia  records,  and  he  has  a  nephew,  Captain  John  Ashby, 
equally  famous.  As  Captain  John  Ashby  the  nephew,  known  as 
Captain  John  of  Belmont,  had  a  son,  spoken  of  as  Captain  John 
Ashby,  Jr.,  in  the  book  of  the  "Allied  Families  of  Buckner, 
Strother  and  Ashby,’’  these  three  Captain  Johns  are  frequently 
confused,  particularly  the  two  oldest,  whose  military  sendee  during 
the  Revolutionary  War  was  contemporaneous.  Washington  in  his 
diary,  "Journey  Across  the  Mountains,”  speaks  of  spending  a  night 
at  the  home  of  John  Ashby,  when  at  the  age  of  nineteen  Washing¬ 
ton  went  over  into  the  Shenandoah  Valley  to  survey  the  lands  for 
Lord  Fairfax.  Also  during  the  Braddock  campaign  in  the  French 

was  selected  by  Washington  to 
carry  the  news  of  Bradaock's  defeat  to  the  governor  at  Williams¬ 
burg.  He  made  the  journey  to  Williamsburg  and  back  with  such 
amazing  rapidity  that  the  feat  was  considered  a  remarkable  evi¬ 
dence  of  endurance,  courage  and  horsemanship. 


and  Indian  War,  Captain  Ashby 


Captain  John  Ashby  of  Belmont  took  up  large  grants  of  land 
in  Kentucky,  as  did  many  others  of  the  Ashby  family.  John  Ashby 
2nd  leaves  to  his  various  heirs  large  tracts  of  land  in  Kentucky; 


one  of  his  sons  was  named  Thomson,  but  this  is  not  the  same 
Thompson  who  is  brother  to  our  ancestor,  Silas.  However,  it  is  a 
clue  to  the  relationship  of  the  two  families,  Thompson  being  an 
unusual  given  name,  also  spelled  Thomson. 


Captain  John  Ashby  2nd  had  a  son,  Turner  Ashby  of  Rose- 
bank,  born  17S9.  His  son,  Turner  2nd,  was  a  general  in  the 
Confederate  Army.  Fie  was  born  in  1S2S  near  Markham,  Fau- 
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quier  County,  Virginia.  His  younger  brother  Richard  was  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  rank  of  a  Captain  when  Turner  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  General.  Turner’s  reckless  daring  and  contempt  of  danger 
and  chivalrous  spirit  is  recorded  in  many  books  and  writings.  One 
novel  is  about  his  valor  and  is  entitled  ’'The  Surrey  of  Eagles 
Nest.”  In  Mary  Johnston’s  ’’Long  Roil”  a  chapter  is  dedicated  to 
him.  At  least  two  biographies  have  been  written  also,  one  by 
Clarence  Thomas  in  1907  and  the  other  by  General  Turner 
Ashby’s  kinsman,  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Ashby,  in  1914.  General  Ashby 
was  killed  in  battle  June  6,  1862,  near  Harrisonburg,  Virginia. 
Stonewall  Jackson  says  of  General  Turner  Ashby:  "His  daring 
was  proverbial;  his  powers  of  endurance  almost  incredible;  his 
tone  of  character  heroic;  and  his  sagacity  almost  intuitive  in  divin¬ 
ing  the  movement  of  the  enemy.”  More  can  be  found  about  these 
men  in  the  book  of  the  " Allied  Families  of  Buckner,  Strother  and 
Ashby,”  also  in  "The  Annals  of  Ashby  Gap.” 

There  were  many  descendants  of  the  original  Thomas  Ashby, 
and  some  of  the  connections  are  lost,  since  some  records  were 
destroyed  or  misplaced.  It  was  a  day  when  the  families  were 
continually  moving  westward  to  better  their  fortunes,  and  the 
oldest  children  might  be  born  in  one  county  and  others  in  another 
county. 


Probably  another  grandson  of  Thomas  Ashby,  Sr.,  was  Henry, 
who  married  Judith  Shumate,  and  went  to  Kentucky  in  1793-  He 
died  in  1817  near  Harrodsburg,  Ky.  In  IS  18  his  wife  and  chil¬ 
dren,  Henry,  James,  Thomas,  Mai.  Daniel,  Benjamin,  Elizabeth, 
Letitia,  Martha,  Tahitha  Anne,  Sarah  and  Samuel  Woodson,  went 
to  Missouri  and  settled  in  Chariton  County. 

One  of  the  sons,  Maj.  Daniel,  was  quite  noted  as  an  Indian 
trader,  legislator,  and  head  of  the  U.  S.  Land  Office  at  Lexington, 
Mo.  His  son,  Stump  Ashby,  \vas  a  Confederate  soldier,  evangel¬ 
ist  and  legislator  in  Texas  and  Oklahoma,  and  some  of  his  de¬ 
scendants  live  at  Octavia,  Oklahoma. 

The  descendants  of  Samuel  Woodson  Ashby  live  at  Orleans 
and  Hershey,  Nebraska. 
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Gen.  Turner  Ashby 
Brigadier-General  in  Confederate  Army 

(See  page  S) 
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Will  of  Capt.  Thomas  Ashby 


In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  I,  Thomas  Ashby  of  Frederick 
County,  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  being  very  sick  and  weak  of  body 
but  of  perfect  mind  and  memory,  thanks  be  to  Almighty  God,  and 
calling  to  mind  the  uncertainty7  of  this  life,  do  make  here  my  last  will 
and  testament  in  the  following  manner  and  form,  revoking  all  former 
and  other  wills  heretofore  by  me  made,  and  this  only  to  be  taken  for 
my  last  will  and  testament.  Imprimis  I  resign  my  soul  into  the  hands 
of  the  Almighty  and  most  merciful  God,  trusting  in  and  by  the  merits 
of  his  son  my  ever  blessed  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  that  it  shall  together 
with  my  body  be  raised,  remitted  and  glorified,  and  as  to  my  body  I 
desire  it  may  have  a  Christian  burial,  and  for  such  temporal  estate 
wherewith  it  hath  pleased  my  good  God  to  bless  me  with  I  give  and 
dispose  of  in  the  following  manner,  viz.:  Item:  I  give  unto  my  son 
Thomas  Ashby  one  shilling  sterling  to  have  no  other  part  of  my  estate 
whatsoever.  Secondly,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  Benjamin 
Ashby  all  that  tract  or  parcel  of  land  as  Goose  creek  whereon  Enoch 
Berry  now  lives,  to  him  my  said  son  and  his  heirs  forever.  Thirdly,  I 
give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  Henry  Ashby  all  that  tract  or  parcel  of 
land  whereon  he  now  lives  which  was  laid  off  and  apart  bv  Tames  Guin, 
deceased,  from  my  other  land  unto  my  said  son  and  his  heirs  forever, 


but  if  the  said  son  should  die  without  issue  the  said  land  to  fall  to  my 
son  Stephen  and  his  heirs  forever.  Fourthly,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto 
my  son  Stephen  Ashby  after  his  mother’s  death  ail  this  tract  or  part  of 
land  whereon  I  now  live  and  which  was  also  laid  off  and  divided  by 
the  said  Guin  as  aforesaid,  to  him  my  said  son  and  his  heirs  forever, 
but  if  my  said  son  Stephen  should  die  without  issue  that  then  the  said 
lot  or  tract  of  land  is  to  fall  to  my  son  Henry  Ashby  and  his  heirs  for¬ 
ever.  Fifthly,  I  give  unto  my  daughter,  Elizabeth  Harden,  one  shilling 
sterling,  and  that  she  have  no  other  part  of  my  estate.  Sixthly,  I  give 
unto  my  daughter  Sarah  Ashby  one  shilling  sterling.  Seventhly,  I  give 

unto  my  daughter  Rose  Ashby  one  shilling  sterling.  Eighthly,  I  give 

unto  my  daughter  Ann  Ashby  one  shilling  sterling.  Ninthly,  I  give 

and  bequeath  unto  my  cousin  Ruben  Berry  one  cow  and  calf  to  be  de¬ 

livered  to  him  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  Tenthly,  I  give  unto  my 
cousin  Ann  Berry  one  cow  and  calf  to  be  delivered  to  her  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  or  on  the  day  of  marriage.  Eleventhly,  It  is  my  desire  that  if 
the  land  whereon  John  Hardin  now  lives  and  for  which  I  have  a  mort¬ 
gage  on  now  if  the - should  be  projected  that  one  of  my  executors, 

namely,  my  son  Robert  Ashby,  shall  sell  the  same  and  pay  unto  my 
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daughters  Sarah  and  Rose  five  pounds  to  each  of  them  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  to  be  equally  divided  between  my  loving  wife,  Rose  Ashby,  my 
son  Stephen  and  my  daughter  Ann  Ashby,  and  in  case  the  money  be 
paid  according  to  the  tenor  thereof  that  then  my  son  Robert  shall  divide 
and  pay  the  same  as  I  gave  that  in  case  the  land  was  sold.  Twelfthly, 
I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  loving  wife,  Rose  Ashby,  my  horse  I  bought 
of  John  Ashby,  also  two  mares  and  colt  to  be  at  her  own  disposal 
and  as  for  the  rest  of  my  movable  estate  to  have  the  same  during  her 
widowhood,  but  if  she  should  marry  that  then  she  is  to  have  no  more 
than  a  third  part  of  such  movable  estate  and  then  the  remainder  to  be 
equally  divided  by  my  executors  between  my  son  Stephen  and  my 
daughter  Ann  Ashby.  Lastly,  I  nominate  and  appoint  my  dutiful  and 
loving  sons  Robt.,  John  and  Henry  Executors  of  this  my  last  will  and 
testament.  And  in  testimony  that  this  is  my  last  will  and  testament  I 
have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  10th  day  of  April,  one  thou¬ 
sand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-two — 1752. 

His 

Thomas  Ashby,  [seal.] 

mark 

Signed,  sealed  and  acknowledged  before  and  in  the  presence  of  us. 

James  Catlett. 

Francis  H's  Howell. 

mark 

Peter  Wolf. 

At  Winchester,  Virginia,  in  addition  to  the  will  and  other 
records  of  Captain  Thomas  Ashby,  are  records  of  deeds  made  by 
Thomas  Ashby,  Jr.,  among  them  one,  a  gift  of  500  acres  of  land 
in  Frederick  County  to  his  brother  John,  Mar.  6,  1744,  another 
deed  to  John  in  1746,  and  in  1759,  on  Mar.  30,  Thomas  Ashby 
and  his  wife  Betty  Ashby  of  Hamilton  Parish,  Prince  William 
County,  sold  to  Joseph  Berry  of  Hanover  Parish,  Prince  George 
County,  a  tract  of  308  acres  patented  Dec.  18,  1747,  and  again 
June  3,  1760,  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Ashby  of  Prince  William 
County  to  Thomas  Cooper  of  Frederick  County  200  acres  granted 
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Elizabeth  [Ashby]  Cropper 
(b  1794) 


Martha  [Ashby]  Nickerson 
(b  1805) 
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Daughters  of  Silas  and  Sarah  [Collett]  Ashby 
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by  patent  Dec  3,  1734,  to  Tost  Hite  and  by  him  conveyed  to  said 
Ashby  by  L  &  R  recorded  at  Orange.* 

Further,  in  Stafford  County,  Virginia,  Overwharton  Parish, 
there  are  records  of  a  Thomas  Ashby  who  married  Mary  McCul¬ 
lough  in  1751  and  their  children.  We  think  it  possible  that  we 
are  descended  from  this  Thomas  Ashby  because  of  the  name  of 
one  of  his  children,  Hankisson,  born  in  1757.  Although  no  other 
children  are  recorded  in  Overwharton  Parish  after  1757,  if  the 
family  moved  to  Bladensburg  or  near  Harpers  Ferry,  as  tradition 
has  it,  then  Bladen,  born  in  1759,  and  Silas,  born  in  1765,  and 
Thompson,  birth  unknown,  could  have  been  brothers  of  Kankis- 
son,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  McCullough  Ashby,  as  the  three 
brothers,  Bladen,  Thompson  and  Silas,  were  heirs  of  a  Hankisson 
Ashby  for  land  in  Kentucky.  How  this  Thomas  Ashby  is  related 
to  Captain  Thomas  Ashby  of  the  Shenandoah  Valley  we  do  not 
know.  By  the  date  of  his  marriage,  it  is  possible  he  was  a  grand¬ 
son.  Stafford  County  originally  included  all  the  land  between  the 
rivers  Rappahannock  and  Potomac  from  King  George  County  to 
the  Blue  Ridne  Mountains.  Prince  William  Countv  was  cut  off  in 

O  j 

1730,  Fairfax  in  1742,  and  Fauquier  and  Loudoun  in  1759. 

Bladen,  Thompson,  Silas  and  Hankinson 

Ashby 

There  are  traditions  in  the  family  which  give  the  home  of  the 
brothers,  Bladen,  Thompson  and  Silas  Ashby,  before  coming  to 
Kentucky,  as  near  Harpers  Ferry  or  Bladensburg,  Maryland,  and 
in  Fauquier  County,  Virginia.  The  tradition  in  our  branch  of  the 
family  is  definitely  Fauquier  County.  All  may  be  correct,  as  the 
family  kept  moving.  Records  of  Westmoreland  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  as  well  as  the  records  of  the  Virginia  soldiers  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  give  Ashbys  on  the  roll.  As  these  counties  in  Pennsylvania 
and  Maryland  are  adjacent  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley  in  Virginia, 


*  See  Deed  Books  I,  IV  and  V,  Winchester,  Virginia. 
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where  the  original  Thomas  Ashby  lived  from  1743  to  his  death  in 
1752,  I  feel  sure  our  family  is  connected  with  him  through  one  of 
his  sons. 

The  name  Hankinson  (spelled  different  ways)  is  one  that  may 
solve  the  connection  of  the  three  brothers  with  the  Virginia 
Ashbys.  It  is  found  in  the  families  of  Bladen  and  Silas,  which  is 
significant,  as  it  is  an  unusual  given  name.  We  are  interested  in  this 
name  because  Bladen  inherited  for  himself  and  his  brothers  the 
land  in  Kentucky  granted  to  a  Hankinson  Ashby.  Another  reason 
we  are  interested  in  the  name  is  because  it  has  come  down  through 
several  generations  to  Samuel  Ashby’s  uncle,  John  Hankinson 
Ashby,  a  Union  soldier  killed  in  1S63.  The  names  of  Thomas  and 
John  are  also  found  all  the  way  through  the  family  records.  The 
facts  I  have  assembled  about  the  name  of  Hankinson  are: 


1.  Overwharton  Parish  Record,  Stafford  County,  Va.,  contains  the  following 
entries: 

Thomas  Ashby  m  Mary  McCullough,  Nov.  11,  1751. 
daughter  Mary  Ann  b  1752. 
daughter  Elizabeth  b  Nov.  3,  1753. 
son  Hankinson  b  1757. 

(Note:  This  birth  is  too  late  for  this  Hankinson  to  have  been  the 
father  of  the  three  brothers,  Bladen  b  1759,  Silas  b  1765,  Thomp¬ 
son  b  unknown.  However,  this  Hankinson  could  have  been  a 
brother.) 

(I  find  from  Hankinson  family  records  that  the  Hankinsons  and 
McCulloughs  lived  in  the  same  vicinity, -and  later  we  have  records 
of  intermarriage.  This  marriage  of  Thomas  Ashby  to  Mary  Mc¬ 
Cullough  may  account  for  this  unusual  name  coming  into  the 

family.) 


2.  In  records  of  Virginia  soldiers  of  the  Revolution: 

Hankinson  Ashby  served  as  a  private  in  Capt.  Knox's  Company,  of 
Colonel  Morgan’s  Rifle  Regiment,  from  July,  1777,  to  December, 
177S. 

Thomas  Ashby  served  in  Capt.  Peter  Bernard’s  Company,  2d  Vir¬ 
ginia  State  Regiment. 


(Note:  It  is  interesting,  because  of  Morgan’s  connection  with  the 
Ashbys  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  to  note  that  Hankinson  was 
one  of  Morgan’s  riflemen.  Kenneth  Roberts,  in  bis  novel  called 


- 


* 


(From  Archives  Dept.,  Virginia  State  Library,  Richmond,  Va..)  Pitts  11. 
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*  Showing  service  of  Hankerson  Ashby  in  Revolutionary  War 
For  other  service  see  pages  12,  13  and  14. 
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"A  Rabble  in  Arms,”  has  given  a  graphic  description  of  Mor¬ 
gan’s  crack  regiment  and  the  important  part  it  played  in  the  de¬ 
feat  of  Burgoyne  at  Saratoga  in  the  autumn  of  1777.  Morgan 
was  known  as  the  "Thunderbolt  of  the  Revolution.”  Shortly  after 
Morgan  came  to  Virginia — about  175 6 — he  was  in  the  employ  of 
Capt.  John  Ashby,  and  he  married  the  daughter  of  a  farmer  in  the 
Ashby  neighborhood. 

Capt.  Thomas  Ashby  in  1743  made  his  home  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Shenandoah  River,  near  Berry’s  Ferry,  in  what  is  now  Clarke 
County,  Va.,  on  land  granted  him  by  Lord  Fairfax.  In  1747,  the 
ferry  on  the  Shenandoah  above  Burwell’s  Island  was  known  as 
Ashby’s  Ferry.  (Capt.  Thos.  Ashby  died  in  1752.)  In  1759, 
Thos.  Ashby,  Jr.  (who  was  cut  off  in  his  father’s  will  with  a 
shilling,  probably  because  he  had  already  been  given  land),  sold 
his  land  there  to  Joseph  Berry,  hence  Berry’s  Ferry.  (See  also 
Annals  of  Ashby’s  Gap,  pp.  6,  9,  11.) 

The  names  of  Handkerson  and  Silas  Ashby  are  on  the  roll  of  West¬ 
moreland  County  Pennsylvania  militia,  and  also  on  the  roll  of  the 
Rangers  of  the  Frontier,  Westmoreland  County,  in  1782.  This  county 
is  adjacent  to  Greene  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  Abraham  Van 
Meter  lived,  and  where  several  of  his  family  attended  church  (the 
Muddy  Creek  Baptist).  This  is  interesting,  because  Bladen  and 
Thompson  married  daughters  of  Abraham  Van  Meter.  It  is  also  of 
interest  to  note  that  200  acres  of  Capt.  Thomas  Ashby’s  land  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Shenandoah  River  was  originally  part  of  the  John 
Van  Meter  tract.  (See  Cartwell’s  Shenandoah  Valley  Pioneers  and 
Their  Descendants,  p.  16.)  Abraham  Van  Meter  was  the  grandson  of 
John  Van  Meter. 

(The  Van  Meter  family  tradition  says  that  Jacob  Van  Meter,  son  of 
John  Van  Meter,  moved  with  all  his  family  and  others  to  Eliza¬ 
bethtown,  Kentucky.  Kis  son  Abraham  moved  to  Shelby  County, 
Kentucky.  Among  the  colonists  were  Bladen  and  Thompson  Ash¬ 
by,  who  married  two  of  Abraham  Van  Meter’s  daughters.)  Silas 
Ashby,  their  brother,  settled  in  Shelby  County,  Kentucky,  and 
married  Sarah  Collett  in  Lincoln  County. 

Another  account  of  the  migration  of  Ashbys  to  Kentucky  has  been 
given  us  by  Mr.  Joseph  Ashby,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  A  history 
of  his  branch  of  the  Ashby  family  in  Maryland  appeared  in  the 
"Mountain  Democrat,”  Sept.  13,  1934,  published  at  Oakland, 
Garrett  County,  Maryland.  I  quote  from  this  article  because  of 
the  tradition  which  says  our  family  came  from  Harper’s  Ferry. 

"It  is  stated  in  the  History  of  Preston  County  (West  Virginia)  that 
William  Ashby  came  from  Frederick  County,  Maryland.  Jesse 


- 
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James  Ashby,  now  S2  years  of  age,  recalls  hearing  his  ancestors 
refer  to  their  ancestral  home  in  the  Monacacy  River  Valley  and 
to  Taneytown,  now  in  Carroll  County,  Maryland. 

"It  appears  that  at  about  the  close  of  our  Revolutionary  War  a  large 
party  of  Ashbys,  Williams  and  others  migrated  from  Frederick 
County,  Maryland,  to  Kentucky,  following  the  route  of  the  Win- 
chester-Clarksburg  road,  then  only  a  trail  through  the  Glades  of 
Maryland,  known  as  the  'McCullough  Path.’ 

...  In  this  party  of  emigrants  there  were  forty-two  families 
(perhaps  it  was  forty-two  persons).  When  they  reached  Cherry 
Creek  in  the  Glades  it  appears  that  unfavorable  reports  of  Indian 
activities  in  the  West  caused  them  to  halt  arid  build  a  fort  there, 
known  by  us  as  'Ashby’s  Fort.’  After  waiting  some  time  they 
received  favorable  news  of  Daniel  Boone  in  Kentucky,  and -de¬ 
cided  to  resume  their  journey." 

William  Ashby  and  his  family  remained  at  the  fort,  while  the  other 
members  of  the  party  went  on  to  Kentucky.  A  letter  written  in 
1820  in  Kentucky  by  Evan  Williams  to  his  sister,  Sarah  Ashby 
(wife  of  William  Ashby),  in  Maryland,  after  mentioning  by  name 
George,  Henry,  Jesse  and  Peter  Ashby,  goes  on  to  say,  "To  under¬ 
take  to  give  an  account  of  all  the  Ashbys  would  be  a  task  too 
tedious  to  undertake.”  * 


4.  Hankerson  Ashby’s  name  appears  in  two  references  in  Ecken rod’s 

"Revolutionary  Soldiers" — the  one  below  "I.  P.  D.  58”  and  another 
"Pitts  11,"  which  is  the  payroll  of  Capt.  Hancock  Lee,  in  which  Han¬ 
kerson  Ashby,  private,  served  87  days,  and  records  his  payment.  (From 
Archives  Dept.,  Virginia  State  Library,  Richmond,  Va.)  No  date  is 
given.  (See  photostatic  copy  from  Archives  Dept.,  Virginia  State 
Library,  Richmond,  Va.) 

5.  Hankerson  Ashby  has  a  record  of  service  under  General  George  Rogers 

Clark.  His  name  appears  on  the  payroll  of  Capt.  Peter  Asturgus' 
•  Company  of  Kentucky  County,  Virginia  Militia,  from  July  18,  1"80, 
to  Aug.  21,  1780,  and  the  notation  "dead"  appears  after  his  name. 
This  is  found  in  a  manuscript  document  known  as  "Illinois  Papers," 
Book  D,  p.  5S,  being  "in  actual  service  on  expedition  against  Snaw- 
neetown  and  ending  Aug.  21,  17 SO. 

6.  In  the  records  in  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Richmond,  Va., 

Henkerson  and  Bladen  Ashby  received  grants  for  land  located  in 
Kentucky,  both  the  same  day,  as  follows: 

Henkerson  Ashby — 500  Acres  in  Jefferson  County,  Ky.,  Sept.  20, 
1786,  Book  4,  p.  435. 


*  From  Joseph  D.  Ashby,  Washington,  D.  C. 


' 
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David  Ashby 

Son  of  Silas  and  Sarah  [Collett]  Ashby 

(b  179S) 


(Sec  pae;e.s  22,  23 ) 
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Bladen  Ashby — 500  Acres  in  Jefferson  County,  Ky.,  Sept.  20,  1786, 
Book  4,  p.  362. 

It  is  likely  these  grants  were  for  military  service. 

7.  In  the  state  records  at  Frankfort,  Ky.,  Kentucky  Grant  Book  12,  p.  284, 
and  Kentucky  Survey  Book  1,  p.  582,  show  under  title  of  "Heirs  of 
Hankerson  Ashby"  that  a  warrant  for  500  Acres  in  Hardin  County, 
Ky.,  was  made  November,  1783,  the  survey  Oct.  8,  1797,  and  the  grant 
March  15,  1800.  The  description  of  this  land  in  Hardin  County, 
Ky.,  is  given  as  "Shot  Pouch  Creek  at  south  fork  of  Limestone  Creek." 
The  original  document  was  sent  in  1819  to  Bladen  Ashby,  who  had 
moved  to  Indiana,  near  Richmond. 

(Note  the  different  spelling  for  Hankinson.  This  was  not  unusual 
in  pioneer  days,  since  each  clerk  spelled  names  according  to  his 
own  idea.) 

This  is  my  conclusion  that  the  first  Hankinson  Ashby  was  either 
a  father  or  brother  of  Bladen,  Thompson  and  Silas,  since  they  in¬ 
herited  his  land. 

I  do  not  find  the  name  of  Hankinson  in  any  records  of  Ashbys 
outside  of  the  ones  I  have  given.  Also  the  name  has  been  used 
frequently  for  the  descendants  of  two  of  these  brothers. 

And  since  we  have  only  the  one  birth  record  of  a  Hankinson 
of  that  early  period  (he  was  born  1757),  I  conclude  that  he  was 
a  brother  of  Bladen,  Thompson  and  Silas. 

I  do  not  know  for  certain  whether  the  Silas  who  served  with 
Handkerson  in  Westmoreland  Count)',  Pennsylvania,  is  our  Silas, 
although  he  was  17  years  old  at  the  time.  But  we  do  have  two  rec¬ 
ords  of  our  Silas  performing  military  service.  An  old  leather-bound 
volume,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Kentucky  Historical  Society  at 
Frankfort,  Kentucky,  contains  the  records  of  military  certificates  of 
men  serving  under  General  George  Rogers  Clark  in  the  Wabash  In¬ 
dian  campaign.  Silas  Ashby  was  one,  with  the  date  Aug.  10,  17S7. 
He  received  payment  of  $7.S7.  Silas  was  22  years  old  at  the  time. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  Bladen  Ashby  was  also  with  the  Clark 
expedition  and  the  tradition  in  the  family  that  one  of  three  Ashby 
brothers  was  scalped  by  Indians  (see  footnote  p.  17),  it  may  be  that 
Hankerson’s  death  came  at  this  time.  The  second  reference  is 
found  in  "Excerpts  from  Executive  Journal  of  Governor  Garrard,” 
which  shows  that  on  Sept.  27,  1797,  Silas  Ashby  received  a  com- 
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mission  as  Captain  in  the  ISth  Regiment  (Shelby  County),  Ken¬ 
tucky  State  Militia. 

The  records  show  that  Bladen,  the  oldest  brother,  served  dur¬ 
ing  the  entire  Revolutionary  War.  There  is  a  story  of  his  bravery 
written  up  at  the  time  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
put  up  a  marker  to  his  grave  at  White  Water,  Indiana,  near  Rich¬ 
mond.  Part  of  it  is  given  here. 

# 

The  Bladen  Ashby  Memorial 

"Bladen  Ashby  was  born  in  Bladensburg,  Maryland,  1759.  He  was 
named  after  the  town  of  his  birth.  Ke  early  imbibed  the  revolutionary 
spirit.  He  wras  as  a  boy  of  15  well  known  to  George  Washington,  his 
senior  by  27  years,  who  had  been  stationed  at  this  point  in  his  early 
activities.  As  this  territory  was  in  the  path  of  Washington’s  early  ex¬ 
ploits,  young  Ashby  soon  found  himself  attached  to  Washington’s  staff 
as  Aide  de  camp,  and  took  charge  of  some  of  his  scouting  parties. 

"His  first  enlistment  shows  him  on  the  muster  roll  of  Captain  John 
Lemon’s  company,  13th  Virginia,  commanded  by  Colonel  William 
Russell,  in  1777.  Another  shows  him  as  a  private  in  Cantain  Uriah 
Springer’s  company  of  light  infantry,  in  another  Virginia  regiment, 
commanded  by  Colonel  John  Gibson.  Kis  last  enlistment  was  made  at 
Ft.  Pitt,  which  indicated  further  association  with  Washington,  on  his 
expeditions  in  that  part  of  the  state.  His  last  enlistment  was  for  a 
period  of  three  years,  and  he  served  until  the  end  of  the  war. 

"After  the  war  Ashby  and  his  family  moved  to  Elizabethtown  in 
Kentucky.  He  was  married  to  Catherine  Van  Meter.  There  were  11 
children.  In  Kentucky  he  became  a  companion  of  Daniel  Boone  and 
joined  him  in  many  of  his  exploits.  Boone  was  a  frequent  visitor  in 
his  home  where  he  was  cordially  entertained.  We  find  that  he  was  also 
active  in  civic  affairs  in  his  newly  adopted  city.  He  became  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  active  in  the  promotion  of  education.  He  was  one  of  the 
trustees  of  Elizabethtown  Academy.  It  was  while  in  Kentucky  that  he 
joined  himself  to  General  Clark’s  enterprise  in  Indiana  territory,  and 
was  at  Vincennes.  A  tradition  comes  down  in  the  family  that  Bladen 
and  two  other  men  went  out  scouting  and  were  discovered  bv  the 
Indians,  who  immediately  gave  chase.  The  three  ran  for  their  lives 
through  the  dense  forest  until  overcome,  and  one  of  them  became 
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blinded.  By  his  own  request  he  wras  left  behind  and  in  a  few  moments, 
shrieks  indicated  his  capture  and  death  by  the  tomahawk.* 

"Ashby  and  his  companion,  exhausted  and  unable  to  go  any  fur¬ 
ther,  saw  a  hollow  log  as  the  only  place  of  refuge  and  very  doubtful 
protection.  They  crowded  into  the  log  as  far  as  they  could,  and  had 
not  more  than  entered  when  a  spider  began  to  spin  a  web  across  the 
opening.  A  short  time  following,  there  came  two  Indians  looking  for 
them,  and  appeared  mystified  at  the  sudden  disappearance  of  the  men. 
Ashby  being  able  to  understand  their  language  heard  one  of  them  say 
possibly  they  had  gone  into  the  log;  the  other  stooping  discovered  the 
spider’s  web  across  the  opening,  stated  that  the  web  would  not  be  there 
if  they  had  entered.  They  left  and  the  men  later  escaped. 


"Another  story  is  that  when  they  were  returning  from  the  scouting 
trip  they  found  that  the  Indians  had  stolen  the  horses  from  the  stockade. 
Ashby  swam  the  river  and  started  after  them  but  was  overtaken  by  the 
night  and  camped  until  morning.  Early  in  the  morning  he  found  him¬ 
self  near  the  Indian  camp,  not  far  from  the  river.  Fie  spied  the  horses, 
crept  up  to  the  lead  horse  which  he  readily  recognized  and  started  him 
across  the  river;  ail  the  rest  followed  and  all  were  far  on  their  way 
before  the  Indian  guard  discovered  the  loss,  and  then  feared  to  follow. 
All  the  horses  were  brought  safely  to  the  fort. 

"In  1811  Ashby  once  more  got  his  family  together  and  brought  it 
to  Wayne  county,  Indiana,  to  tire  village  of  Richmond." 


1.  Bladen  Ashby  m  Catherine  Van  Meter,  Hardin  County,  Ky.,  settled  in 
Wayne  County,  Indiana. 

A.  ulizabeth  Ashby  m  Smith,  ISO 5. 

3.  Milton  Ashby  m  Polly  White,  in  Wayne  County,  Indiana,  first 
couple  to  be  married  in  county,  Jan.  20,  1811. 

C.  Eleanor  Ashby  m  Joseph  Pemberton. 

D.  Abraham  Ashby  (administrator  of  his  father’s  will)  m  Harriet 

J  ones,  1824. 

E.  Letitia  Ashby  m  Bannon. 

F.  Laver.a  Ashby  m  Austin. 

G.  David  Elijah  Ashby. 

H.  Gideon  Ashby. 

I.  Hankerson  Ashby. 


i.'ter  he  had  moved  to  Iowa,  tells  of  a  tradition  that  three  Ashby  brothers  were  to- 
they  were  attacked  by  Indians,  and  one  was  scalped  and  his  upper  lip  taken 
1  ■'  r:  >ve  he  was  a  man.  The  man  who  was  killed  had  long  hair  and  a  mustache. 


. 
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J.  Thompson  Ashby. 

K.  Sarah  Ashby  m  Penland. 

Note:  The  above  Eleanor  [Ashby]  Pemberton  is  the  ancestor 
of  Mrs.  Belle  Stauffer,  of  Nappanee,  Indiana,  and  the  above 
Elizabeth  [Ashby]  Smith  is  the  ancestor  of  Conrad  Wolf, 
prominent  lav/yer  at  Kokomo,  Indiana. 

After  the  death  of  Bladen  in  1828,  the  widow  remained  on 
the  farm  until  1832,  when  it  was  sold  and  she  and  her  children 
moved  to  Michigan. 

I  will  also  give  extracts  from  another  short  history  of  the 
family,  written  by  Thompson  Van  Meter  Ashby,  grandson  of 
Thompson  and  Letitia  [Van  Meter]  Ashby,  and  son  of  Abraham 
and  Elizabeth  [Hoheimer]  Ashby. 


The  Thompson  Ashby  Tradition 


"I  attempt  to  give  you  a  short  history  of  the  Ashby  family.  My 
father  thought  the  Ashbys  came  from  Wales,  others  think  they  came 
from  Scotland,  as  the  name  is  a  common  one  there.  One  branch  of  the 
family  at  least  was  of  some  importance  in  England,  as  they  claim  a 
membership  in  the  House  of  Lords.”  (He  then  gives  the  derivation  of 
the  name  which  I  have  already  given.)  "The  first  knowledge  I  have  of 
our  family  is  of  a  couple  living  in  Virginia  not  far  from  Harper’s  Ferry. 
'I  have  forgotten  their  names  or  else  never  knew  them.  This  couple  had 
born  to  them  three  sons,  Bladen,  Silas  and  Thompson;  Unfortunately 
for  these  boys,  their  parents  died  when  they  were  yet  young,  leaving 
them  orphans.  The  next  thing  we  hear  of  these  boys  they  were  in 
Kentucky,  where  Bladen  immediately  assumed  the  role  of  hunter,  and 
became  somewhat  noted  as  a  scout  and  Indian  fighter.  He  was  under 
General  Clark  when  Old  Vincennes  was  taken  by  Clark  from  the  British 
and  Indians.  .  .  . 


"Our  grandfather,  Thompson  Ashby,  came  with  his  brothers  to 
Kentucky  in  1777  or  S.”  (We  think  correct  date  is  1785.)  "The  first 
time  Lettie  Van  Meter  saw'  her  future  husband,  Thompson  Ashby,  he 
had  a  man’s  gun  on  his  shoulder  and  a  man’s  shot  pouch  at  his  side  that 
nearly  dragged  the  ground.  The  sight  was  so  ludicrous,  that  she  said 
she  laughed  till  she  nearly  fell  to  the  ground.  Every  one  then,  big,  little 
old  and  young,  went  armed,  for  they  did  not  know'  what  moment  they 
might  be  called  to  fight  for  dear  life. 


* 


. 


■ 


Catherine  Ashby  Rodman 

Daughter  of  Han  kin  son  Ashby,  before 
her  marriage,  age  24  years. 

(See  page  27 ) 


Henrietta  Colgan 

rancviausnter  or  nanxmson  Asnov. 
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'Abraham  Van  Meter,  father  of  Letitia,  Catherine  and  Elizabeth 
(and  Sarah)  Van  Meter,  was  killed  at  Boone  Station  in  1787.  In  1780 
he  secured  a  title  to  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  eight  hundred  in  Shelby 
County,  Kentucky,  and  two  hundred  in  Henry  County.  Letitia  Van 
Meter  Ashby  got  two  hundred  acres  of  this  land  which  she  sold  when 
she  moved  to  Indiana. 

"In  the  year  1781,  or  near  that  time,  the  scouts  brought  in  word  that 
the  Indians,  four  hundred  strong  and  Simon  Girty,  a  white  man,  were 
coming  to  attack  Boone  Station.  After  a  hasty  consultation,  it  was  de¬ 
cided  that  the  garrison  was  not  strong  enough  to  defend  itself  against 
such  force  and  the  thing  to  do  was  to  move  to  Louisville  about  forty 
miles  distant.  They  moved  out  as  soon  as  they  could  get  their  valuable 
packets  and  the  women  and  children  on  horseback.  However,  the  Indi¬ 
ans  overtook  them  at  a  creek  called  Long  Run,  about  sixteen  miles  from 
Louisville.  A  fight  ensued  in  which  the  whites  lost  all  their  goods  and 
valuable  papers,  and  our  folks  lost  ail  title  to  property  in  the  old 
county.”  (There  follow  some  thrilling  incidents  about  his  grandmother 
and  her  narrow  escapes  in  the  forest  from  the  Indians.)  "They  arrived 
safely  at  Louisville  that  evening.  The  men  at  the  fort  turned  out  to 
fight  the  Indians  if  necessary  and  to  bring  in  their  dead  and  save  what 
property  they  could,  but  they  secured  little.  The  Indians  destroyed  all 
they  could,  ripping  their  beds  open  and  emptying  them  on  the  ground. 
They  found  Grandmother’s  Bible  near  a  dead  woman  with  an  Indian’s 
bloody  foot  track  on  it  and  a  spear  hole  through  it.  Thompson  Ashby 
and  Lettie  Van  Meter  were  married  February  S,  1791.  From  this  union 
came  ten  children.”  (Letitia  [Van  Meter]  Ashby’s  Bible  is  in  the  Iowa 
Historical  Museum  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa.)  The  history  of  the  Van 
Meter  family  is  interesting  and  in  good  shape.  W.  W.  Henton  of 
Canton,  Missouri,  and  Mrs.  B.  G.  Keyte  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  have  this 
history. 


Letitia  [Van  Meter]  Ashby  moved  to  Indiana  near  Ladoga  in 
1828  with  her  children,  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  who  was 
killed  by  being  crushed  by  a  horse.  The  children  are: 


A.  Polly  m  John  Harrison. 

B.  Nancy  m  Ely  Harrison. 

C.  Abraham  m  Elizabeth  Hoheimer,  May  23,  1816. 

D.  Silas  m  Nancy  Radford,  Sept.  26,  1820. 

E.  Milton  m  Susan  Gohen. 

F.  Thompson  m  Susan  Kyle. 

G.  Bladen  m  Frankie  Pruitt 
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H.  Elizabeth  m  George  Kyle. 

I.  Lettie  m  William  Swank. 

J.  James  m  unknown. 


One  branch  of  the  Ladoga  Ashbys  went  to  Iowa  and  Newton 
B.  Ashby,  grandson  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  [Hoheimer] 
Ashby,  had  printed  a  pamphlet  of  the  history  of  the  Iowa  Ashbys. 
Newton  B.  Ashby  served  as  consul  at  Dublin,  Ireland,  for  five 
years,  beginning  in  1892.  His  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Henry 
Wallace  of  pioneer  Iowa  fame.  Other  descendants  of  Thompson 
and  Letitia  [Van  Meter]  Ashby  known  to  Samuel  Ashby  are  a 
grandson,  Robert  Ashby  (now  deceased),  of  Ladoga,  Indiana,  and 
his  children,  Fred  Ashby  and  Thompson  V.  Ashby,  of  Jackson, 
Tennessee;  Wallace  Ashby,  of  Ladoga,  Indiana,  and  Bertha  Ashby, 
of  Bloomington,  Indiana,  and  also  Edgar  Ashby,  of  Ladoga. 

Thompson  Ashby,  brother  of  Bladen  and  Silas,  also  held  ofh.ce 
as  trustee  in  the  Baptist  Church  at  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky.  (Deed 
Book  B,  page  229,  Hardin  County,  Kentucky.)  We  do  not  find 
any  records  of  Silas  at  Elizabethtown  or  Bardstown,  for  he  lived 
in  Shelby  County  near  Shelbyville,  Kentucky,  and  the  settlement 
of  his  estate  is  recorded  in  that  county.  Thompson  Ashby  was 
administrator  of  the  estate  of  Silas  Ashby  in  1806.  * 

The  marriage  bond  of  Silas  Ashby  and  Sarah  Collett  can  be 
seen  at  Stanford,  the  county  seat  of  Lincoln  County,  Kentucky, 
dated  April  20,  1789,  and  signed  by  John  Collett,  the  bride's 
brother,  her  father  having  died  in  17S3.  This  document  was  seen 
by  Mrs.  Mary  Hansbrough  Williams,  great-great-granddaughter 
of  Silas,  who  says,  "It  was  interesting  to  see  that  Silas  wrote  a  very 
nice,  legible  'hand.'  ” 

In  the  County  Clerk’s  office  of  Shelbyville,  Kentucky,  wc  found 
that  Silas  Ashby  and  wife  Sarah  on  Aug.  25,  1805,  deeded  to 
Thomas  Davis  300  acres  of  land.  Silas  died  1S06. 

Mrs.  Martha  Nickerson  Schofield  of  Palo  Alto,  California, 


*  Mrs.  B.  G.  Keyte,  of  Dcs  Moines,  Iowa,  a  descendant  of  Thompson  Ashby,  has  col¬ 
lected  many  records  of  the  family.  She  has  given  me  many  helpful  suggestions.  Prof. 
Robt.  Ashby,  of  Illinois  University,  and  several  of  the  Ladoga  branch,  arc  also  working  on 
the  Thompson  line. 
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James  Fuel  Ashby,  His  Wife  Caroline,  and  Daughter  Alice 

(See  pages  26  and  27 ) 


Alice  Ashby 
Daughter  of  James  F.  Ashby 
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gave  me  the  following  extracts  from  a  story  of  the  Colletts  and 
Ashbys,  written  by  her  father,  James  B.  Nickerson,  who  was  a 
grandson  of  Silas  and  Sarah  Collett  Ashby.  This  was  as  he  remem¬ 
bered  his  grandmother  telling  it,  for  his  grandfather  died  before 
his  grandmother  left  Kentucky.  The  story  follows,  in  part: 

The  Silas  Ashby  Tradition 

"Sarah  [Collett]  Ashby  was  the  daughter  of  Moses  Collett,  born 
Nov.  17,  1718.  He  lived  in  Virginia,  probably  Madison  County.  She 
was  the  youngest  of  eight  children.  She  and  her  brothers  John  and 
Aaron,  packed  their  small  belongings  on  their  horses,  and  started  across 
the  mountains,  seeking  a  new  home  in  Kentucky.  Fortunately,  they 
encountered  no  hostile  Indians.  They  landed  at  a  station  or  fort  founded 
by  Daniel  Boone.  Shortly  after  arriving  in  Kentucky,  Aaron  Collett 
was  wounded  by  the  Indians  and  he  died  Aug.  16,  1785.  In  Boone’s 
Station,  Sarah  met  a  young  white-haired  man,  named  Silas  Ashby.  He 
was  six  feet  two  inches  tall,  and  could  outrun  and  outjump  any  Indian. 
He  was  from  Maryland  (family  from  Virginia)  and  was  also  seeking 
a  new  home  in  Kentucky.  They  were  married  April  21,  1789.  There  is 
no  record  of  Grandfather  Ashby’s  history. 

"Our  grandmother  Ashby  was  a  noble  woman,  of  whom  we  her 
descendants,  may  be  justly  proud.  Grandmother’s  oldest  son,  Hanker- 
son,  went  with  the  Kentucky  troops  into  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  in 
the  battle  of  the  River  Raisin  in  Michigan.”  (This  Hankerson  is  our 
ancestor,  great-grandfather  of  Samuel  Ashby.) 

Silas  Ashby  Family* 

1.  Silas  Ashby  b  June,  1765,  cl  Sept.  24,  ISO 6,  buried  near  Shelbyville,  Ky. 
m  Sarah  Collett  b  1766,  cl  1824,  buried  near  Wilmington,  Ohio.  They 
were  married  April  21,  17S9,  in  Lincoln  County,  Kentucky.  (These 
are  great-great-grandparents  of  Samuel  Ashby,  who  married  Ida  Mary 
Reid.) 

A.  Hankinson,  b  April  11,  1791;  m  Edith  Pollard,  1810;  d  182S 

in  Kentucky. 

B.  Anna,  b  Oct.  10,  1792;  m  Henry  Pollard,  1S10,  in  Kentucky. 

*  Mrs.  H.  H.  Smith,  of  New  Burlington,  Ohio,  and  Mrs.  Edw.  Inwood  and  Mrs.  E.  E. 
Terrell,  of  Wilmington,  Ohio,  descendants  of  Silas  Ashby,  have  been  working  to  gather 
family  records;  also  Mrs.  Roy  G.  Williams,  of  Versailles,  Ky.,  has  been  very  helpful. 


* 
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C.  Elizabeth,  b  Oct.  22,  1794;  m  Beatty  Cropper,  1815,  in  Ken¬ 

tucky;  moved  to  Indiana. 

D.  Mary,  b  Oct.  21,  1796;  m  Allison  Pollard,  1817,  in  Kentucky; 

moved  to  Indiana. 

E.  David,  b  Oct.  14,  1798;  m  Ruth  Ann  Gaddis,  1825,  Clinton 

County,  Ohio;  moved  to  Illinois. 

F.  Frances,  b  Oct.  24,  1S00;  m  David  Kelsey  in  Ohio. 

G.  Daniel,  b  March  6,  1S03;  m  Nancy  Gaddis,  March  5,  1S29.  in 

Clinton  County,  Ohio. 

H.  Martha,  b  March  19,  1805;  m  Clark  Nickerson  in  Ohio. 

I.  Sarah,  b  May  15,  1807;  m  William  Smith  in  Ohio. 


Silas  Ashby  and  wife  lived  near  Shelbyville,  Kentucky,  where 
their  children  were  born  and  where  Silas  was  buried.  Silas  was  a 
Mason.  After  his  death  in  1S06,  Sarah  [Collett]  Ashby  had  a 
struggle  to  support  her  family.  Her  oldest  son,  Hankinson,  helped 
her,  but  he  married  wrhen  19  years  of  age.  Her  brother  Daniel 
Collett  had  moved  out  from  Maryland  to  Ohio  near  Wilmington. 
He  went  to  Kentucky  and  brought  her  and  her  five  youngest  chil¬ 
dren  to  Ohio.  The  four  oldest  children,  being  married,  stayed  in 
Kentucky.  Hankinson  is  buried  near  Shelbyville,  Kentucky.  Man* 
and  Anna  married  Pollard  brothers  and  lived  in  Kentucky.  Allison 
Pollard  later  moved  to  Marion  County,  Indiana.  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Beatty  Cropper  in  Kentucky,  also  moved  to  Marion 
County,  Indiana.  David,  who  married  Ruth  Ann  Gaddis  in  Clin¬ 
ton  County,  Ohio,  in  1S25,  lived  a  short  time  in  Indiana  and  then 
moved  to  Illinois  near  Knoxville.  They  had  nine  children: 


(E)  David  Ashby  m  Ruth  Ann  Gaddis,  IS25,  Clinton  County,  Ohio. 

1.  Thomas  m  Celia  Rude. 

2.  James  unmarried. 

3.  Nancy  unmarried. 

4.  Silas  unmarried. 

5.  Sarah  Collett  m  Thomas  Sumner. 

a.  Lettie  m  Brown. 

b.  Nancy  m  Woolsey. 

c.  Robert 

d.  David 

Possibly  others  now  dead. 


. 

. 
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6. 


Mary  m  Carr. 

a.  Rella 

b.  Sarah  ^ 

c.  Mable  „ 


all  living  in  Monmouth,  Illinois. 


7.  Martha  m  William  Brown. 
S.  Clara  m  Edwin  Haynes. 

9.  Helen  m  Archibald  Haynes. 


Daniel  Ashby,  who  married  Nancy  Gaddis,  March  5,  1S29, 
had  ten  children: 


(G)  Daniel  Ashby  m  Nancy  Gaddis,  1S29,  Clinton  County,  Ohio. 

1.  Mercy. 

2.  Jane. 

3.  Ann  Eliza. 

4.  John  m  unknown;  moved  to  Kansas. 

a.  Alexander. 

b.  Nettie  Alberta. 

5.  Thomas  m  unknown;  moved  to  Kansas. 

a.  Guber. 

b.  John 

c.  Daniel 
a.  Newton, 
e.  Dora. 

6.  Sally. 

7.  Mary. 

S.  Elon  Galusha. 

9.  Margaret  Emily  m  Harrison  Baker,  son  of  Robert  Baker  in  Ken¬ 
tucky. 

10.  David  Clark. 


Daniel  Ashby,  son  of  Silas  and  Sarah  [Collett]  Ashby,  enlisted 
in  the  38th  Iowra  V.  I.  and  died  in  sendee  in  August,  1864.  Nancy, 
his  wife,  died  1891.  From  records  left  by  David  Clark  Ashby,  son 
of  Daniel,  family  tradition  says  his  father's  grandfather  backed  a 
team  of  six  horses  and  a  heavy  load  of  freight  oft  a  precipice  and 
thus  gave  the  name  to  Ashby’s  Gap  in  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains/ 

O  J  JL  o 

His  father’s  grandfather  would  be  the  father  of  Bladen,  Silas  and 
Thompson  Ashby,  who  went  out  to  Kentucky  soon  after  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War.  We  do  not  know  definitely  what  their  father's 
name  was,  but  the  Virginia  records  say  that  Ashby’s  Gap  was 


•  Marguerite  Ullrich,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  has  the  family  record  of  this  tradition. 
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named  for  the  famous  John  Ashby,  ”...  when,  as  a  mere  youth, 
he  gave  his  name  to  Ashby’s  Gap  in  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains, 
through  which  the  early  settlers  crossed  over  from  the  Piedmont 
section  into  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  Ke  has  the  credit  of  being 
the  first  white  man  to  have  piloted  a  wagon  through  this  gap,  and 
an  accident  that  happened  to  him  on  this  trip,  because  of  his  fail¬ 
ure  to  lock  the  wheel  of  his  wagon,  is  said  to  have  given  his  name 
to  the  gap.  The  story  goes  that  it  was  the  custom  in  those  days  in 
going  down  a  steep  incline  to  cut  down  a  tree  and  attach  it  to  the 
wagon  to  hold  it  in  check,  for  the  wagon  chain  was  not  then  in 
general  use.  John  Ashby  failed  to  take  this  precaution,  and  when 
the  wagon  in  its  descent  ran  over  the  horses  and  spilled  the  load 
on  the  ground,  making  a  bad  mix-up,  he  was  asked  why  he  had 
not  locked  the  wheels,  his  reply  was:  'Damn  a  pair  of  horses  that 
can’t  outrun  a  wagon.’  Whether  because  of  this  circumstance  or 
from  some  other  cause  this  gao  has  borne  the  name  of  Ashby  for 
more  than  175  years;  and  there  are  few  mountain  passes  in  Vir¬ 
ginia,  or  anywhere  else  in  this  country,  more  widely  known  or 
more  noted  in  history.”!  It  is  a  fact,  from  the  records  of  the 
descendants  of  all  three  of  the  brothers,  that  our  family  is  con- 
nected  with  this  John  Ashby  or  one  of  his  brothers.  His  father’s 
name  was  Thomas.  The  names  of  Thomas  and  John  are  carried 
down  through  all  the  different  families. 


Henrietta  Colgan,  a  granddaughter  of  Hankinson  Ashby,  son 
of  Silas  and  Sarah  [Collett]  Ashby,  said  that  her  great  uncle  David 
Ashby  was  a  favorite  of  their  family  and  often  visited  them  in 
Indianapolis  as  he  would  go  from  his  home  in  Illinois  to  his  rela¬ 
tives  in  Ohio.  Samuel  and  Ida  [Reid]  Ashby  and  son  Samuel 
Reid  Ashby  visited  some  of  the  descendants  in  Ohio  in  about  the 
year  1927.  Mrs.  Robert  McKay  of  New  Burlington,  Ohio,  the 
daughter  of  Clark  and  Martha  [Ashby]  Nickerson,  and  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Silas  Ashby,  was  still  living  and  she  gave  us  Sarah 
[Collett]  Ashby’s  old  Bible  and  several  pictures  of  the  older 


t  Quoted  from  “Life  of  Turner  Ashby,”  by  Thos.  A.  Ashby,  p.  20  (pub.  ir.  1914). 


■  - 

- 
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Leander  B.  Ashby,  Fannie  [  Rankin]  Ashby  and  Son, 

William  Thomas  Ashby 


(See  page  29) 
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members  of  the  family.  She  was  such  an  interesting  and  intelli¬ 
gent  old  lady,  and  was  so  glad  to  meet  some  of  her  grandfather  s 
people.  There  were  several  large  brick  houses  there  in  which  the 
relatives  lived,  and  some  in  which  the  older  ones  had  formerly 
lived.  Sarah  [Collett]  Ashby’s  grave  was  well  kept  and  there  was 
a  tall  stone  marking  the  site.  She  is  buried  in  the  Springfield 
Friends  Cemetery,  about  six  miles  from  Wilmington,  Ohio.  They 
had  moved  her  from  her  former  resting  place  on  the  old  farm 
where  she  first  lived  after  leaving  Kentucky.  She  died  in  IS  2d. 

Hankinson  Ashby  Line 

(Son  of  Silas  and  Sarah  [Collett]  Ashby) 

1.  Hankinson  Ashby  m  Edith  Pollard,  1S10;  lived  near  Shelbyville,  Ky. ; 

d  1828. 

A.  Silas  Ashby  (grandfather  of  Samuel  Ashby)  m  Margaret  Eliza¬ 

beth  Watson,  Oct.  18,  1836.  Their  children  given  later. 

B.  Francis  Ashby  (called  Frankie)  b  1S14;  m  Granville  Colgan. 

They  lived  in  Knox  County,  Illinois,  first,  then  moved  to  In¬ 
dianapolis,  Indiana. 

1.  Henrietta  (unmarried),  teacher  and  supervisor  of  high 
standing  in  Indianapolis  schools.  Held  her  position 
over  fifty  years.  After  her  death,  in  1930,  Public 
School  No.  10,  of  which  she  was  principal  for  many 
years,  was  named  for  her. 

•  2.  Mary  Colgan  (unmarried)  also  held  high  position  in 
the  Indianapolis  schools. 

3.  Judson  Colgan  m  Addie  Waite. 

a.  Waite  Colgan  m  Lettie  Tollessrud;  lives  in  In¬ 

dianapolis. 

1.  Joan  Waite  Colgan. 

b.  Judson  Colgan  m  Helen  Pierson;  lives  at  Fair¬ 

mont,  W.  Va. 

C.  Mary  Ann  Ashby  m  Eddins. 

1.  William  Eddins. 

2.  Julia  Eddins  m  Marion  Scbrimsher;  lived  in  Kentucky. 

3.  Fannie  Eddins  m  John  Anderson  in  Kentucky. 

a.  Frank  Anderson. 

b.  Lillie  Anderson  m  Oscar  Ewing  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

1.  Tilford  Ewing. 


. 
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2.  Charles  Oscar  Ewing  (attended  University 
of  Wisconsin  same  time  Mary  Alice  Ash¬ 
by  was  there). 

4.  James  Eddins. 

5.  Thomas  Eddins. 

6.  Martha  Eddins  m  Asher. 

D.  Rebecca  Ashby  m  Denis  Clark  in  Shelby  County,  Ky. ;  moved  to 

Indiana  in  1856  or  185S  near  Pittsboro,  Hendricks  County. 
They  moved  from  Indiana  in  18S0  to  Salem  and  Falls  City, 
Nebraska. 

1.  James  Wm.  Clark  m  Sallie  Scroggin. 

a.  George. 

b.  Addie. 

c.  Maude. 

d.  Ashby  Bruce. 

2.  Jennie  Clark  m  Matthew  Adams. 

a.  Clifford  Clark  Adams. 

(Note:  Jennie  Clark,  before  her  marriage  was 
a  neighbor  of  Jane  Alexander  Ashby,  who 
was  left  a  widow  with  her  little  children, 
John,  Betty  Sue  and  Samuel.  Jennie  Clark 
stayed  with  them  every  night  for  about  ten 
years,  a  neighborly  act  of  protection  and 
company.) 

3.  Shelby  Newton  Clark  m  Ollie  Lawson. 

a.  Vernon.  Clark  m  Christine  Biller. 

1.  Robert. 

(Note:  Vernon  Clark  is  a  successful 
lumber  dealer  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
His  father,  "Newt”  Clark,  had  a  flour 
mill  in  Des  Moines.) 

E.  James  Fuel  Ashby  (married  twice)  lived  near  Vincennes,  Ind. 

By  first  wife — 

1.  Mary  C.  Ashby  (unmarried). 

By  second  wife — Caroline — 

2.  Fannie  M.  Trout,  had  children. 

3.  Ella  M.  Young. 

4.  Mattie,  twin  sister  of  Ella  (died  young). 

5.  Tulia  Ashbv  m  Mavfield. 

a.  Morton. 

6.  Catherine  m  Polk. 

7.  James  Overton  Ashby  m - 

a.  George  (deceased). 


. 
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b.  Hugh  (unmarried). 

c.  Paui  (unmarried). 

S.  Alice  Ashby  (unmarried).  Was  a  trained  nurse,  and 
held  several  positions  as  superintendent  of  training 
schools  for  nurses.  She  was  the  nurse  when  Mary  Alice 
Ashby  Fuller  was  born,  and  Mary’s  middle  name  is 
for  her.  She  was  always  "Cousin  Alice"  to  us.  She  had 
a  high  idea  of  duty  and  honor.  She  made  her  home 
with  Samuel  and  Ida  Ashby  for  a  few  years.  While 
Mary  Alice  Ashby  Fuller  was  attending  the  University 
of  Wisconsin  in  1914,  Alice  Ashby  was  superintend¬ 
ent  of  nurses  at  the  Madison  General  Hospital,  and 
was  a  friend  of  Mrs.  Matthews,  Dean  of  Women  at 
the  University.  Alary  was  entertained  for  Sunday  dinner 
at  the  hospital  and  for  tea  in  Dean  Matthews’  office 
on  the  strength  of  this  relationship. 

9.  Judson  Bruce  Ashby  m _ 

a.  Harry. 

b.  Edith. 

c.  Martha. 

d.  Bruce  (deceased). 

e.  Pearl. 

f.  Emma. 

(all  married) 

10.  Hattie  Ashby  m  Wright. 

11.  William  Silas  Ashby  m  Myrtle  Lindsey. 

a.  Rufine  Ashby  m  Byrd,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

b.  James  Lindsey  Ashby,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

c.  Elizabeth  Ashby  m  Allen,  Louisville,  Ky. 

d.  Harold  Judson  Ashby,  Cincinnati,  O.  (unmarried), 
c.  Robert  Mayfield  Ashby,  Kingsport,  Term. 

(Harold  and  Robert  are  twins.) 

The  above  William  S.  Ashby  is  business  man¬ 
ager  of  Bowling  Green  College  of  Com¬ 
merce,  Bowling  Green,  Ky. 

F.  William  Ashby  m  Ann  Goodrich — had  children.  (They  lived  near 

Louisville,  Ky.,  and  later  moved  to  Missouri.) 

G.  Catherine  (Kitty)  Ashby  m  Samuel  Rodman  (b  Sept.  13,  1S25; 

d  November,  1909).  She  was  bom  Aug.  15,  1S25;  d  Dec. 
30,  1SS6. 

1.  Silas  Rodman,  1S50-1902. 

a.  L.  D.  Rodman,  Shreveport,  La. — one  son. 


' 

■ 


' 


2S 


Ashbys,  Reids  and  Allied  Families 


b.  .  Ada  Rodman  m  Morris. 

1.  Elmore  Sutphin  Morris. 

c.  Lillie  Rodman  m  Colley,  lived  in  Shreveport,  La. 

1.  Virginia. 

2.  Amelia. 

3.  Clarence. 

2.  Rosabelle  Rodman  b  1854;  d  January,  1892. 

3.  Louis  P.  Rodman  b  1S55,  LaGrange,  Ky. 

a.  D.  L.  Rodman,  Louisville,  Ky. — two  sons. 

b.  Mabel  Rodman  m  Davis,  LaGrange,  Ky. 

c.  Ben  T.  Rodman,  Tulsa,  Okla. 

1.  Richard. 

d.  James  Rodman,  Louisville,  Ky. 

1.  William. 

4.  Hannah  Elizabeth  (Libbie)  Rodman  b  1857;  m  Hans- 

brough;  lives  in  Shelbyville,  Ky. 

a.  Mary  Hansbrough  m  Roy  G.  Williams,  Ver¬ 

sailles,  Ky. 

(Note:  Samuel  and  Ida  Reid  Ashby  have 
been  in  the  home  of  Mary  Hansbrough 
Williams  in  Versailles,  Ky.,  and  have 
corresponded  with  her.) 

b.  Rodman  Hansbrough,  Shelbyville,  Ky. 

c.  Elizabeth  Hansbrough. 

d.  Margaret  Hansbrough  m  Wilson. 

5.  John  Thomas  Rodman  b  November,  1S59;  d  1879. 

6.  William  Delaware  Rodman  b  1S61 ;  lived  in  Shreve¬ 

port,  La. 

7.  Ida  Kate  Rodman  m  Williams.  She  was  born  1865. 

They  lived  in  Rossville,  Illinois. 

a.  Joe  Williams,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

b.  Louis  (deceased). 

H.  Sally  Hankinson  Ashby  (unmarried),  youngest  child  of  Han- 
kinson  and  Edith  [Pollard]  Ashby. 


Descendants  of  Silas  Ashby  II 

(Son  of  Hankinson  and  Edith  [Pollard]  Ashby) 

1.  Silas  Ashby  b  IS  1 5,  a  farmer  all  his  life  in  Kentucky;  d  Aug.  21,  1850; 
buried  near  LaGrange,  Ky. ;  married  Margaret  Elizabeth  Watson, 
October,  1836. 
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A.  John  Hankinson  Ashby  (unmarried),  b  Jan.  23,  1838;  d  July 

20,  1863.  Was  in  the  Union  Army  and  was  killed  in  Mor¬ 
gan’s  Raid  near  Maribone,  Ky. 

B.  James  Samuel  Ashby  (father  of  Samuel  Ashby),  b  Dec.  27, 

1840;  d  December,  1867;  married  Jane  Alexander  Watson, 
Feb.  4,  1864,  in  Louisville,  Ky.  They  moved  to  Pittsboro, 
Indiana.  Their  children  given  later. 

C.  Henry  Thomas  Ashby  (Uncle  Tom),  b  December,  1842  (un¬ 

married).  Was  one  of  the  first  volunteers  from  Indiana  and 
was  in  the  7th  Indiana  Regiment  in  the  Civil  War.  He  served 
in  that  regiment  all  through  the  war  until  he  was  killed  in 
the  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  He  was  shot  seven  times  and 
held  the  colors  until  he  fell,  May  5,  1864,  on  the  battle  field. 
The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  Post  at  Pittsboro,  Indiana, 
was  named  The  Thomas  Ashby  Post.  We  have  a  packet  of 
letters  written  by  Uncle  Tom  to  his  mother,  Margaret  E. 
Ashby,  while  he  was  in  the  war.  One  letter  is  given  on  page  52. 

D.  Leander  Bradshaw'  Ashby  (Uncle  Lee),  b  March  4,  1845;  m 

Fannie  Rankin;  d  Sept.  14,  1927. 


E. 


1.  William  Thomas  Ashby  m  Mollie  Tout. 

a.  Blanche. 

b.  Inez. 

c.  Ruth  (deceased) 

d.  Hollis  m _ 

1.  Barbara  Ruth. 

2.  Eugene  Hollis. 

e.  Clarence. 

(Inez  and  Hollis  live  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.) 

2.  Mattie  Julia  Ashby,  died  at  age  of  IS. 

3.  Samuel  Russell  Ashby,  died  when  young. 


(Note:  The  above  Leander  B.  Ashby  was  in  the  9th 
Indiana  Cavalry  of  Indiana  Volunteers.  He  served 
in  the  Col.  Eli  Lilly  Regiment  in  the  Civil  War. 
He  wras  in  the  campaign  against  Hoed.  In  a 
bloody  battle  near  Franklin,  Tenn.,  Uncle  Lee  was 
one  of  the  men  who  carried  Lieutenant  Burroughs 
to  the  rear  in  a  dying  condition  just  after  Uncle 
Lee’s  own  horse's  head  had  been  shot  off.  (Uncle 
Lee  told  this  to  Samuel  Ashby,  his  nephew’.) 

William  David  Ashby  b  June  16,  1S47;  m  Etta  Woodward 
(first)  ;  lived  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

1.  Carrie  Ashby  m  Stultz. 

a.  Gertrude. 

b.  Virginia. 


. 
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,  c.  Pettis. 

d.  Gladys  m  J.  F.  Kelsey,  Louisville,  Ky. 

2.  Maggie. 

3.  Gertie  (raised  Gladys,  youngest  daughter  of  her  sister 

Carrie)  ;  d  September,  1934. 

William  David  Ashby  (Uncle  Will)  m  Etta  Stultz  (second). 

4.  Willie  Etta  (married). 

5.  Myrtle  Lee  (died  young). 

6.  Herbert. 

7.  David. 

F.  Julia  Frances  Ashby  b  Sept.  15,  1849;  d  Sept.  28,  1897;  m  Luke 
Dillon,  1865,  when  16  years  old. 

1.  Mary  Elizabeth  Dillon  (Betty)  m  Robert  Parker. 

a.  Chester  Parker  m  Lottie  Ridgway. 

1.  Ruth. 

2.  Jeanette. 

3.  Robert. 

b.  Edgar  Parker  m  Caroll  Kennedy — have  son 

Marion. 

2.  Edwin  Ashbv  Dillon  m  Winnie  Kale. 

4 

a.  Julia. 

b.  Luther. 

3.  Nellie  Dillon  m  Chester  Weaver. 

a.  Frances  Weaver  m  Roy  Fisher. 

1.  Marilyn. 

b.  Marvin. 

4.  Thomas  L.  Dillon  m  Miriam  Kubcr  (residences  are  In¬ 

dianapolis  and  Pittsboro). 

5.  Daisy  Dillpn  m  Chas.  Burgelin. 

6.  Margaret  Sue  Dillon  m  Wm.  Leachman  (Erst). 

a.  Jewel. 

b.  Elizabeth. 

m  Chas.  Wall  (second). 

7.  Emma  Dillon  m  Stanley  Biggs. 

a.  Owen. 

b.  Robert. 

c.  Dillon. 

8.  Lora  Edith  Dillon  m  Guy  Dunnington. 

a.  Mary’  Helen  m  Pahud. 

b.  Edwin. 

They  live  . in  Indianapolis. 
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9.  Ruth  Dillon  m  Oscar  Pavey  (first), 
a.  Louise. 

m  C.  A.  Toner  (second).  They  now  live  at  Martins¬ 
ville,  Ind. 

(Note:  Most  of  the  Dillons  live  in  Kendricks 
County,  Indiana.) 

Descendants  of  James  Samuel  Ashby 

(Son  of  Silas  Ashby  and  Margaret  E.  [Watson]  Ashby) 

James  Samuel  Ashby  b  Dec.  27,  18-10;  d  December,  1867;  m  Jane  Alex¬ 
ander  Watson  b  Apr.  2S,  1840;  m  Feb.  4,  1864;  d  Nov.  28,  1913. 

A.  John  Henry  Ashby  b  Oct.  27,  1S64;  d  Sept.  12,  1934;  m  (first) 

Helen  Fox  who  died  in  1900.  She  was  from  near  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky. 

1.  James  Chester  Ashby  b  Oct.  5,  1893;  m  Muriel  Smith 

Jan.  1,  1924. 

a.  Florence  Helen  b  March  IS,  1935. 

They  live  in  Annapolis,  Md. 

(Note:  The  above  James  Chester  Ashby  served  in 
1916  with  the  Indiana  National  Guard  Signal 
Corps  at  the  Mexican  Border.  At  the  time  of  the 
World  War,  he  was  sent  to  France  with  the  Signal 
Corps.  His  rank  was  sergeant,  first  class,  Co.  "C” 
113th  Field  Signal  Battalion,  3S:h  Division.  He 
was  in  France  six  months.  After  the  war,  he  was 
commissioned  a  2d  Lieutenant  in  the  Signal  Corps. 
He  resigned  this  to  join  the  Kentucky  National 
Guard,  and  is  nov/  a  1st  Lieutenant  in  the  Field 
Artillery  Reserve.) 

2.  Isabel  Ashby,  died  when  four  years  old. 

3.  Jennie  Helen  Ashby  b  Aug.  23,  1S9S;  m  J.  K.  Hewitt, 

Louisville,  Ky. 

m  (second)  Constance  Leet  near  LaGrange,  Kv.,  1917. 

4.  Eileen  b  Nov.  12,  1922. 

B.  Betty  Sue  Ashby  b  September,  1866;  m  Everett  Ridgway,  August, 

1890.  He  died  March  13,  1913. 

1.  Leland  Ashby  Ridgway,  died  an  infant. 

2.  Alice  Watson  Ridgway  b  Feb.  22,  1893;  m  Claude  Lin¬ 

ton,  Sept.  1,  1921. 

a.  Marion  b  July  10,  1922. 

3.  Frank  Lawler  Ridgway  b  May  2S,  1S95 ;  m  Eva 

Weaver  June  5,  1920  (first)  ;  m  (second)  Ersie 
Walter  June  2,  1935.  They  live  in  Danville,  Ind. 
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C.  Samuel  Ashby  b  Aug.  24,  1868;  m  Ida  Mary  Reid  Sept.  19, 
1894,  near  Albion,  Illinois. 

1.  Mary  Alice  Ashby  b  Dec.  17,  1895,  11  a.  m.,  3219 

N.  Capitol  Ave.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Dr.  John  Oliver, 
physician;  Alice  Ashby,  nurse;  m  John  Louis  Hilton 
Fuller  June  12,  1920. 

a.  Barbara  Mary  b  Dec.  3,  1921. 

b.  Samuel  Ashby  b  Sept.  2,  1924. 

c.  John  Gilbert  b  March  9,  1929. 

2.  Sarah  Elizabeth  Ashby  b  June  23,  1898,  4  a.  m.,  3219 

N.  Capitol  Ave.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Dr.  James  H. 
Brill,  physician;  Grandmother  Reid,  nurse;  m  Earl 
A.  Heassler  Sept.  2,  1922. 

a.  Elizabeth  Jane  Heassler  (Betty  Jane)  b  Aug. 

16,  1924. 

b.  Reid  Ashby  Heassler  b  Feb.  20,  1928. 

3.  Samuel  Reid  Ashby  b  Feb.  3,  1904,  3  p.  m.,  1630  N. 

Alabama  St.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Dr.  James  H.  Brill, 
physician;  Miss  Nifer,  nurse. 
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For  five  generations  in  this  line  of  the  Ashby  family,  the  father 
died  young,  leaving  a  widow  and  children.  In  the  case  of  the 
parents  of  Bladen,  Thompson  and  Silas,'  both  parents  died  while 
the  boys  were  young.  Silas  died  at  the  age  of  41,  leaving  a  large 
family,  the  oldest,  Hankinson,  just  15.  Hankinson  died  at  the  age 
of  37,  also  leaving  a  large  family,  and  his  son,  Silas  II,  died  aged 
35.  His  son,  James  Samuel,  wras  27  years  old  when  he  died.  The 
latter,  father  of  Samuel  Ashby,  was  helping  a  neighbor  with  ho 
butchering  when  he  took  suddenly  ill  and  died  in  a  few  days 
wras  thought  the  lifting  of  heavy  hogs  wras  the  cause.  There  w’ere 
different  causes  for  the  other  deaths.  These  men  were  all  farmers, 
at  least  the  last  four  were.  They  wrere  industrious,  but  with  the 
struggle  of  raising  their  families  not  much  money  was  accumu¬ 
lated.  Of  the  fact  that  he  was  born  in  a  k>£  cabin,  Samuel  Ashby 
is  proud  rather  than  otherwise.  Perhaps  it  is  the  correspondence 
of  this  and  other  early  circumstances  with  those  in  the  life  of 

J 

Lincoln  that  early  led  him  to  a  sympathy,  interest  and  great  admi¬ 
ration  for  everything  to  do  with  the  life  of  Lincoln.  He  has  taken 
great  pleasure  in  collecting  books  on  Lincoln,  until  he  has  quite 
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John  Henry  Ashby,  brother  of  Samuel  Ashby,  and  Children 


(See  page  31) 
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a  sizable  library  on  the  subject.  In  this  connection,  he  was  pleased 
in  his  search  for  records  concerning  his  family  to  discover  that 
Thomas  Lincoln,  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  signed  a  document 
as  witness  along  with  Bladen  Ashby  and  Jacob  Van  Meter. 

The  widows  of  these  men  deserve  credit  for  bringing  up  their 
large  families  in  the  face  of  great  hardship.  Sarah  [Collett]  Ashby’s 
grandson,  James  B.  Nickerson,  says  of  her  that  she  was  a  woman 
of  whom  to  be  proud.  At  the  time  her  brother  Daniel  took  her 
back  with  him  to  Ohio,  she  sold  her  farm  in  Shelbv  Countv, 
Kentucky.  Her  son,  Hankinson,  married  young  and  remained  in 
Kentucky  and,  of  course,  made  his  own  way.  Kis  wife,  Edith 
[Pollard]  Ashby,  after  his  death,  brought  up  her  family  in  Old¬ 
ham  County,  Kentucky,  and  most  of  them  lived  to  be  quite  old 
and  were  outstanding  citizens  of  their  communities.  Her  son, 
Silas,  married  Margaret  Elizabeth  Watson  in  Kentucky,  and  after 
his  death  his  widow  came  to  Hendricks  County,  Indiana,  with  her 
family  of  six.  Some  of  the  Pollards  and  Clarks  of  her  neigh- 

j  c_? 

borhood  had  preceded  her  to  Indiana.  Margaret  Elizabeth  Ashby 
was  a  woman  of  great  strength  of  character  and  of  sound  judg¬ 
ment.  Her  grandchildren  all  sound  her  praises.  She  had  three 
sons  in  the  Civil  War  and  two  of  them  died  in  sen/ice.  We  have 
some  of  the  letters  they  wrote  her  while  at  war.  Many  in  the 
community  looked  to  her  for  advice,  because  of  her  wisdom  and 
firm  character.  The  next  widow  was  Jane  Alexander  [Watson] 
Ashby,  wife  of  James  Samuel  Ashby,  and  she  also  was  a  very 

She  needed  this  strength  and  courage,  for  she 


strong  cnaracter. 


was  left  with  two  little  children  and  my  husband  was  not  yet  born. 
I  have  been  told  that  her  hair  turned  white  at  this  time,  and  her 
children  say  that  since  they  can  remember  her  hair  was  white. 
She  often  spoke  to  me  of  how  happy  she  was  during  her  short 
married  life,  and  a  second  marriage  was  entirely  out  of  the  ques¬ 
tion  with  her.  She  said  she  was  strict  with  her  children,  for  she 
felt  she  must  be  both  father  and  mother  to  them.  She  was  ex¬ 
tremely  modest  and  lived  quietly,  devoting  herself  to  her  family. 
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John  Ashby,  the  oldest  child  of  James  Samuel  and  Jane  Alexan¬ 
der  Ashby,  assumed  responsibility  at  an  early  age.  He  farmed 
while  yet  young  and  continued  farming  all  his  life.  He  was  a  good 
neighbor,  always  generous  and  willing  to  help.  He  took  great 
interest  in  his  community  and  in  politics. 

Betty  Sue  [Ashby]  Ridgeway,  the  second  child,  is  said  to  be 
much  like  her  grandmother  Ashby  in  disposition.  She  is  a  sacri¬ 
ficial  mother,  a  good  neighbor,  a  fine  cook,  a  hospitable  hostess, 
and  has  an  understanding  for  the  difficulties  of  others,  especially 
in  time  of  sickness.  She  and  her  husband  were  very  devoted  to 
each  other  and  seemed  to  be  united  in  a  single  purpose  of  making 
their  home  a  pleasant  one  to  receive  their  relatives  and  many 
friends,  and  especially  to  make  it  a  cheerful  place  in  which  to 
bring  up  their  children. 


Sketch  of  Samuel  Ashby 

In  1867  Samuel  Ashby’s  parents,.  James  Samuel  and  Jane 
Alexander  [Watson]  Ashby,  lived  about  one  mile  northwest  of 
Pittsboro,  Kendricks  County,  Indiana,  on  a  farm,  since  known  as 
the  William  McLeod  and  later  as  the  Alonzo  Hunt  farm.  Tames 
Samuel,  the  father,  died  Dec.  7,  1867,  his  young  widow  being  left 
with  two  small  children,  Samuel  Ashby  being  born  August  24th 
after  his  father’s  death.  Soon  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
Jane  Ashby  bought  a  small  tract  of  vacant  land  about  one  mile 
west  of  Pittsboro,  on  the  Indianapolis  and  Crawfordsville  Road, 
adjoining  the  farm  of  Uncle  Dennis  and  Aunt  Rebecca  Clark — 
Aunt  Becky’s  maiden  name  was  Ashby.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Hankinson  and  Edith  Pollard  Ashby  and  aunt  of  the  father  of 
Samuel  Ashby.  During  the  construction  of  her  new  home  in  186S 
the  mother  of  Samuel  with  her  two  little  children  lived  in  a  log 
house  on  Uncle  Dennis  Clark’s  farm  on  the  south  side  of  the  road 
and  a  short  distance  west  of  her  new  home.  It  was  in  this  log 
house  where  Samuel  Ashby  was  born.  When  her  new  home  wras 
completed  Jane  Ashby  with  her  three  small  children  moved  in 
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and  this  continued  to  be  the  Ashby  home  until  all  the  children 
were  grown.  This  home  is  still  owned  by  Samuel  Ashby  and  his 
sister,  Betty  Sue  Ashby  Ridgway. 

Uncle  Dennis  and  Aunt  Rebecca  Clark  and  their  children, 
William,  Jennie,  and  Shelby  Newton  Clark,  were  just  like  grand¬ 
parents  and  uncles  and  aunt  to  Samuel  and  his  brother  and  sister. 
They  were  always  kind  to  and  greatly  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
Jennie  Ashby  and  her  children.  This  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  for 
many  years,  until  her  marriage,  Jennie  Clark,  as  a  matter  of  pro¬ 
tection  and  for  company,  stayed  practically  every  night  in  the 
Ashby  home.  When  Uncle  Dennis  and  his  family  moved  to 
Nebraska,  in  18S0,  they  were  indeed  missed. 


Samuel  Ashby,  from  the  time  he  was  eight  years  old  in  1876, 
lived  with  and  worked  for  his  Uncle  Lee  Ashby  on  his  farm  about 
two  and  one-half  miles  northwest  of  Pittsboro  until  1881,  helping 
with  the  clearing,  ditching  and  farming.  This  farm  is  still  owned 
by  Aunt  Fannie  Ashby,  widow  of  Uncle  Lee.  Samuel  always  had 
a  strong  love  and  affection  for  his  Uncle  Lee.  Ke  has  said  many 
times  that  his  Uncle  Lee  was  the  best  friend  they  ever  had.  Jane 
Alexander  Ashby  (she  was  generally  called  Jennie),  mother  of 
Samuel,  was  an  educated  and  refined  Kentucky  woman  of  high 
character,  who  made  a  great  point  of  encouraging  her  children  in 
their  school  work  in  the  Pittsboro  schools.  She  was  also  interested 
in  their  attendance  at  tire  Pittsboro  Christian  Church  and  Sunday 
School,  of  which  all  the  family  were  members.  Samuel  graduated 
from  Pittsboro  schools  in  1886. 


His  grandmother,  Margaret  Ashby  Cundifr,  was  the  only 
grandparent  living  during  his  life.  After  the  death  of  her  hus¬ 
band,  Silas  Ashby,  in  1S50,  she  lived  a  widow  until  her  family 
was  mown  and  then  married  John  Cundiff  in  1864.  Her  home 
farm  adjoined  Pittsboro  on  the  southwest,  which  place  young 
Samuel  helped  to  farm  while  working  for  his  Uncle  Lee.  She  had 
a  fine  apple  orchard  with  Vandivers,  Rambows,  Milams  and  other 
varieties.  Her  home  stood  out  in  his  life.  As  she  was  known  as 
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an  exceptional  cook,  he  enjoyed  many  a  fine  meal  there.  He  main¬ 
tained  for  her  a  great  affection  and  love,  always  remembering  her 
as  a  woman  of  strong  and  noble  character. 

In  1881  he  worked  for  R.  A.  Thompson  on  a  farm  and  in  a 
tile  and  brick  factory.  His  mother  did  not  begin  farming  for 
herself  until  1882,  and  for  two  years  Samuel  conducted  this  farm 
work  for  her.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  went  to  live  with  and  work 
for  a  neighbor,  Amos  Hoak,  on  his  farm  just  one-half  mile  north 
of  his  mother’s  home,  where  he  worked  for  four  years.  He  had 
a  strong  attachment  for  the  Koak  family,  a  part  of  the  time  going 
to  school  from  there.  In  after  years  he  never  failed  to  visit  the 
Hoaks  when  he  returned  to  Pittsboro. 

He  worked  for  a  few  months  in  the  last  part  of  1887  on  the 
railroad  section  from  Brownsburg  (through  Pittsboro)  to  Ratns- 

town. 

Samuel  had  a  strong  feeling  for  his  Aunt  Julia  Ashby  Dillon 
and  enjoyed  visiting  her  and  Uncle  Luke  and  their  children, 
has  always  been  proud  of  and  loyal  to  his  home  community  o 
Pittsboro  and  to  his  home  friends  and  neighbors. 


A  s- 


Franklin 


On  Jan.  10,  1SS8,  he  entered  the  law*  office  of 
McCray,  his  former  school  teacher,  in  Indianapolis,  and  made  his 
home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  W.  Kill.  He  waited  table  for  his 
board  at  Mrs.  Shelby’s  boarding  house  on  Capitol  Avenue.  In  the 
summer  of  1889  he  helped  Samuel  and  R.  H.  McCray  build  a 
gravel  road  from  Fowler  to  Remington,  Indiana.  He  entered 
Indiana  University  in  September,  1SS9,  and  took  his  LL.B.  degree 
June  17,  1891.  In  the  meantime  he  carried  other  subjects  in  the 
university.  I-Ie  next  went  to  Middlesboro,  Kentucky,  for  McCray 
Brothers,  who  were  street  construction  contractors,  in  order  to 
repay  a  loan  for  his  education.  Fie  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
1S92  and  entered  into  partnership  with  Franklin  McCray,  whi co¬ 
partnership  continued  until  Mr.  McCray  was  elected  Judge  of  the 
Criminal  Court  of  Marion  County,  Indiana,  in  189*1.  Since  then 
he  has  practiced  law  without  a  partner.  While  in  Indiana  Univer- 
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Mary  Alice  Ashby 

at  time  of  graduation  from 
Shortridge  High  School. 

(Age  17  years) 


Sarah  Elizabeth  Ashby 

at  time  of  graduation  from 
Wisconsin  University. 

(Age  2 1  years) 
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sity  he  met  Ida  M.  Reid  of  Albion,  Illinois,  and  they  were  married 
Sept.  19,  1894. 

Ke  has  served  his  church  and  community  in  many  ways  during 
his  residence  in  Indianapolis.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Marion 
County  Election  Commission  1916-1918,  Indianapolis  Corporation 
Counsel  1918-1922,  special  counsel  for  Indianapolis  1922-1923. 
He  was  treasurer  for  31  years,  trustee  and  now  president  and 
counsel  of  the  Pension  Fund  of  the  Disciples  of  Christ,  elder  and 
chairman  of  the  Official  Board  of  the  Central  Christian  Church  of 
Indianapolis  for  many  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Bar  Association,  the  Indiana  Bar  Association,  and  the  Indianapolis 
Bar  Association  (president  of  the  latter  1927).  He  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  a  member  of  the  Indianapolis  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Indiana  University  Alumni  Association,  Mystic  Tie  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  Scottish  Rite.  He  has  served  as  attorney  without  pay 
for  the  Trustees  of  Indiana  World  War  Memorial  since  its  begin- 
ning  in  1920.  He  is  a  member  of  Kiwanis  and  Columbia  Clubs. 
His  office  is  1309  Fletcher  Trust  Building,  Indianapolis.  Some  of 
his  various  business  connections  are  mentioned  in  "Who’s  Who 
in  America." 

CHILDREN  AND  GRANDCHILDREN  OF  SAMUEL  AND 

IDA  REID  ASHBY 

A.  Mary  Alice  Ashby  m  John  Louis  Hilton  Fuller  June  12,  1920. 

1.  Barbara  Mary  Fuller  b  Dec.  3.  1921,  in  Judson  Memorial 

Hospital,  New  York  City;  Dr.  Kenneth  Johnson,  ob¬ 
stetrician. 

2.  Samuel  Ashby  Fuller  b  Sept.  2,  1924,  at  Robert  Long  Hos¬ 

pital,  Indianapolis,  Indiana;  Dr.  C.  O.  McCormick,  ob¬ 
stetrician. 

3.  John  Gilbert  Fuller  b  March  9,  1929,  at  Methodist  Hos¬ 

pital,  Indianapolis,  Indiana;  Dr.  H.  F.  Beckman,  ob¬ 
stetrician. 

B.  Sarah  Elizabeth  Ashby  m  Earl  A.  Heassler  (whom  she  met  at  Wis¬ 
consin  University)  Sept.  2,  1922. 

1.  Elizabeth  Jane  Heassler  (Betty  Jane)  b  Aug.  16,  1924,  Rob¬ 
ert  Long  Hospital,  Indianapolis,  Indiana;  Dr.  C.  O.  Mc¬ 
Cormick,  obstetrician. 
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2.  Reid  Ashby  Heassler  b  Feb.  20,  1928,  Methodist  Hospital, 
Indianapolis,  Indiana;  Dr,  H.  F.  Beckman,  obstetrician. 

C.  Samuel  Reid  Ashby. 

A.  The  above  Mary  Alice  Ashby  graduated  from  Shortridge  High  School 

in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  in  1913.  She  was  secretary  of  her  class  and  on 
the  honor  roll.  After  attending  Butler  University  one  term,  she  went 
to  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  where  she  graduated  with  an  A. 3.  de¬ 
gree  in  1917,  and  was  elected  to  Phi  Beta  Kappa  her  senior  year.  She 
was  a  member  of  Kappa  Alpha  Theta  sorority  and  was  president  of  her 
college  chapter,  Psi,  her  senior  year.  A  year  after  graduation  she  was 
appointed  to  the  office  of  National  Vice  President  of  Kappa  Alpha 
Theta.  The  World  War  was  in  progress  and,  as  she  wanted  to  be  of 
service,  she  took  a  business  course  the  summer  after  graduation  from 
the  university,  and  in  December,  1917,  took  the  Civil  Service  examina¬ 
tion  for  government  clerk  and  stenographer.  She  received  an  appoint¬ 
ment  as  clerk  in  the  War  Department,  Ordnance  Division,  Trench 
Warfare  Section,  in  Washington,  D.  C.  While  in  Washington  she 
served  temporarily  as  secretary  to  Congressman  Merrill  Moores  of  In¬ 
diana.  After  the  armistice  was  signed  she  resigned  and  returned  to 
Indianapolis  to  take  a  position  as  stenographer  in  the  Loan  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Fletcher  Savings  and  Trust  Company.  She  was  married 
June  12,  1920,  to  John  L.  H.  Fuller  at  the  Central  Christian  Church 
(Walnut  and  Delaware  Streets),  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  by  Rev.  Allan  B. 
Philputt  (evening  wedding).  After  the  church  ceremony  there  was  a 
reception  at  the  parents’  home,  1924  N.  Delaware  Street.  The  bride 
wore  a  white  satin  gown,  made  by  Mrs.  Chas.  Mann,  and  a  veil  be¬ 
longing  to  the  groom’s  mother.  Her  cap  was  made  from  lace  from 
her  mother’s  wedding  gown.  Her  sister,  Sarah,  was  maid  of  honor. 
The  bridegroom’s  sister,  Florence  Fuller,  and  Charlotte  Lesh,  of  In¬ 
dianapolis,  were  bridesmaids.  The  best  man  was  Gilbert  Fuller,  broth¬ 
er  of  the  groom.  Other  attendants  were  Robert  Brewer,  Myron  Hughel, 
Howard  Caldwell  and  Joseph  Ostrander.  After  their  marriage  they 
lived  for  four  years  in  New  York  City,  part  of  the  time  in  Yonkers, 
N.  Y.  While  in  New  York,  Mary  served  as  Theta  state  chairman  for 
the  state  of  New  York,  hawing  resigned  her  position  as  Grand  Vice 
President  at  the  time  she  was  married.  In  February',  1924,  they  re¬ 
turned  to  Indianapolis  to  live.  Mary  was  president  of  the  Indianapolis 
Theta  Alumnae  Chapter  in  1926-27.  She  is  now  (1936-37)  Secretary 
of  the  Indianapolis  League  of  Women  Voters.  The  Fullers’  first  home 
in  Indianapolis  was  at  161S  N.  New  Jersey  Street.  In  December,  1927, 
they  moved  to  the  home  they  built  at  5225  N.  Illinois  Street. 

B.  The  above  Sarah  Elizabeth  Ashby  graduated  from  Shortridge  High  School 

in  Indianapolis  in  1915.  She  was  on  the  Annual  staff  and  the  honor 
roll.  She  attended  the  University  of  Wisconsin  and  graduated  with  an 
A.B.  degree  in  1919.  In  her  senior  year  she  was  elected  to  Phi  Beta 
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Kappa.  She  received  a  scholarship  in  English,  and  was  given  an  A.M. 
degree  in  1920.  She  was  a  member  of  Kappa  Alpha  Theta  sorority,  of 
which  she  was  president  her  senior  year.  She  was  on  the  Y.  W.  C.  A. 
Council  and  helped  to  edit  The  Badger,  the  university  yearbook.  She 
was  also  offered  a  fellowship  in  the  English  Department.  She  earned 
a  membership  in  the  W.  A.  A.  (Woman’s  Athletic  Association).  After 
receiving  her  A.M.  degree,  she  was  called  to  Bethany  College,  Bethany, 
West  Virginia,  where  she  was  a  member  of  the  faculty  in  the  English 
Department.  Although  she  was  asked  to  retain  this  position,  she 
wished  to  live  at  home  one  year  before  her  marriage,  and  was  for¬ 
tunate  to  receive  a  place  as  English  teacher  in  Technical  High  School 
in  ’ Indianapolis.  Before  and  since  her  marriage  she  has  taught  in  vari¬ 
ous  departments  of  the  Central  Christian  Church  Sunday  School.  She  was 
married  to  Earl  A.  Heassler,  whose  home  was  at  Madison,  Wis.,  Sept.  2, 
1922,  at  the  Central  Christian  Church,  in  the  evening,  by  Rev.  Allan  B. 
Philputt.  A  reception  followed  at  the  home  of  the  parents,  1924  N.  Dela¬ 
ware  Street,  Indianapolis.  The  bride  wore  a  white  satin  gown.  The 
wedding  veil  and  tulle  cap  were  trimmed  with  lace  from  her  mother’s 
wedding  gown.  Mary  Ashby  Fuller  was  matron  of  honor.  Elizabeth 
Horner,  Charlotte  Lesh,  Lorena  Ray  and  Greta  Shulz  were  brides¬ 
maids.  Little  girls  of  her  Sunday  School  class  were  flower  girls.  The 
groom’s  brother,  Alton  Heassler,  was  best  man,  and  Elton  Morice, 
F,obert  Brewer,  Harold  Horner  and  Samuel  Reid  Ashby  were  ushers. 
After  their  marriage,  the  Heasslers  went  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  to  live 
for  one  year.  They  came  back  to  Indianapolis  in  1923,  their  first  resi¬ 
dence  being  at  1620  N.  New  Jersey  Street,  and  their  next  at  5221  N. 
Illinois  Street,  a  brick  house  built  by  Earl  while  in  the  real  estate  and 
building  business.  The  Fullers  and  Heasslers  have  homes  adjoining. 
They  have  a  common  playground  in  the  back,  and  they  seem  to  have 
the  houses  in  common  also.  These  homes  were  built  on  property 
owned  by  Ida  Reid  Ashby  for  30  years  or  more  before  she  gave  it  to 
her  daughters  and  sons-in-law  to  build  on,  and  they  were  assisted  in 
financing  the  building  by  Samuel  Ashby,  their  father. 

(Note:  There  will  be  records  of  the  husbands  of  Mary  Alice  and 
Sarah  Elizabeth  Ashby  under  the  Fuller  and  Heassler  lineage.) 

C.  Samuel  Reid  Ashby  graduated  from  Technical  High  School  in  1921,  and 
was  elected  president  of  the  senior  class.  Pie  took  an  active  part  in 
school  affairs.  Prof.  Milo  Iff.  Stuart  was  then  principal  of  the  high 
school.  He  took  Scout  work  at  the  usual  age  and  attained  the  rank  of 
Eagle  Scout.  He  attended  Indiana  University,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1924  with  an  A.B.  degree.  He  was  a  member  of  Beta  Theta  Pi 
fraternity  and  was  also  active  in  swimming  tournaments.  He  next 
entered  Harvard  Law  School,  where  he  took  two  years’  work  and  also 
took  some  work  in  the  Harvard  Business  School.  While  at  Indiana 
University  his  minor  course  was  Geology,  and  he  assisted  in  making 
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surveys  of  the  lakes  of  northern  Indiana.  Later  he  worked  with 
Professor  Clyde  Malott,  of  Indiana  University,  in  the  location  of  coal 
deposits  in  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa  and  Missouri,  which  could  be  mined 
by  the  stripping  process,  and  located  several  valuable  fields.  He  is  now 
connected  with  one  of  these  mines. 
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Samuel  Reid  Ashby  (Scout) 

(See  page  39) 


The  Collett  Family 


^|p^IFFERENT  branches  of  the  Collett  family  have 
worked  on  their  line,  and  they  do  not  all  agree, 
therefore  I  will  give  first  the  record  given  me 
by  the  descendants  of  Sarah  [Collett]  Ashby. 

"Three  Collett  brothers,  Huguenots,  were  driv¬ 
en  from  France,  one  fled  to  the  mountains  of 
France,  one  to  England,  and  one  embarked  with  his  wife  to  America. 
A  son  was  born  on  the  voyage,  but  the  wife  died.  The  son’s  name  was 
Stephen,  and  one  record  says  he  married  Elizabeth  Wiley.  They  settled 
near  Baltimore,  Md.  Moses  Collett,  son  of  Steohen.  married  Elizabeth 
Armstrong.  They  settled  in  Jefferson  County,  Virginia.” 


1.  Moses  Collett  b  Nov.  17,  171S;  d  June  6,  1783;  m  Elizabeth  Armstrong 
b  Aug.  18,  1725. 

A.  Stephen  b  May  9,  1746;  went  to  Kentucky,  killed  by  Indians 

1S20. 

B.  Rachel  b  Dec.  15,  1748;  d  1813;  m  Sparks  in  Maryland. 

C.  Daniel  b  Feb.  10,  1752;  d  June  2S,  1835  ;  m  Mary  Haines. 

D.  Elizabeth  b  Dec.  18,  1754;  d  Feb.  27,  1 S 1 6 ;  m  Byers  or  Benj. 

Wiley.  Some  of  her  family  lived  in  Indiana. 

E.  John  b  Nov.  8,  1757;  d  in  Eugene,  Indiana,  1833  ;  m  Elizabeth 

Stevenson,  ancestor  of  John  ?.  Collett,  of  Indianapolis. 

F.  Isaac  b  June  14,  1760. 

G.  Aaron  b  May  11,  1763;  d  Aug.  16,  1785,  by  Indians. 

H.  Sarah  b  Sept.  30,  1766;  d  July  24,  1824;  m  Silas  Ashby  April 

21,  1789.  Their  children  and  descendants  given  in  the  rec¬ 
ords  of  the  Ashby  family. 


Daniel  Collett,  brother  of  Sarah  [Collett]  Ashby,  served  as  a 
county  magistrate  in  Jefferson  County,  Virginia,  also  as  a  High 
Sheriff.  He  came  to  Clinton  Countv,  Ohio,  in  1812,  where  he 
purchased  3,000  acres  of  land.  His  descendants  were  prominent 
people  in  Ohio  and  many  of  their  large  brick  houses  still  remain. 
The  Colletts  and  McKays  also  intermarried  and  we  visited  in  the 
old  McKay  homestead,  where  Sarah  [McKay]  Smith  now  resides. 
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She  is  the  granddaughter  of  Martha  Ashby,  who  married  Clark 
Nickerson. 

John  P.  Collett,  of  Indianapolis,  has  traced  the  Collett  line 
back  to  England  in  the  Sixteenth  Century,  and  it  is  included 
here,  although  it  does  not  agree  with  the  traditions  in  the  Sarah 
[Collett]  Ashby  family. 

1.  John  Collett,  merchant  of  London  and  Little  Gidding,  England;  b  1578; 
d  1659;  m  Susanna  Ferrar  1600,  also  of  Little  Gidding,  Huntingdon¬ 
shire,  England.  She  was  b  1580;  d  Oct.  9,  1657. 

A.  James  Collett,  Middle  Temple,  England,  and  Virginia,  U.  S.  A. 

B.  Anna  Collett,  associated  with  her  sister  Mary  in  bookbinding, 

Little  Gidding,  England. 

C.  Nicholas  Collett,  merchant,  London,  England. 

D.  Hester  Collett  m  Francis  Kestian. 

E.  Edward  Collett,  goldsmith,  London,  England. 

F.  Elizabeth  Collett  m  (first)  Benj.  Woodnoth;  (second)  John 

Goldsmith. 

G.  Richard  Collett  b  1602;  d  1668,  Baltimore,  Md. 

*H.  John  Collett  b  1604;  d  1669,  Baltimore  Md.;  left  England 
1650;  m  1639-  Will  witnesses  John  and  Geo.  Goldsmith. 

I.  Margaret  Collett  m  Thomas  Laggatt. 

J.  Joyce  Collett  m  Edw.  Wallis  Sawtry,  Huntingdonshire,  England. 

K.  Rev.  Ferrar  Collett  b  Cambridge,  England;  d  1679. 

L.  Judith  Collett  m  Rev.  Solomon  Mapletoft. 

M.  Mary  Collett  b  1623;  conducted  a  bookbinder/  at  Little  Gid¬ 

ding,  England. 

N.  Susanna  Collett  m  (first)  Rev.  Joshua  Mapletoft;  (second) 

James  Chedley. 

*H.  John  Collett  above. 

1.  John  b  1642;  d  1673  (unmarried). 

2.  George  b  1655. 

*3.  Samuel  b  1640;  m  1672;  d  1706. 

4.  Mary  b  1645;  m  Geo.  Goldsmith,  will  probated 
July  20,  1666. 

*3.  Samuel  Collett  above. 

a.  David  Collett  b  1673;  m  1700. 

*1.  Daniel  b  July  3,  1701;  d 
June  15,  17S4;  m  (first) 
Ruth;  (second)  Susanna 
McKenly,  who  d  ISO  1 . 

2.  Ruth  b  1703. 

3.  Moses  b  1705. 
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*1.  Daniel  Collett  above. 
*a.  Moses  b  1725;  d 
1802;  m  Jan. 
12,  1745,  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Wyle, 
sister  of  Ester 
Wyle,  wife  of 
John  Steven¬ 
son. 

b.  El izabeth  b  1 7 27 ; 
m  Martin  Mur¬ 
phy  Dec.  1 5, 


1754. 

c. 

Sampson. 

d. 

Jemima. 

e. 

Mark. 

f. 

William. 

g- 

Rachel. 

h. 

Stephen. 

*a.  The  above  Moses  Collett’s  children  are  given: 

1.  Stephen  b  May,  1746;  d  Maryland. 

2.  Rachel  b  1748;  m  John  Kilpatrick,  Balti¬ 

more,  Md. 

3.  Daniel  b  1752;  d  1835  in  Ohio.  (He brought 

his  sister,  Sarah  Collett  Ashby,  to  Ohio 
after  her  husband’s  death.) 

4.  Moses  b  1750;  d  1S36,  Maryland. 

5.  Elizabeth  Collett  b  1754;  m  John  Teague, 

•  Baltimore,  Md. 

6.  John  b  1760;  d  Jan.  22,  1834;  buried  Terre 

Haute,  Ind. ;  m  Elizabeth  Stevenson, 
daughter  of  Robt.  Stevenson,  of  Maryland. 

7.  Isaac  Collett  b  1762;  d  17S0,  Maryland. 

8.  Aaron  b  1763;  d  17S5,  Kentucky. 

9.  Sarah  b  1765;  d  1824,  Ohio;  m  Silas  Ashby, 

April  21,  17S9,  in  Kentucky. 

(Note:  John  D.  Collett  and  his  son  John  P.  Collett,  of  Indianapolis,  are 
descendants  of  the  above  John  Collett,  who  married  Elizabeth  Stevenson. 
John  P.  Collett  is  a  friend  of  Samuel  R.  Ashby  and  was  his  roommate  at 
Harvard.  The  Indianapolis  Colletts  have  their  line  in  full  to  the  present, 
and  the  Colletts  in  Ohio  also  have  their  line  in  full.  In  Maryland  land 
records  there  is  record  of  a  survey  for  Richard  Collett  of  700  acres,  called 
Collettstown,  Sept.  15,  1659.) 
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Pollard  Family 


of  Silas  and  Sarah  [Collett]  Ashby’s  chil¬ 
dren  married  Pollards.  This  family  appears  to 
have  settled  first  in  King  and  Queen  counties, 

of  the  Eighteenth 
.udes  many  distin¬ 
guished  names  (among  them  the  old  clerks  of 
King  and  Queen,  King  William  and  Hanover  counties),  and  their 
descendants  have  spread  all  over  the  country.  Robert  Pollard  was 
clerk  of  King  William  County  for  about  40  years.  The  old  seat 
of  the  family  in  King  William  County  was  at  "Mt.  Zoar.”  The 
house  was  a  great  mansion.  It  was  burned  in  1850,  rebuilt  and 
burned  again  in  1890.  The  Pollards  intermarried  with  the  Ed¬ 
wards  and  Byrd  families  and  others.  Some  of  the  Pollards  and 

J 

Byrds  (Birds)  moved  to  Kentucky  and  located  in  the  vicinity  of 
Shelbyville  and  Cropper,  Kentucky,  and  later  members  of  the 
family  moved  to  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Ohio.  The  first  of  the 
Kentucky  Pollards  of  our  line  was  Henry  Pollard  (or  perhaps  John 
Pollard).  His  children  are: 

A.  Henry  Pollard  m  Anna  Ashby,  July  14,  IS  10. 

B.  Edith  Pollard  m  Hankinson  Ashby,  Feb.  6,  1S10  (our  ancestor). 

C.  Allison  Pollard  m  Mary  Ashby,  1817;  d  1SS2. 

D.  Rebecca  Pollard  m  (first)  Henry  Bird,  1812;  (second)  Jos.  Y. 

Cropper,  March  25,  1S22. 

E.  Rachel  Pollard  m  Jeremiah  Moore,  March  14,  1316. 

F.  Mary  Pollard  m  John  Fuell,  Oct.  6,  1S08. 

G.  Elizabeth  Pollard  m  Wm.  Kitson,  March  28,  1S20. 


These  sisters  lived  near  Cropper,  Kentucky,  in  Shelby  County’, 
near  the  home  of  Hankinson  and  Edith  [Pollard]  Ashby.  The 
above  Rebecca  Pollard  Bird  had  three  children,  and  one  of  her 
grandsons,  Frank  Bird,  son  of  Abram  Bird,  lived  in  Indianapolis 
and  built  up  a  large  transfer  company,  known  as  the  Frank  Bird 
Company,  and  he  had  a  daughter  named  Jessie.  Rebecca  Pollard 
Bird  married  second  Joseph  Young  Cropper.  They  had  two  sons: 
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1.  James  Cropper,  whose  son 

a.  Joseph  H.  Cropper  m  Stella  V.  Rogers,  optician  of  Indian¬ 
apolis. 

2.  John  Cropper. 

Allison  Pollard,  who  married  Mary  Ashby  in  1817,  was  born 
in  1794.  They  moved  from  Shelby  County,  Kentucky,  to  Indiana, 
north  of  Indianapolis.  Their  children  are: 

1.  Elizabeth  Pollard  b  April,  ISIS;  m  Hornaday. 

2.  Henry  Pollard  b  1S20. 

3.  Emily  Pollard  b  1S23;  m  Hollingsworth. 

4.  Sarah  Pollard  b  1827;  m  Staton. 

5.  Martha  Ann  Pollard  b  1S30. 

6.  William  Pollard  b  1832;  m  Amanda  Jennings. 

7.  Clark  Nickerson  Pollard  b  1834.  (He  was  a  Judge  at  Kokomo,  Ind.) 

8.  Mary  Ann  Pollard  b  1837 ;  m  Brouhard.  (Mrs.  John  E.  Campbell, 

of  Indianapolis,  is  a  daughter.) 

9.  Silas  Ashby  Pollard  b  1821.  (He  had  a  daughter  who  married 

- Hornaday,  and  they  had  two  sons  who  were  law¬ 
yers,  one  at  Zionsville,  Indiana,  and  one  a  Judge,  John  Horna¬ 
day,  Judge  at  Lebanon,  Indiana.) 

Allison  Pollard  died  near  New  Augusta,  north  of  Indianaoolis, 
August  11,  18S2.  He  volunteered  in  the  War  of  1812  in  Captain 
Ford’s  Kentucky  Militia,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans. 
When  mustered  out  of  the  army,  he  walked  all  the  way  from  New 
Orleans  to  Shelbyville,  Kentucky.  He  left  Kentucky  with  his 
family  in  1S20  on  account  of  his  opposition  to  slavery,  and  set¬ 
tled  first  in  Ohio,  then  came  to  Pvandolph  County,  Indiana,  in 
1832,  and  to  Marion  County  in  1836.  He  voted  for  sixteen  pres¬ 
idents  beginning  with  Monroe.  Hankinson  Ashby,  his  brother- 
in-law  and  our  ancestor,  also  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 

There  is  a  tradition  in  the  family  that  one  of  the  Pollards  was 

✓ 

in  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  1775.  If  it  was  in  our  line  it  would 
have  been  the  first  Henry  or  John.  That  will  be  to  look  up  later. 


; 
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Watson  Family 


AMUEL  ASHBY’S  mother  was  a  Watson,  and 
his  father’s  mother  was  a  Watson.  We  have 
three  Watson  family  bibles  and  other  Watson 
family  records  which  give  us  a  fairly  complete 
outline  of  the  history  of  the  branch  of  the 

J 

family  with  which  we  are  connected. 

"One  John  Watson,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  a  native  of 
England,  married  Peggy  Smith,  whom  he  saved  from  drowning, 
they  having  come  to  America  on  the  same  ship.  A.  large  and 
prominent  family  of  Watsons  settled  thereabouts,  and  one  moved 
to  Kentucky,  and  had  five  children.”  The  Watsons  were  of  En¬ 
glish  and  Scotch  descent.  We  do  not  knowr  where  this  line  of 
Watsons  Erst  landed  in  America.  Most  of  the  following  lived  in 
Kentucky,  and  some  of  them  moved  to  Hendricks  County,  In¬ 
diana,  in  and  near  the  town  of  Pittsboro,  Indiana.  Uncle  Lee 
Ashby  read  an  essay  at  school  in  which  he  stated  the  Watsons  of 
our  line  came  from  Maryland. 

The  following  are  brothers  and  sisters: 


I.  William  Watson  m  Nancy  Ryan  (her  mother  was  Frances  Pratt).  This 
William  was  the  great-grandfather  of  Samuel  Ashby  on.  his  mother's 


IV 
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side. 


II. 


Samuel  Watson  m  Mary  Watson.  These  arc  the  great-great-grandpar¬ 
ents  of  Samuel  Ashby  on  his  father’s  side. 

III.  James  R.  Watson  m  Ryan. 

Jacob  Watson  m  unknown. 

Mary  Watson  (unmarried). 

(Note.  Frances  Pratt,  mother  of  Nancy  [Ryan]  Watson,  was  owner 
of  the  wedding  ring  which  will  come  to  Barbara  Mary  Fuller, 
eighth  in  line  from  her.  The  ring  dates  back  to  1750  or  earlier. 
It  goes  to  the  oldest  daughter  of  each  generation.  Alice  [Ridgeway] 
Linton  has  the  ring  at  present.) 

William  Watson  m  Nancy  Ryan  (great-grandparents  of  Samuel  Ashby). 

A.  Thomas  Watson  d  1832. 

B.  Samuel  Watson. 

C.  William  Watson. 


(I) 
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Rear,  light,  John  W.  Watson,  brother  of  Jane  Alexander  Watson, 
and,  center,  front,  his  daughter,  Mattie  R.  Watson.  Others  are  his 
cousin,  George  Rankin,  and  his  daughters,  Lorena  Baker  and  Ristori 

Rankin. 
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D.  James  Ryan  Watson  b  1S07  (grandfather  of  Samuel  Ashby). 

E.  Margaret  Watson. 

F.  Nancy  Ann  Watson. 

G.  Sallie  Watson. 

H.  Narcissus  Watson  b  1803. 

I.  Narvilla  Watson  b  1805. 

B.  The  above  Samuel  Watson  m  Agnes  Red. 

1.  James  Minor  Watson. 

2.  Elizabeth  Watson  m  Bryan. 

3.  Frances  A.  Watson  b  1S20;  m  A.  B.  Lansing,  Sept. 

IS,  1S3S.  The  Lansings,  wealthy  people,  lived  in 
St.  Louis. 

a.  Fannie  Lansing  b  1848. 

b.  Henry  Samuel  Lansing  b  1S53. 

c.  Edward  Watson  Lansing  b  1856. 

d.  Jessie  A.  Lansing  b  1S59. 

C.  The  above  William  Watson  m  Sarah  Glass. 

1.  Margarite  Ellen  Watson  m  unknown. 

2.  James  Watson  m  Jane  Brown. 

D.  The  above  James  Ryan  Watson  b  1S07;  m  Mahala  Lawler 

Nov.  8,  1833,  in  Kentucky.  (These  are  the  grandparents 
of  Samuel  Ashby.)  Mahala  Lawler  b  IS  14. 

1.  Susan  Lawder  Watson  b  Oct.  20,  1S34;  d  1899. 

2.  John  Wm.  Watson  b  April  21,  1836;  d  1919. 

3.  Sarah  Ann  Watson  b  July  S,  1837. 

4.  David  Thomas  Watson  b  Nov.  2,  1838. 

5.  Jane  Alexander  Watson  b  April  2S,  1S40;  d  Nov. 

2S,  1913;  m  James  Samuel  Ashby,  Feb  4,  1864 
(parents  of  Samuel  Ashby).  Their  children  are 
given  in  the  Ashby  record. 

6.  James  Robert  Watson  b  Nov.  20,  1841,  died  in 

youth. 

7.  Mahala  Margaret  Watson  b  May  2,  1844. 

(2)  The  above  John  Wm.  Watson  m  Matilda 
Bright  Burt  in  Kentucky,  1856. 

a.  Mattie  R.  Watson  b  March  6,  1361 

(Cousin  Mattie)  unmarried.  She 
kept  house  for  her  father  and 
brother  after  her  mother’s  death. 
She  died  January,  1916,  three 
years  before  her  father’s  death. 

b.  Henry  P.  Watson  b  Sept.  3,  1864; 

d  Feb.  14,  1911. 
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(4)  The  above  David  Thomas  Watson  left  home 
in  1865  and  never  was  heard  from  again. 
(Note:  The  children  of  James  and  Mahala 
[Lawler]  Watson  were  left  orphans  when 
young,  and  were  cared  for  by  different 
relatives. ) 

(7)  The  above  Mahala  Margaret  Watson  m  Wm. 
H.  Miles  1S64;  d  1866,  in  Kentucky, 
a.  Susie  R.  Miles  b  Jan.  11,  1866;  m 
Chas.  Stith  Jan.  3,  1SS8. 

1.  Narvilla  Stith  b  June  15, 


1893;  owner  in  her  gen¬ 
eration  of  the  Frances 
[Pratt]  Ryan  ring. 

(E)  The  above  Margaret  Watson  m  Isaac  Booker  in  Kentucky. 

*  1 

1.  Cassandra  Booker  m  Thomas  Scnrimsher.  (They  lived 

in  Indianapolis.) 

2.  Harrison  Booker  (unmarried). 

3.  Malon  Booker  m  Isaacs  (first);  Patterson  (second). 

4.  Letha  Booker  m  Asher. 

5.  Julia  Booker  (unmarried). 

6.  Minerva  Booker  (unmarried). 

7.  Elinor  Booker  m  August  Eager. 

a.  Isabel  Narvilla  Fager  m  James  Fox. 

1.  Helen. 

2.  Mary. 

3.  Bessie 

Helen  Fox  married  John  Ashby,  broth¬ 
er  of  Samuel  Ashby.  Their  children 
are  given  in  the  Ashby  record. 

b.  Ida  Fager  m  Camden  Leet. 

1.  Alfred. 

2.  Wiiiemay. 

3.  Roscoc. 

4.  Earl. 


5.  Constance. 

Constance  Leet  was  the  second  wife  of 
the  above  John  Ashby,  and  her  child 
is  given  in  the  Ashby  record. 

(G)  The  above  Sallie  Watson  (daughter  of  William  and  Nancy 
[Ryan]  Watson)  m  Samuel  Rankin  in  Kentucky. 

1.  Robert  and  Samuel  Rankin  (twins). 


2.  Rebecca  Rankin. 


3.  George  Rankin  and  Francis  Rankin  (twins). 
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4.  Thomas  Rankin  (father  of  Fannie  Rankin  who  m 
Leander  B.  Ashby,  uncle  of  Samuel  Ashby). 

(H)  The  above  Narcissus  Watson  (daughter  of  William  and 

Nancy  [Ryan]  Watson)  m  George  Anderson  in  Kentucky. 

1.  Richard  Anderson. 

2.  William  Anderson. 

3.  Francis  Anderson,  d  1S64. 

4.  John  M.  Anderson  m  Fannie  A.  Eddins  (grand¬ 

daughter  of  Hankinson  and  Edith  [Pollard] 
Ashby).  Their  children  are  given  in  the  Ashby 
record. 

5.  Frank  Anderson  b  1S71. 

(I)  The  above  Narvilla  Watson  (daughter  of  William  and 

Nancy  [Ryan]  Watson)  m  Anthony  Russell  in  Kentucky. 
Their  children  died  in  infancy.  Narvilla  [Watson]  Rus¬ 
sell  cared  for  her  nieces,  Jane  Alexander  Watson  (moth¬ 
er  of  Samuel  Ashby)  and  Mahala  and  Susan  Watson, 
whose  parents  died  when  they  were  young. 

(II)  The  above  Samuel  Watson  (great-great-grandfather  of  Samuel  Ashby  on 
his  father’s  mother’s  side)  m  Mary  Watson. 

A.  John  Watson  b  July  12,  17S9;  d  Jan.  13,  1S62;  m  Eleanor 
Whittington  Porter  June  19,  1S17.  She  d  Oct.  31,  1S27. 

1.  Margaret  Elizabeth  Watson  b  Feb.  9,  1S20 ;  m  Silas 

Ashby  (grandparents  of  Samuel  Ashby). 

2.  Maryr  Jane  Watson  (unmarried)  b  Sept.  3,  1818;  d 

Aug.  3,  1S36. 

3.  Julia  Ann  Porter  Watson  m  Young;  b  Feb.  6,  1822; 

d  August,  1840. 

'  4.  Henry  Samuel  Watson  m  Emily  Hindman. 

5.  John  Wm.  Watson  m  Emily  Hindman  Watson,  widow 
of  Henry7  Samuel  Watson. 

(Note:  Margaret  Elizabeth  "Watson  was  born  in 
Kentucky  and  died  in  Indiana,  March  24,  1SS3. 
She  was  married  to  Silas  Ashby  in  Kentucky 
near  Louisville.  After  her  husband  died,  she  and 
her  children  moved  to  Hendricks  County7,  Indi¬ 
ana.  She  married  (second)  John  CundifT,  June 
28,  1864.) 

The  above  Henry  Samuel  Watson  b  Feb.  2,  1S24;  m  Emily 
Hindman  and  went  to  California  and  died  there.  He  land 
two  daughters,  Margaret  and  Mary,  and  a  son,  John.  His 
brother,  the  above  John  Wm.  Watson,  accompanied  him  to 
California  to  hunt  gold  about  1847,  and  after  the  death  of 
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Henry  Samuel  Watson  married  his  widow  and  cared  for 
her  children. 

The  above  John  Watson,  great-grandfather  of  Samuel  Ashby, 
was  married  a  second  time  to  Rebecca  Huffman  Core,  July 
12,  1S32.  She  died  in  1S33.  Their  daughter,  Serepta  Nor¬ 
ton  Watson,  died  in  infancy.  John  Watson  was  married  a 
third  time  to  Martha  A.  B.  Griffith,  March  16,  1835.  She 
died  March  3,  1840.  Their  children  are: 

1.  Eleanor  Rebecca  Watson  b  Feb.  9,  1836.  She  mar¬ 

ried  Wm.  Gaily  and  lived  in  Kentucky,  and  had  a 
family. 

2.  Mary  Virginia  Watson  b  Aug.  9,  1S38.  She  married 

an  Oglesby. 


(Ill)  The  above  James  R.  Watson  (brother  of  William  Watson  who  married 
Nancy  Ryan),  also  married  a  Ryan. 


A. 


Ibbie  Watson  m  Oglesby. 

1.  Amanda  Oglesby  m  Wm.  Prather. 

2.  Ophelia  Oglesby  m  (Erst)  Adamson;  (second)  Joseph 

Pedicord. 

3.  Emeiine  Oglesby  m  James  Wilson. 

4.  Richard  James  Oglesby  (governor  of  Illinois)  m  (first) 

White;  m  (second)  Pullman. 


The  above  Richard  James  Oglesby  was  born  in  Old¬ 
ham  County,  Kentucky,  July  25,  1824.  He  served 
as  a  1st  Lieutenant  in  the  Mexican  War;  in  1849 
was  among  the  gold  seekers  who  made  the  overland 
trip  to  California,  where  he  engaged  in  mining  for 
two  vears.  He  returned  to  Illinois  and  was  elected 
State  Senator  in  I860,  but  resigned  to  enter  the 
Lin  ion  Army  in  the  Civil  War.  He  was  Colonel  of 
the  8th  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  before  the  c  of 
the  war  was  promoted  to  Major-General.  He  was 
three  times  governor  of  Illinois,  being  first  elected 
in  1S64,  re-elected  in  1S72,  and  again  in  1885.  He 
was  elected  U.  S.  Senator  in  1873  and  served  six 
years.  He  died  in  Elkhart,  Illinois,  April  24,  1899. 
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Porter  Family 


RS.  CHICHESTER  T.  PEIRCE,  a  genealogist, 
of  Nuttsville,  Virginia, 

have  been  the  brother  of  Joseph  Porter,  who 
was  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Ann  [Calvert] 
Porter,  as  they  were  near  the  same  age.  The 
Calvert  line  leads  back  to  the  Barons  of  Bal¬ 
timore.  There  were  other  Porters  of  Stafford  Count}'  who  were 
Huguenot  refugees. 

1.  John  Porter  m  Margaret  Beard  April  1,  1756. 

A.  Elizabeth  Porter  b  May  18,  1757. 

B.  Sally  Porter  b  Jan.  25,  1759. 

C.  Peggy  Porter  b  Feb.  25,  1761. 

D.  Rebecca  Porter  b  Jan.  14,  1763. 

E.  Mary  Porter  b  Feb.  26,  1765. 

F.  William  Porter  b  April  14,  1767. 

G.  John  Porter  b  May  IS,  1769. 

H.  Wrissam  Lewis  Porter  b  April  7,  1771. 

I.  Manha  Porter  b  Jan.  31,  1773. 

J.  Joseph  Porter  b  Jan.  19,  1775;  m  Margaret  Smith,  September,  180S. 

K.  Richard  Boston  Porter  b  June  26,  1777. 

L.  James  Porter  b  April  24,  1779. 

M.  Nancy  Porter  b  April  6,  1781. 

N.  George  Washington  Porter  b  Jan.  27,  17S3. 

(F)  The  above  William  Porter  m  Peggy  Whittington  July  26,  1792. 

1.  Jenny  Strawbridge  Porter  b  June  5,  1793. 

2.  Eleanor  (Nellie)  Whittington  Porter  b  Sept.  7,  1796. 

3.  Elizabeth  Porter  b  March  4,  1798. 

4.  John  Brown  Porter  b  Jin.  7,  1800;  d  1802. 

5.  Henry  Porter  b  Aug.  26,  1801. 

6.  Julia  Ann  Porter  b  March  20,  1S03. 

7.  Cleopatra  Porter  b  July  4,  ISOS. 

The  above  Eleanor  (Nellie)  Whittington  Porter  mar¬ 
ried  John  Watson,  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Man' 
Watson,  and  their  children  arc  given  under  IT  of 
the  Watson  family.  Their  daughter,  Margaret 
Elizabeth  Watson,  married  Silas  Ashbv,  the  erand- 
father  of  Samuel  Ashby. 


says  John  Porter  may 
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Lawler  Family 


1.  John  Lawler  m  Rachel. 

A.  David  Lawler  b  July  5,  1781;  d  Dec.  22,  1S46;  m  Sarah  Winer, 
daughter  of  George  and  Mary  Winer,  of  Virginia.  She  was  b 
Aug.  10,  1788. 

1.  Man’  Ann  Lawler  b  Dec.  24,  1806. 

2.  Elizabeth  Lawler  b  Dec.  11,  ISOS. 

3.  Sally  Ann  Lawler  b  June  4,  1811;  d  Dec.  22,  1816. 

4.  Mahala  Lawler  b  Jan.  3,  1S14;  d  Aug.  29,  1849. 

5.  Louisa  Lawler  b  Feb.  S,  1316. 

6.  Nancy  Lawler  b  July  25,  ISIS;  d  1903. 

7.  Robert  Lawler  b  Feb.  13,  1S21. 

S.  John  Lawler  b  Aug.  24,  1823. 

9.  George  Lawler  b  June  15,  1S27 ;  d  May  25.  1909.  Con¬ 
federate  soldier. 

10.  Rachel  Lawler  b  Nov.  15,  1S50. 

4.  The  above  Mahala  Lawler  married  James  Ryan  Wat¬ 
son  in  1S33,  and  their  children  are  given  in  the 
Watson  record.  They  are  the  parents  of  Jane  Alex¬ 
ander  Watson,  mother  of  Samuel  Ashby. 

8.  The  above  John  Lawler’s  daughter  Kate  married 

Henry  Clark  and  lives  in  Richmond,  Indiana. 

9.  The  above  George  Lawler  had  a  son  George  Lewder 

and  other  children. 

10.  The  above  Rachel  Lawler  married  George  Washing¬ 
ton  Ball. 

The  Lawlers  are  of  Irish  descent. 


Thos.  Ashby's  Letter 

7th  Ind.  Regt.,  July  11,  1S63. 

Mother,  this  is  the  first  opportunity  that  I  have  had  to  answer  your 
letter  which  came  to  hand  several  days  ago.  When  I  received  your 
letter  we  were  on  the  march,  and  have  been  marching  and  fighting 
every  day  since. 

I  suppose  you  have  heard  all  about  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg  before 
this  and  doubtless  have  wondered  if  I  was  not  one  of  the  unfortunate. 
After  we  crossed  into  Maryland,  Gen.  Reynolds  detailed  our  regiment 
to  guard  the  corps  train,  and  we  did  not  get  up  until  the  evening  of  the 
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1st.  We  regretted  to  learn  that  our  brave  general  had  fallen  during  the 
engagement.  We  formed  in  line  of  battle  about  one-quarter  of  mile 
south  of  Gettysburg.  If  the  Rebs  had  pushed  on  the  night  of  the  1st 
they  could  have  taken  our  position  very  easy,  for  we  only  had  two 
corps  there  the  1st  and  2d.  The  battle  was  renewed  at  daylight  on  the 
morning  of  the  3d  and  fought  furiously  all  day.  At  first  they  tried  to 
turn  our  right  wing;  after  failing  in  that,  they  massed  their  forces  on 
our  left.  At  three  o’clock  they  opened  on  our  left  wing  with  1 1  5  pieces 
of  artillery.  Our  men  immediately  answered  it  with  150  pieces,  and 
such  a  booming  of  cannon  as  was  kept  up  for  one  hour  has  not  yet 
been  recorded  in  history.  After  the  artillery  charge  was  about  over,  the 
Rebs,  much  aroused,  issued  awful  charges. 

The  firing  continued  until  about  dark,  and  the  Rebels  fell  back  that 
night  leaving  us  in  possession  of  their  dead  and  a  large  portion  of  their 
wounded.  Our  infantry  was  too  much  exhausted  to  follow  up  the  re¬ 
treating  Rebs  on  the  4th.  The  day  was  spent  in  taking  care  of  our 
wounded  and  burying  our  dead.  I  saw  Gen.  Ewell,  who  was  killed 
within  50  yards  of  our  breastworks. 

J 


We  started  for  Emmetsburg  on  the  morning  of  the  5th.  We 
reached  there  about  three  o’clock  and  remained  until  morning.  After 
marching  2S  miles  we  arrived  at  Middletown  the  evening  of  the  6th. 

We  are  now  lying  in  line  of  battle  six  miles  east  of  Hagerstown. 
We  are  fortifying  and  expect  to  have  a  battle  inside  of  three  days.  It 
is  believed  they  will  make  a  stand  near  Williamsport  or  Hagerstown. 
The  soldiers  all  have  confidence  in  Gen.  Meade  and  are  in  good  spirits. 

We  are  anxious  to  be  lined  against  Lee’s  shattered  and  almost  de¬ 
molished  army  and 'complete  its  destruction  and  bring  this  cruel  and 
bloody  rebellion  to  a  final  close. 

I  saw  several  hundred  prisoners.  They  say  they  are  tired  of  fight¬ 
ing  and  would  be  glad  to  have  peace  on  most  any  terms. 

We  all  as  yet  remain  in  profound  ignorance  why  Gen.  Hooker  was 
superseded.  At  first  we  were  greatly  disturbed,  but  have  become  recon¬ 
ciled  since  the  battle.  We  rejoiced  over  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg. 
We  arc  anxious  to  hear  from  Fort  Hudson.  1  hear  busy  cannonading 
on  our  left.  It  is  in  the  direction  of  Sharpsburg. 

I  will  have  to  close  for  the  present. 


Your  affectionate  son, 

Henry  T.  Ashby. 


In  other  letters  he  mentioned  that  his  kindred  in 
fighting  on  the  other  side. 

O  O 


Virginia  were 
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PART  II 


"People  will  not  look  forward  to  posterity,  who  never  look  backward  to  their 
ancestors." — Edmund  Burke. 


The  Reid  Ancestry 

Reid  and  Stout  Bibles  provided  me  with 
much  of  the  Reid  ancestry.  I  am  indebted  to 
Mrs.  Nellie  M.  Ellis,  genealogist,  for  carrying 
,  /rr,.\  the  Stout  and  Higgins  lines  back  to  early  colo- 

nial  days.  To  Dr.  W.  H.  Reed  of  Norristown, 
Pennsylvania,  and  to  Dr.  Albert  H.  Gerberich 
of  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  I  am  indebted  for  the  record  of  the 
Revolutionary  War  service  and  the  marriage  record  of  my  great- 
grandfather,  John  Reid.  Dr.  Charles  Fisher,  Deland,  Florida, 
says  that  John  Leonard  Reith  (now  Reid)  came  over  with  the 
Palatinates  to  New  York  Harbor  in  1710,  and  down  to  Berks 
County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1723.  It  was  in  Berks  County  where 
my  great-grandfather’s  marriage  record  was  found.  Dr.  Gerberich 
also  referred  to  this  John  Leonard  Reith  and  thinks  he  connects 
with  our  family. 

The  reason  there  are  so  many  Reeds,  Reids,  Reades,  Reiths, 
Reidts,  is  because  they  came  from  a  clan  instead  of  one  man. 
They  are  found  in  Central  Europe  in  early  history  and  under  the 
old  spelling  Red.  There  is  a  Reed  Coat-of-Arms,  as  there  is  of 
most  ancient  families. 

A  Bavarian  General  who  fought  against  Napoleon  at  the  head 
of  the  Bavarian  troops,  wrote  his  name  Reid.  There  are  several 
histories  of  the  Reed  family.  One  large  book  is  by  Dr.  W.  K. 
Reed,  Norristown,  Pennsylvania. 

I  regret  that  I  didn’t  begin  this  history  during  my  father’s 
lifetime.  He  loved  to  talk  about  the  history  of  his  family,  and 
some  of  the  reminiscences  I  have  recorded  are  from  memory  of 

j 

his  fireside  talks.  As  was  customary  in  those  days,  my  Grand¬ 
mother  Reid  used  family  names  of  several  generations  back  in 
naming  her  children.  Ida  Reid  Ashby. 
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Ida  Reid  Ashby 


A  Record  of  Some  of  the  Ancestors  of 

Ida  Reid  Ashby 


Higgins  Family 


...  &  tjj 
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^  'M  MONG  the  earliest  of  my  ancestors  in  America 
\\)  y  r  is  Richard  Higgins,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 

town  of  Eastham,  Massachusetts.  There  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  two  views  regarding  the  origin  of 
the  name  "Higgins’'  —  one  that  it  is  an 
English  name,  another  that  it  is  of  Norman 
derivation.  Rev.  Charles  Pone,  an  investigator  of  some  note  and 

x  7  O 

author  of  the  "Pioneers  of  Massachusetts"  and  other  genealogical 
writings,  was  employed  by  one  of  the  Higgins  family  to  discover 
if  possible  the  parentage  and  birthplace  of  Richard  Higgins.  He 
found  many  references  in  England  to  persons  of  the  name,  but 
was  unable  to  prove  that  anyone  of  them  was  the  Richard  .Hig¬ 
gins  who  came  to  Plymouth,  probably  on  the  ship  Anne  in  1623. 
Nothing  is  known  of  his  diildhood  and  youth,  nor  of  the  causes 
which  led  him  to  migrate  to  New  England.  His  name  is  not  on 
the  list  of  passengers  of  the  ship  Anne,  but  that  of  his  friend, 
Nicholas  ‘  Snow,  is,  and  as  lands  were  assigned  to  them  in  the 
autumn  of  the  year  1623,  it  is  assumed  that  he  came  from  England 
at  that  date.  Others  who  came  on  the  ship  Anne  were  friends  and 
associates  of  Richard  rliggins  later  at  Eastham.  At  any  rate,  by 
the  year  1633  he  was  a  man  apparently  of  full  age,  possessing  a 
trade,  that  of  a  tailor,  but  no  family.  He  bought  a  1  veiling  house 
in  1633,  and  acquired  an  apprentice  in  1634  for  his  tailoring 
business.  The  same  year,  1634,  he  bought  another  better  house 
from  John  Barnes,  and  on  December  11,  1634,  married  Lydia 
Chandler,  daughter  of  Edmund  Chandler  of  Duxbury  and  Scit- 
uate.  In  1638-9  he  acquired  40  acres  of  land.  He  was  frequently 
mentioned  in  the  records  as  freeman  in  1636,  juryman  1642-44, 
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among  those  to  make  wolf-traps,  1643,  among  the  men  from  16 
to  60  capable  of  bearing  arms,  1643,  selectman,  1647,  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Council  of  War,  1653. 

During  the  twelve  years  or  more  of  his  residence  in  Plymouth 
he  was  acquiring  land  and  performing  his  civil  duties,  and  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  his  standing  in  the  community  was  good, 
and  indeed  increasingly  good,  during  the  whole  period.  He  soon 
took  a  step  which  showed  his  enterprise  and  increased  still  fur¬ 
ther  his  influence  in  the  colony.  He  left  Plymouth  with  six  other 
men,  and  settled  at  Nausct,  later  called  Eastham. 

In  1 644,  Gov.  Prince,  Edward  Bangs,  Deacon  John  Doane, 
Richard  Higgins,  Nicholas  Snow,  Josiah  Cook  and  John  Smalley 
moved  with  their  families  from  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  to  Nau- 
set,  and  founded  the  town  later  named  Eastham,  which  then  in¬ 
cluded  Wellfieet  and  Orleans.  On  August  26,  1916,  bronze  tab¬ 
lets,  in  memory  of  these  founders,  were  dedicated  with  fitting 
exercises  at  Eastham. 

In  1669  Richard  Higgins  moved  to  Piscataway,  New  Jersey, 
and  became  a  planter.  In  the  meanwhile  he  had  married  a  second 
time.  There  is  no  record  to  show  whether  Lydia  [Chandler]  Hig¬ 
gins  was  living  in  1645  at  the  time  of  the  move  to  Nauset.  But 
she  was  dead  by  1650.  His  second  wife  "was  a  widow'  by  the 
name  of  Maty  Yates.  She  had  a  son,  John  Yates,  Jr.,  and  Richard 
Higgins  became  the  custodian  of  whatever  estate  her  former  hus¬ 
band  left,  and  the  guardian  of  his  son,  John,  Jr. 

1.  Richard  Higgins  b  about  1603;  m  (first)  Lydia  Chandler,  1634. 

A.  Johnathan. 

B.  Benjamin. 

m  (second)  Mrs.  Mary  Yates,  October.  1651.  (She  survived  her  second 
husband  and  married  a  third,  whom  she  also  survived.) 

C.  Mary  b  Sept.  27,  1652;  m  Samuel  Oliver. 

D.  Eliakin  b  Oct.  20,  1654;  m  Alice  Ncwbold. 

E.  Jediah  b  March  5,  1656  or  7,  at  Eastham,  Mass.;  m  Mary 

Newbold,  16S4  (our  ancestors). 

F.  Zerah. 

G.  Thomas. 
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H.  Lydia. 

I.  Rebecca. 

J.  Ruth. 

K.  Sarah. 


Jediah  Higgins,  from  whom  we  arc  descended,  married  Mary 
Newbold  at  Burlington,  New  Jersey,  May  12,  1684.  She  was 
born  May  23,  1661,  at  Eckington,  County  York,  England,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Michael  and  Ann  Newbold  of  Eckington,  later  of  Mans- 
held  township,  Burlington,  New  Jersey.  Jediah’s  name  appears 
on  the  records  spelled  in  different  ways.  The  form  as  written  by 
later  and  living  descendants  is  "Judiah,”  but  in  early  records 
"lediah”  is  the  commonest  form.  Tediah  was  about  12  vears  of 

•J  *  j 

age  when  his  parents  moved  from  Eastham,  Massachusetts,  to  PIs- 
cataway,  New'  Jersey,  in  1669.  He  resided  at  Piscataway  most  of 
his  life,  and  records  give  his  occupation  as  cordwainer,  which 
may  mean  leather  worker,  but  more  probably  shoemaker.  He 
occupied,  a  more  prominent  place  on  the  records  than  did  any  of 
his  brothers,  and  signs  are  not  wanting  that  he  was  an  intelligent 
and  active  man.  His  name  begins  to  appear  on  the  records  within 
a  few  years  after  he  reached  his  majority. 

January  1,  1682,  the  Piscataway  Township  Book  show's  two 
acres  of  land  granted  to  Jediah  Higgins.  In  1685  he  was  ensign 
of  the  Piscataway  trainband;  in  1692  he  served  as  surveyor  of 
highways  in  the  township  of  Piscataway;  from  1695  to  1698  he 
wras  elected  at  least  twice  as  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
New  Jersey,  representing  the  town  of  Piscataway.  About  this 
time,  he  is  mentioned  as  owner  of  a  tract  of  500  acres  on  the 
West  Branch  of  the  Passaic  River.*  He  moved  to  Somerset,  New 
Jersey,  soon  after  June  23,  1698.  In  1700  he  signed,  with  others, 
a  petition  to  the  Governor  of  the  Province,  served  on  the  Grand 
Inquest  for  the  Superior  Court,  and  again  in  1709  was  a  grand 
juror.  About  this  time  he  wras  entrusted  with  a  message  to  the 
Governor.!  Some  years  previous  to  1714,  probably  about  1703, 


*  From  New  Jersey  Archives,  Vol.  XXI,  pp.  161,  162,  2S2,  Fast  Jersey  deed.  Liber 
F.,  p.  565,  Elizabeth  Bill  in  Chancery,  p.  S9. 

f  From  New  Jersey  Colonial  Documents,  Vol.  II,  p.  226;  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  458,  459,  4S4. 
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after  the  death  of  his  brother,  Thomas,  Jediah  Higgins  moved 
his  residence  near  to  the  village  of  Kingston,  New  Jersey,  which 
is  about  four  miles  northwest  of  Princeton.  The  location  of  his 
house  can  be  very  nearly  fixed.  In  that  year  the  New  Jersey  As¬ 
sembly  fixed  the  line  between  Somerset  and  Middlesex  counties 
as  follows:  "To  begin  where  the  road  crossed  the  river  Raritan  at 
Indians  Ferry  and  run  from  thence  along  the  said  road  by  Jcdiah 
Higgins’  house,  leading  toward  the  Falls  of  the  Delaware."  Kings¬ 
ton  was  but  two  or  three  miles  from  the  field  where  the  battle  of 
Princeton  was  fought,  and  some  descendants  of  Tediah  Higgins 
must  have  heard  the  sound  of  battle  and  may  have  participated  in 
the  action  or  seen  those  who  did  so.  Tediah  died  in  Somerset 
County,  New  Jersey,  sometime  between  April  26,  1715,  and  May 
17,  1715.  He  left  a  will  dated  April  23,  1715,  and  it  is  recorded 
in  Book  2,  p.  16  of  the  Wills  at  Trenton,  Newr  Jersey.  In  it  he 
says,  "I  leave  to  my  well  beloved  son  Jediah  200  acres  of  land 
lying  at  Barnegat  Bay,  also  other  land."  His  wife,  Maty,  and  sons 
Jediah  and  Tames  were  executors. 


Jediah  Higgins  II  (our  ancestor),  son  of  Jediah  Higgins  and  Mary 
[NewboldJ  Higgins,  b  April  11,  1691;  d  Jan.  19,  1772;  m  Hannah 
Stout  about  1715.  She  was  b  March  29,  1694,  at  Middletown,  N.  J., 
and  d  July  14,  1779  (S7  years  old).  She  was  the  daughter  of  Johna¬ 
than  and  Hannah  [Bolien]  Stout,  of  Middletown,  N.  J. 

1.  Joseph  b  Oct.  7,  1716;  m  (Erst)  Alary  Phillips;  (second) 

Elizabeth _ 

2.  Alary  Higgins  (our  ancestor)  m  Benj.  Stout. 

3.  Anne  b  about  1722;  m  Robt.  Davison. 

4.  Johnathan  b  A.pril  1,  1725;  m  Ann  Briton. 

5.  Joshua  b  1732;  m  Alary*  Quick. 

6.  James  b  1734. 

7.  Rachel  m  James  Stout. 

S.  Hannah  m  Henry'  Gulick. 


Jediah  Higgins  II  was  a  farmer  and  Jived  at  Kingston,  New 
Jersey.  He  was  prosperous  and  his  will  shows  that  he  owned 
seven  negro  servants  or  slaves.  The  gravestones  of  himself  and  his 
wife  Hannah  and  those  of  his  son  Joshua  and  his  wife  are  extant 
in  a  private  burial  ground  situated  within  the  limits  of  his  farm. 
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known  as  the  Higgins  burying  ground,  near  Kingston,  New 
Jersey.  His  will,  dated  April  22,  1765,  and  probated  April  7, 
1772,  is  extant.  In  it  he  says  he  leaves  to  his  daughter,  Mary 
[Higgins]  Stout,  one  negro  wench,  Katherine.  (This  is  the  Mary, 
our  ancestor,  who  married  Benjamin  Stout.)  These  early  wills 
left  the  bulk  of  the  property  to  the  oldest  son. 


From  Richard  Higgins  (who  helped  to  found  New  Eastham, 
Massachusetts),  to  my  grandchildren,  there  arc  ten  generations, 
and  some  of  them  are  rather  far  apart,  and  from  second  wives. 
Richard  was  a  man  prown  in  1623.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note 
that  in  the  direct  line  from  Barbara  Mar}-  Fuller  there  are  eight 
Marys.  First,  Mary  Yates,  who  married  Richard  Higgins,  and  her 
son  Jediah  married  Mary  Newbold,  and  their  son  Jediah  II  had  a 
daughter,  Mary  Higgins,  who  married  Benjamin  Stout,  and  they 
had  a  daughter,  Mary  Stout,  who  married  Garrison  Frail,  and  they 
had  a  daughter,  Mary  Frail,  who  married  Benjamin  Reid,  and 
their  son  Charlton  had  a  daughter.  Mar/  Ida  Reid  (later  changed 
to  Ida  Mary),  who  married  Samuel  Ashby,  and  they  had  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mary  Alice  Ashby,  who  married  John  L.  K.  Fuller,  and  they 
have  a  daughter,  Barbara  Maty  Fuller. 


Stout  Family 


HE  following  is  a  short  history  of  the  Stout 
family  taken  from  the  ''General  History  of  the 
Baptist  Denomination  in  America”  by  David 
Benedict,  A.  M.,  printed  in  1813,  pp.  573, 
574: 

"The  family  of  the  Stouts  arc  so  remarkable  for 
their  number,  origin  and  character,  in  both  church  and  state,  that  their 
history  deserves  to  be  conspicuously  recorded;  and  no  place  can  be  so 
proper  as  that  of  Hopewell,  where  the  bulk  of  the  family  resides. 

"We  have  already  seen  that  Jonathan  Stout  and  family  were  the 
seed  of  the  Hopewell  church,  and  the  beginning  of  the  Hopewell  settle¬ 
ment,  and  that  of  the  fifteen  who  constituted  the  church  nine  were 
Stouts. 

"The  church  was  constituted  at  the  house  of  a  Stout,  and  the  meet¬ 
ings  were  held  chiefly  at  the  dwellings  of  the  Stouts  for  41  years,  viz. 
from  the  beginning  of  the  settlement  to  the  building  of  the  meeting 
house  before  described.  Mr.  Hart  v/as  of  the  opinion  (in  1790),  that 
from  first  to  last,  half  of  the  members  have  been  and  w ere  of  that  name ; 
for  in  looking  over  the  church  book  (saith  he)  I  find  that  near  two 
hundred  of  the  name  have  been  added ;  besides  about  as  many  more  of 
the  blood  of  the  Stouts,  who  had  lost  the  name  by  marriages.  The 
present  (1790)  two  deacons  and  four  elders  are  Stouts. 

"The. late  Zebulon  and  David  Stout  were  two  of  the  main  pillars; 
the  latter  lived  to  see  his  offspring  multiplied  into  an  hundred  and 
seventeen  souls." 


The  origin  of  this  Baptist  family  is  no  less  remarkable,  for  they 
all  come  from  one  woman,  and  she  as  good  as  dead.  Her  historv 
is  in  the  mouths  of  her  posterity  and  is  told  as  follows: 


Sketch  of  Penelope  Stout 

"She  was  born  in  Amsterdam,  about  the  year  1602;  her  father’s 
name  was  Vanprincis.  She  and  her  first  husband  (whose  name  is  not 
known)  sailed  for  New  York  (then  New  Amsterdam)  about  the  year 
1620.  The  vessel  was  stranded  at  Sandv  Hook;  the  crew  "ot  ashore  and 
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marched  towards  the  said  New  York;  but  Penelope’s  (for  that  was  her 
name)  husband  being  hurt  in  the  wreck  could  not  march  with  them; 
therefore  he  and  his  wife  tarried  in  the  woods;  they  had  not  been  long 
in  the  place  before  the  Indians  killed  them  both  (as  they  thought)  and 
stripped  them  to  the  skin;  however  Penelope  came  to,  though  her  skull 
was  fractured,  and  her  left  shoulder  so  hacked  that  she  could  never  use 
that  arm  like  the  other;  she  was  also  cut  across  the  abdomen,  so  that 
her  bowels  appeared;  these  she  kept  in  with  her  hand,  and  she  con¬ 
tinued  in  this  situation  for  seven  days,  taking  shelter  in  a  hollow  tree 
and  eating  the  excresence  of  it;  the  seventh  day  she  saw  a  deer  passing 
by  with  arrows  in  it,  and  soon  after  two  Indians  appeared,  whom  she 
was  glad  to  sec  in  hopes  they  would  put  her  out  of  her  misery.  Accord¬ 
ingly  one  made  toward  her  to  knock  her  on  the  head,  but  the  other  who 
was  an  elderly  man  prevented  him,  and  throwing  his  match  coat  about 
her,  carried  her  to  his  wigwam  and  cured  her  of  her  wounds  and 
bruises;  after  that  he  took  her  to  New  York  and  made  a  present  of  her 
to  her  countrymen  viz.  an  Indian  present  expecting  ten  times  as  much 
in  return. 

"It  was  in  New  York  (New  Amsterdam)  that  one  Richard  Stout 
married  her  in  1624.  He  was  a  native  of  England  and  of  a  good  family. 
She  was  now  in  her  twenty-second  year  and  he  in  his  fortieth.  She  bore 
him  seven  sons  and  three  daughters;  viz. — Johnathan,  founder  of 
Hopewell,  N.  J.,  John,  Richard,  James,  Peter,  David,  Benjamin,  Mary, 
Sarah  and  Alice.  The  daughters  married  into  the  families  of  the 
Bounds,  Pikes,  Throckmortons,  and  Skeltons,  and  so  lost  the  name  of 
Stout.  The  sons  married  into  the  families  of  Bolien.  Crawford,  Ashton, 
Traux,  etc.,  and  had  manv  children.  The  mother  lived  to  the  a^e  of 
110  and  saw  her  offspring  multiplied  into  502  in  SS  years.” 

1.  Richard  Stout,  son  of  John  Stout,  of  Nottinghamshire,  England;  b  1584 
in  England  ;  m  Penelope  Van  Princis  (Kent  or  Lent)  from  Amsterdam, 
1624,  in  Nev/  Amsterdam.  She  was  b  1602,  came  over  from  Holland 
in  1620,  and  d  1712,  aged  110  years.  Their  ten  children  are  men¬ 
tioned  above.  David  Stout  is  our  ancestor. 

A.  David  Stout  b  1649,  lived  in  Amwell  Township,  N.  J.;  m  Re¬ 
becca  Ashton. 

1.  Benjamin  Stout  b  1707;  settled  at  Amwell,  N.  j. ;  m 
(first)  Widow  Ketchum;  m  (second)  Mary  Higgins, 
daughter  of  Jediah  Higgins,  near  Kingston,  N.  J. 

(Note:  Benjamin  and  Mary  [Higgins]  Stouts' 
graves  are  side  by  side  in  the  Hopewell,  N.  J., 
churchyard.  On  his  tombstone  it  says  he  died 
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May  23,  17S9,  in  his  82d  year.  Her’s  is  not  en¬ 
tirely  decipherable — it  says  she  died  Aug.  5,  17 — , 
in  her  72d  year.  Benjamin  Stout’s  funeral  dis¬ 
course  was  preached  by  Oliver  Hart  from  these 
words,  "Our  Friend  Lazarus  Slecpeth.”) 

a.  Elihu  b  Nov.  6,  1752.  1 

b.  Hannah  b  Feb.  21,  1754.  j-  all  died  1762. 

c.  Rebecca  b  November,  1755.  j 

d.  Jediah  b  April  10,  1757;  d  1821. 

e.  John  b  Aug.  2,  1759;  d  1762. 

*f.  Mary  and  Rachel,  twins,  b  June  27,  1760.  Mary 
(our  ancestor)  d  June  2S,  1844,  at  age  of  84 
years. 

g.  Benjamin  b  Sept.  2$,  1762;  d  1822;  m  (first) 

Rachel _ ;  (second)  Ann _ 

h.  Sarah  b  July  8,  1765:  d  1776. 

i.  Anna  b  May  15,  1767;  m  (first)  Elijah  Stout,  o 

Amwell;  (second)  Benj.  Stout. 

j.  David  b  April  24,  1769;  d  April  30,  1806. 

(Note:  The  above  Benjamin  Stout,  son  of  Ben¬ 
jamin  and  Mary  [Higgins]  Stout,  is  ancestor 
of  Edward  E.  Stout,  Oliver  H.  Stout  and  Sid¬ 
ney  A.  Stout,  shoe  dealers  of  Indianapolis, 
Indiana.  They  have  the  records  of  his  de¬ 
scendants  by  his  two  wives.) 

Mary  Stout,  one  of  the  twins  (our  ancestor), 
married  Garrison  Prall,  son  of  Cornelius 
Prail,  of  Amwell,  N.  J.,  May  11,  1779,  and 
moved  to  Kentucky.  Rachel  Stout,  the  other 
twin,  married  Paul  Hill,  of  Amwell,  N.  J. 
She  d  1S25. 


*  I  heard  my  father  tell  this  about  his  grandmother,  Mary  [Stout}  Prall,  as  it  was  told 
him  by  his  mother,  Mary  [Prall}  Reid.  His  grandmother  was  sitting  in  her  rocking  chair, 
probably  dozing,  when  all  at  once  she  exclaimed,  “My  sister  Rachel  is  dead.”  This  was 
her  twin  sister  Rachel,  who  married  Paul  Hill,  of  Amwell,  N.  J.  She  had  not  heard  of  her 
sickness,  and  I  do  not  remember  hearing  the  nature  of  her  death,  but  ;t  was  true  she  died 
that  hour.  My  father  also  told  us  that  the  Stouts,  Pralls  and  Sutphins  of  New  Jersey  inter¬ 
married  and  that  was  where  he  got  his  middle  name,  Sutphin,  of  which  he  was  proud. 
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Prcdl  Family 


Garrison  (son  of  Cornelius  Prall,  of  Amwell,  N.  J.,  and  great-grand¬ 
father  of  Ida  [Reid]  Ashby),  m  Mary  Stout,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Mary  [Higgins]  Stout,  May  II,  1779,  and  they  removed  to  Kentucky. 
He  d  June,  1792. 

Mary  [Stout]  Prall  b  1760;  d  June  28,  1844. 

A.  Benjamin  Pral!  b  April  22,  1780;  d  Dec.  29,  1843. 

B.  John  Prall  b  Jan.  23,  1783;  d  Aug.  9,  1846. 

C.  Rebecca  Prall  b  April  30,  17S5;  m  Isaac  Reid,  brother  of  Benj. 

Reid  (my  grandfather) . 

D.  Hannah  Prall  b  Dec.  5,  1786;  d  Dec.  14,  1869.  She  m _ 

Drake  and  lived  in  Kentucky. 

Rachel  Prall  b  Nov.  S,  17S8;  d  May  22,  1841. 

E.  Mary  Prall  (our  ancestor)  b  Sept.  28,  1790;  d  Dec.  7,  1875;  m 

Benj.  Reid  1S09.  (Ida  Mary  Reid  was  five  years  old  when  her 
grandmother,  Mary  Prall  Reid,  died.) 


Reid  Family 
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Reid  ancestors  came  from  Germany  or  Cen¬ 
tral  Europe,  and  the  name  was  spelled  Reith, 
Reidt,  Reed,  and  Reid.  Thev  mav  have  come 
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first  to  New  Jersey,  for  there  is  where  the 
Stouts  and  Pralls  intermarried,  and  since  Marv 
Prall  married  Benjamin  Reid,  it  is  probable 
they  came  from  the  same  place.  Some  of  the  Reids  settled  in 
Pennsylvania.  Dr.  W.  H.  Reed,  historian  of  the  E^eed  family  and 
an  officer  in  the  Montgomery  County,  Pennsylvania,  Historical 
Society,  says  in  a  letter  that  the  ancestors  of  our  Reid  family  were 
John  and  Dorothy  [Rohrer]  Reed  of  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania, 
who  came  to  that  part  of  the  country  about  1759.  They  later 
moved  to  Trappe  (near  Philadelphia) ,  Montgomery  County, 
where  John  Reed  engaged  in  the  business  of  innkeeping.  The 
family  lived  in  Trappe  ail  during  the  American  Revolution.  John 
Reed  was  a  member  of  Capt.  Jacob  Peterman's  Company,  New 
Providence  Militia,  Upper  District,  and  served  as  a  soldier  through- 
out  the  war.  (See  Pennsylvania  Archives,  6th  Series,  Vol.  I,  p. 
907.)  Dr.  Reed  further  says  that  this  John  Reed  moved  with  his 
family  to  Frederick  County,  Maryland,  after  the  war.  From  Dr. 
Albert  H.  Gerberich,  of  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  comes  further 
information  concerning  the  marriage  of  Tohn  Reed  and  Dorothv 
Rohrer  as  follows: 

" My  record  of  the  Reid-Rohrer  marriage  is  taken  from  the  mar¬ 
riage  record  of  Rev.  John  Caspar  Stoever,  reprinted  in  W.  H.  Egle’s 
Notes  and  Queries,  1S96  Volume  (printed  1S97),  p.  98: 

"  '1759,  February  5th — Johannes  Reid  and  Dorothea  Roehrer  mar¬ 
ried,  Atolhoe.’ 

"Atolhoe  or  Tolihaio  is  the  old  name  of  a  section  in  northwest 
Berks  County”,  Pa.  The  Atolhoe  church  (Lutheran  and  Reformed)  was 
at  Rehrersburg,  and  the  church  there  still  bears  the  name.  Due  to  the 
fact  that  this  marriage  took  place  there  I  have  always  believed  this 
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(See  pages  65  and  66) 


Mary  Prall  Reid 
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Johannes  Reid  to  be  in  some  way  related  to  the  large  Rieth  family  in 
western  Berks  County.” 

The  first  our  family  records  give  of  our  branch  of  the  Reed 
or  Reid  family  was  at  Frederick,  Maryland.  The  land  on  the 
Monacacy  River  at  Frederick,  Maryland,  was  a  part  of  the  early 
Van  Meter  land  grants.  The  Germans  in  this  locality  were  loyal 
to  the  cause  of  Independence,  and  volunteered  almost  as  a  body 
to  serve  in  the  Revolution.  The  older  members  of  our  R.eid  fam¬ 
ily  whom  I  consulted  say  that  the  father  of  the  Reid  brothers  who 
moved  to  Kentucky  was  named  John.  He  gave  two  five-horse 
teams  to  Washington’s  army  (from  Reid  Bible),  and  family  tra¬ 
dition  says  that  he  served  in  the  war  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end.  This  we  have  confirmed  through  the  records  mentioned 
above  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Reed.  John  Reed,  the  father,  died  soon 
after  the  war,  and  his  oldest  son,  John,  then  a  lad  of  about  four¬ 
teen  years,  was  left  to  take  care  of  the  family.  The  older  sons, 
John,  Abraham  and  Jacob,  no  doubt  married  and  remained  in 
Maryland  or  thereabouts.  The  older  sisters  married  and  remained 
in  Pennsylvania.  The  three  younger  sons  joined  the  great  cara¬ 
van  that  went  out  to  Kentucky  some  time  after  the  end  of  the 
war,  probably  about  1800,  as  the  boys  would  then  have  been  old 
enough  to  look  out  for  themselves.  They  were  Isaac,  Henry  and 
Benjamin,  the  latter  being  Ida  Reid  Ashby’s  grandfather.  Henry 
Reid  later  moved,  to  Tennessee  and  had  two  daughters.  Isaac 
Reid  had  a  son  William,  known  as  "Billy.”  He  lived  in  Lexing¬ 
ton  and  was  a  wealthy  slave  owner.  There  was  a  prominent  physi¬ 
cian,  who  lived  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  by  the  name  of  Reid  or  Re  ed, 
and  some  of  the  older  members  of  our  family  said  he  was  one  of 
our  line,  but  they  arc  gone  who  could  tell  us  of  the  exact  rela¬ 
tionship.  It  seems  that  many  of  the  Reids  were  doctors,  for  there 
were  four  among  the  descendants  of  the  Benjamin  Reid  I  family. 

Benjamin  Reid  I  had  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaking,  and, 
although  he  acquired  land  in  Kentucky  near  Lexington  for  the 
benefit  of  his  sons,  he  still  plied  his  trade  in  Lexington,  Kentucky, 
and  must  have  saved  considerable  in  the  way  of  money  and  prep- 


66 


Ashby s,  Reids  and  Allied  Families 


erty,  for  when  he  decided  to  leave  Kentucky,  to  get  away  from 
a  state  where  many  owned  slaves,  after  selling  his  property  he 
had  enough  money  to  make  it  necessary  to  use  a  large  sack  in 
which  to  keep  it.  Ida  Reid  Ashby  remembers  hearing  her  father 
describing  the  journey  from  Lexington  to  their  stopping  place  in 
Illinois.  This  was  a  period  in  our  history  when  there  was  much 
"wild  cat"  money,  so-called  because  of  the  suspension  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  fact  that  the  banks  of  the 
states  could  issue  notes,  which  were  accepted  as  money.  This 
probably  accounts  for  the  amount  of  money  in  the  large  sack  of 
my  grandfather.  When  they  arrived  at  their  destination  they  hid 
the  money  under  the  floor  of  their  temporary  home,  which  was 
a  log  house. 


My  grandfather  did  not  believe  in  slavery,  and  also  he  felt  th 
war  over  slavery  was  inevitable  and  he  wished  to  take  his  family 
where  there  would  be  greater  safety  for  his  wife,  for  Kentucky, 
being  a  border  state,  would  be,  he  felt,  a  battleground.  His  wife, 
Maty  Frail  Reid,  was  rather  frail  and  not  fitted  for  pioneer  life. 
The  sons  relieved  her  of  all  heavy  labor.  When  they  stopped  to 
make  their  home  north  of  Albion,  Illinois,  she  cried  bitterly  and 
said  they  had  come  to  the  jumping-off  place.  Although  it  was  a 
very  pretty  country  with  some  prairie  land  and  there  was  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  good  English  families  at  Albion,  yet  it  did  not  compare 
with  Lexington  and  the  surrounding  country,  which  my  father 
always  referred  to  as  the  "blue  grass  country,  the  garden  spot  of 
the  world.”  The  writer  feels  that  her  ancestor  had  good  judgment, 
first  in  selecting  Lexington,  Kentucky,  as  a  home,  and  next  when 
he  felt  that  he  must  leave  it  for  different  reasons,  one  being  that 
he  must  have  more  land  for  his  sons,  that  he  chose  to  go  to  Spring- 
field,  Illinois.  However,  when  they  stopped  in  this  attractive  coun¬ 
try  near  Albion,  the  people  of  that  region  persuaded  them  to 
remain,  and  the  circumstance  of  their  horses  being  tired,  as  well 
as  they  themselves,  determined  their  settling  in  Albion  instead  of 
the  more  prosperous  Springfield,  where  land  later  became  so  much 
more  valuable  than  in  Albion,  which  latter  town  grew  slowly  and 
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has  never  had  more  than  one  railroad.  They  came  through,  like 
all  others  of  that  time,  in  covered  wagons,  in  the  year  1833,  my 
father  being  nine  years  old,  and  Uncle  William  Reid,  his  youngest 
brother,  being  six  years  old.  They  brought  a  number  of  dogs  with 
them  for  protection  and  he  said  the  older  boys,  always  carrying 
their  guns,  would  walk  on  each  side  of  the  wagon  where  their 
mother  rode.  My  grandmother  brought  with  her  many  silk  and 
alpaca  dresses  and  fine  lace  caps,  the  caps  she  always  wore.  She 
also  had  fine  linen  tablecloths  (of  which  I  have  one).  Her  solid 
silver  and  many  of  her  best  things  were  stolen  from  the  home 
after  her  death.  Her  youngest  son,  William  Henry,  a  bachelor, 
kept  the  house,  but  spent  most  of  his  time  in  the  home  of  his 
brother  Charlton,  my  father. 

My  grandmother,  Mary  [Prall]  Reid,  was  of  English  descent 
and  my  grandfather  of  German  origin.  He  spoke  English,  but 
often  told  my  father  it  was  profitable  for  him  to  know  German, 
since  it  brought  him  many  German  customers.  Ida  [Reid]  Ashby 
never  saw  her  Grandfather  Reid.  He  died  in  1864.  She  was  five 
years  old  when  her  Grandmother  Reid  died  in  1875.  She,  like  all 
children  of  that  age,  would  look  forward  to  her  grandmother’s 
visits,  for  she  always  had  some  stick  candy,  raisins  or  sweetmeats 
in  her  silk  reticule.  Ida  [Reid]  Ashby’s  name  was  first  Mary  Ida, 
but  she  changed  it  to  Ida  Mary,  since  she  was  called  Ida.  The 
Mary  in  her  name  was  for  her  grandmother,  Mary  Prall  Pveid,  and 
she  can  distinctly  remember  the  feeling  that  her  grandmother 
favored  her  because  of  being  her  namesake. 

The  greater  number  of  the  first  Benjamin  Reid’s  descendants 
remained  in  Edwards  County,  Illinois.  However,  some  have 
moved  to  other  states. 

After  my  grandfather  decided  to  settle  in  southeastern  Illinois, 
he  secured  the  best  carpenters,  bricklayers  and  woodworkers  he 
could  find  and  built  a  frame  house  with  porticoes  and  porches. 
This  structure  was  then  the  best  house  north  of  Albion  and  vicinity. 

j 

It  was  situated  five  miles  northwest  of  Albion,  near  the  West  Vil¬ 
lage  Church.  Each  room  had  its  large  fireplace  with  carved  mantel- 
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piece.  Charlton  Sutphin  Reid  (my  father)  later  secured  the  old 
home  place  and  he  would  point  to  the  carved  mantels  with  pride. 
What  was  left  of  the  old  home  (with  an  addition)  was  burned  in 
the  summer  of  1900  just  a  few  days  before  my  sister  Lucy  [Reid] 
Bond  died.  There  is  now  a  small  house  on  the  old  site. 


Charlton  Sutphin  Reid  was  a  large  farmer  for  that  day. 


He 


bought  up  different  tracts  of  land  from  the  early  settlers,  each 
tract  having  a  log  cabin  on  it.  He  emoloyed  manv  "hired  hands” 

O  O  1  y  J 

and  his  permanent  helpers  lived  in  the  different  houses  on  the 
tracts.  I  definitely  remember  four  of  these  houses  with  their 
orchards,  for  there  was  enough  fruit  to  supply  the  workers’  fami¬ 
lies  and  many  wagonloads  of  apples  to  sell.  The  small  fruits  such 
as  cherries,  plums,  etc.,  were  given  to  any  neighbor  who  wanted 
to  pick  them.  This  was  a  time  before  the  invention  of  modern 
farm  implements  and  in  the  crop  season  extra  "hands”  were  em¬ 
ployed  and  there  were  usually  two  who  must  be  kept  in  the  home 
and  boarded.  The  others  ate  their  noon  meal  with  us,  therefore 
I  remember  there  was  always  a  first  tableful  of  men,  including  my 
father  and  older  brother.  Much  meat  was  stored  away  for  the 

j 

season,  and  extra  beeves  v/ere  killed  in  winter.  My  father  would 
cure  ham  that  good  Kentucky  way,  and  there’s  no  other  so  good. 
There  was  much  side  meat  "pickled  down,”  which  the  children 
did  not  appreciate,  and  we  were  glad  to  sec  a  tenant  come  asking 
if  he  could  borrow  a  side,  which  he  called  a  "middling." 

My  father  of  an  evening,  especially  in  winter,  would  love  to 
recall  the  old  days  and  what  he  had  heard  of  his  ancestors  in 
Maryland,  and  I’m  sorry  I  did  not  listen  more  attentively  to  him. 
He  would  also  relate  tales  of  the  Indians,  although  they  had  left 
that  part  of  the  country  before  his  arrival.  However,  there  was  an 
Indian  burying  ground  on  our  farm,  and  many  hatchets,  spear 
points,  etc.,  were  dug  up.  He  would  relate  his  early  experiences 
in  Lexington,  Kentucky,  and  the  prominent  men  he  had  seen, 
Henry  Clay  being  one  he  mentioned.  He  would  relate  stories  of 
his  cousin,  Billy  Reid,  who  was  the  son  of  Isaac  Reid.  This  double 
cousin  was  much  older  and  would  drive  a  blooded  span  of  Ken- 
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tucky  horses  with  fine  trappings,  and  this  to  my  father  was  "cut¬ 
ting  quite  a  dash.”  My  father  was  Kentuckian  enough  to  love  fine 
horses,  and  I  remember  when  driving  with  him  on  the  road,  that 
he  would  immediately  spur  his  horses  to  a  more  rapid  gait  if 
someone  tried  to  pass  him.  The  church  in  that  community  did  not 
approve  of  horse  racing,  especially  on  Sunday,  but  he  never  quite 
got  over  it.  The  harvesting,  haying  and  corn-husking  times  and 
especially  the  wheat  threshing  were  busy  times  for  both  men  and 
women.  Neighbor  women  would  come  in  to  help  with  the  cook¬ 
ing  for  wheat  threshers  and  also  at  "barn  raisings.”  However, 
since  I  can  remember,  my  father  hired  his  own  corn  huskers. 
Earlier  they  had  neighborhood  corn  husking.  A  few  times  my 
mother  invited  the  neighbor  women  for  quiltings,  but  usually  her 
quilts  were  done  by  herself  and  daughters.  When  I  was  quite  a 
child,  I  remember  being  thrilled  when  I  could  see  our  tenants’ 
wives  coming  down  the  road  with  several  children,  for  then  there 
would  be  much  fun  playing  all  day.  The  woman  would  come 
under  the  oretense  of  helping  with  the  work,  although  I  later 
found  out  the  main  object  was  a  good  dinner. 

My  mother  was  very  generous  and  hospitable  and  accepted 
these  visitors,  usually  with  much  grace,  even  though  as  a  rule  they 
were  more  trouble  than  help.  However,  one  day,  one  family  came 
in  with  a  bad .  case  of  sore  eyes,  and  this  was  really  too  much 
for  my  mother.  She  told  the  woman  kindly  but  firmly  that  she 
couldn’t  have  them  play  with  her  children,  and  I  remember  the 
woman  whisked  off  in  quite  a  "huff.”  It  was  customary  when  I 
was  quite  young  for  families  to  drive  up  in  a  big  wagon  to  spend 
the  day,  or  if  coming  from  a  distance  to  spend  a  few  days.  We 
received  many  such  visitors  gladly,  but  I  do  not  remember  going 
anywhere  in  the  big  wagon,  excepting  to  our  grandfather  Ely’s, 
five  miles  away,  or  to  Albion  when  the  roads  were  bad.  We  had 
a  lighter  vehicle,  half  carriage  and  half  wagon,  known  as  the 
spring  wagon.  The  roads  in  southern  Illinois  were  almost  im¬ 
passible  in  the  thawing-out  time  in  the  spring,  and  then  the 
farmers  went  to  town  on  horseback. 
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My  father  was  an  ambitious,  high-strung  man,  who  in  his 
prime  enjoyed  carrying  on  extensive  farming.  Ke  was  square  in 
his  dealings  and  popular  with  the  men  who  worked  for  him.  They 
mostly  called  him  Uncle  Charlton,  although  some  were  older.  His 
health  broke  about  fifteen  years  before  he  died,  and  after  that  his 
ground  was  farmed  by  tenants.  Several  of  his  children  had  died, 
and  my  sister  Lucy  and  I  v/ere  in  school  and  college. 

Sarah  Wilhemina  [Ely]  Reid,  my  mother,  was  a  woman  loved 
by  the  whole  neighborhood.  She  was  hospitable  and  generous,  and 
if  a  neighbor  was  sick  or  had  passed  away,  she  was  there  immedi¬ 
ately  to  help.  Some  said  they  would  rather  have  her  than  any 
doctor,  especially  for  children.  Although  she  was  so  helpful  in 
the  case  of  children,  she  had  several  little  ones  to  die.  When  a 
child  or  anyone  was  seriously  ill  in  those  days,  it  was  often  hours 
before  a  doctor  could  be  secured,  and  Wo  of  our  little  ones  died 
with  diphtheria  before  the  doctor  came.  My  mother  was  of  Hol- 
landish  and  French  descent,  although  her  ancestors  came  to  Penn¬ 
sylvania  with  the  "first  families  of  America.”  She  was  a  good 
cook,  could  make  a  piece  of  cloth  into  an  attractive  garment.  She 
often  fashioned  our  hats  when  we  were  young.  She  always  had 
extra  butter  and  eggs  to  send  to  market.  She  worked  hard,  not  so 
much  to  accumulate  as  to  have  extra  nice  things  for  her  children. 
She-  was  the  kind  of  woman  whom  Proverbs  31  describes.  The 
countryside  and  town  turned  out  for  her  funeral,  and  I  remember 
especially  one  remark  of  the  minister,  that  she  was  "filled  with  the 
milk  of  human  kindness.”  I  am  the  only  child  she  has  left  living, 
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and  I  rise  up  to  "call  her  blessed.” 

Mv  father’s  first  wife  was  Lavina  Gill  from  the  English  neigh- 
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borhood  near  Albion.  She  had  four  children.  Two  of  her  children 
lived  to  be  grown;  her  daughter,  Josephine  Ahlfield,  is  still  living 
(1936)  and  is  79  years  of  age.  She  was  brought  up  by  her  grand¬ 
mother  Gill  and  lived  with  her  until  she  died,  after  which  she 
lived  with  us  until  she  married. 

William  Henry  Reid  II,  the  oldest  child,  was  brought  up  by 
my  mother,  he  being  six  years  old  when  she  married  my  father. 
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Home  of  Charlton  S.  Reid,  on  Land  Entered  by  His  Father,  Benjamin  Reid,  1833. 

Left  to  right:  Win.  II.  Reid,  Sr.,  Charlton  S.  Reid,  Sarah  Wilhemina  Fly  Reid  and  Lucy  [Reid]  Bond  (before  marriage.) 

Samuel  and  Ida  Reid  Ashby  were  married  on  this  veranda. 
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He  and  my  mother  were  very  congenial,  and  he  had  a  kindly  heart 
and  was  good  to  the  children.  He  lived  at  home  until  he  was  over 
30  years  of  age,  when  he  married.  I  especially  remember  his 
kindness  in  helping  me  with  my  arithmetic  problems.  He  was 
often  quite  a  tease.  He  settled  on  a  farm  near  my  father  s  and  for 
several  years  he  and  my  father  ran  the  farm  in  partnership.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  78  years  and  some  months. 

My  sister,  Amanda  [Reid]  Smith,  was  much  like  her  father; 
she  had  a  keen  mind,  was  ambitious  and  high-strung.  She  was 
generous  to  a  fault,  and  her  table  usually  had  a  guest  or  more. 
I  have  known  as  many  as  fifty  guests  there  on  special  occasions. 
She  loved  to  fill  baskets  with  fruit  and  produce  and  send  them 
home  with  her  quests.  She  understood  farming  and  was  of  much 
help  with  the  management  of  the  farm.  Her  children  came  after 
she  had  been  married  thirteen  years.  She  was  so  proud  of  them, 
but  took  the  measles  when  she  was  45  years  old.  Complications 
set  in  and  she  never  recovered. 


My  brother,  Levinus  Samuel  (Sammy),  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  IS  years.  He  was  my  chum  and  my  mother's  only  son  who 
lived  past  childhood.  This  was  a  great  blow  to  us  and  my  mother 
had  a  long  illness  afterward. 

My  sister  Lucy,  the  youngest  who  lived  to  maturity,  married 
Enos  Bond  and  had  a  daughter,  Edna.  But  she  died  when  Edna 
was  9  months  old,  and  my  mother  took  the  child  to  raise.  Edna 
was  16  years  old  when  my  mother  died.  Luqr  was  the  pet  of  our 
family,  for  we  all  tried  to  spoil  her.  However,  she  grew  up  to  be 
a  great  comfort  to  my  mother.  After  I  had  finished  my  college 
course  at  Indiana  University,  I  took  a  position  as  assistant  principal 
in  the  Albion  High  School.  Lucy  entered  high  school  while  I  was 
teaching,  and  in  good  weather  we  drove  into  town  every  day  the 
five  miles  from  my  father’s  home.  In  this  way  we  formed  a  dose 
and  happy  companionship.  She  also  won  honors  in  a  dramatic 
and  literary  contest.  Lucy  graduated  with  honors  and  was  valedic¬ 
torian  of  her  class.  I  had  two  little  daughters  when  her  baby  Edna 
was  born.  She  became  seriously  ill  and  was  sent  to  the  Olney, 
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Illinois,  hospital.  When  the  doctors  reported  her  case  to  he  hope¬ 
less,  she  was  taken  to  my  mother’s  home  and  I  took  my  two  little 
girls  and  went  down  to  stay  with  her  until  she  passed  away. 

One  night  when  she  was  almost  gone,  lightning  struck  my 
father’s  house  and  it  burned  down.  (This  was  the  old  homestead 
of  my  grandfather,  Benjamin  Reid  I,  and  was  located  one  quarter 
mile  south  of  West  Village  Church  and  about  five  miles  northwest 
of  Albion,  Illinois.)  Ail  we  could  do  was  to  carry  my  sister  and 
the  babies  to  the  bam  and  save  ourselves.  (Mary  Ashby  Fuller, 
age  five  at  the  time,  remembers  this  tragic  night. )  The  dinner  bell 
was  rung  for  the  neighbors  and  they  came  in  and  rescued  a  few 
things  from  the  lower  rooms.  However,  the  antiques  were  burned, 
for  they  were  not  valued  then.  My  father  carried  the  family  Bible 
from  the  burning  house.  After  the  rain  was  over  the  next  day,  six 
or  eight  kind  neighbor  men  carried  Lucy  on  a  mattress  to  Aunt 
Mary  Reid’s  home,  a  mile  away,  and  she  passed  away  in  a  few 
days.  Again  the  whole  countryside  and  town  came  to  the  funeral, 
and  there  were  more  outside  the  church  than  inside. 


Sketch  of  Ida  [Reid!  Ashby,  Written 
by  Mary  [Ashby]  Fuller 

"Ida  Mary  Reid  first  taught  school  at  the  age  of  15  before  she 
went  away  to  college.  She  often  rode  horseback  to  reach  her 
schools.  It  was  not  the  custom  in  those  days  for  a  daughter  of  a 
farmer  to  go  to  college.  Completion  of  the  high  school  or  the 
seminary,  as  it  was  called,  was  considered  quite  enough  for  any 
girl  to  have.  But  Ida  was  ambitious  to  be  among  the  women  she 
read  about  who  were  more  and  more  filling  the  state  universities 
and  colleges.  At  Indiana  University,  Ida  Reid,  a  country  'fir!  from 
another  state,  was  rushed  and  pledged  to  Beta  chapter  of  Kappa 
Aloha  Theta,  the  second  chapter  of  the  sorority.  Among  her 
sorority  sisters  were  a  number  who  later  won  fame,  among  them 
Kate  Milner  Rabb  of  Indianapolis.  It  was  here  that  Ida  Reid  met 
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Lucy  Reid  Bond 

(See  pages  71,  72,  82) 
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Sarah  Wilhelmina  Reid 
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and  Granddaughter, 
Edna  S.  Bond 
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Samuel  Ashby,  a  young  law  student  working  his  way  through  the 
university.  He  was  also  from  a  farm  and  ambitious.  Dean  Danta 
of  the  Law  School  had  called  Ida’s  attention  to  this  young  man, 
'who  would  some  day  go  far  in  his  profession  of  the  law.’  Their 
wedding  is  described  later.  After  their  marriage  they  came  to 
Indianapolis  to  live  and  immediately  affiliated  with  the  Central 
Christian  Church,  which  they  have  both  faithfully  served  in  many 
capacities.  Ida  was  able  to  carry  on  her  teaching  by  organizing  a 
Woman’s  Bible  Class  in  1907,  which  she  has  taught  from  that  day 
to  this,  bringing  the  roll  of  the  class  from  10  to  250.  She  renewed 
her  Theta  connections  by  joining  the  Indianapolis  Alumnae,  and 
was  president  during  the  year  1907-08.  She  served  the  Indian¬ 
apolis  Y.  W.  C.  A.  as  board  member,  committee  chairman  and 
president  for  many  years.  She  is  also  a  member  of  the  Woman’s 
Department  Club,  the  Monday  Club  and  the  Propylaeum,  and  has 
given  her  time  for  committee  work  of  a  civic  nature  whenever 
called  upon  to  do  so.  In  addition  to  this,  since  she  and  her  hus¬ 
band  acquired  a  farm  west  of  Indianapolis,  in  1926,  they  have 
been  noted  for  their  hospitality.  Ida’s  excellent  vegetable  and 
flower  gardens  have  in  the  first  case  helped  to  fill  many  a  table, 
including  those  of  her  daughters’,  and  in  the  latter  case  the  flowers 
have  filled  the  pulpit  of  the  Central  Christian  Church  on  many  a 
Sunday  morning  as  well  as  brought  cheer  to  many  an  invalid. 
Papa  and  Mother  Ashby’s  generosity  to  their  children  and  grand¬ 
children  is  proverbial.” 

The  order  of  the  Reid  lineage  follows.  Beginning  with  the 

o  o  o 

letter  A,  this  record  comes  from  the  old  Reid  Bible  (my  grand¬ 
father’s)  . 

1.  John  Reed  m  Dorothy  Rohrcr;  lived  in  Berks  County,  Pa.,  in  1759; 
moved  to  Trappe,  Montgomery  County,  Pa.,  and  lived  there  during  the 
American  Revolution,  moving  later  to  Frederick  County,  Maryland. 

(This  John  Reed  was  a  soldier  throughout  the  war.) 

A.  John  b  1769;  d  IS  15.  (Mis  birth  may  have  been  1761.) 

B.  Jacob  b  Jan.  4,  1772;  d  March  12,  1S29;  m  Susannah  Jacobs, 

1S20. 

C.  Abraham  b  May  7,  1774;  m 


Brubacher. 
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D.  Isaac  b  Nov.  5,  1775;  d  July  26,  1847;  lived  in  Lexington,  Ky. ; 

m  Rebecca  Prall  Nov.  17,  1804;  had  a  son  "Billy.” 

E.  Henry  b  Nov.  25,  1780;  d  IS  1 5 ;  lived  in  Tennessee;  had  two 

daughters. 

F.  Benjamin  b  March  13,  1782;  d  Sept.  29,  1864,  in  Edwards 

County,  Illinois. 

G.  Daughter  m  Walling.  (There  were  tw’o  other  daughters  who 

were  older.) 

Note:  A  query'  in  the  Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  History 
and  Biography  of  1911,  Vol.  35,  pp.  120-121,  by  Mrs. 
Frances  Hardin  Hess,  496  W.  133d  St.,  New'  York  City, 
concerns  the  above  family. 

"Reed — Schrack — Hardin.  Wanted  the  parents  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  brothers  and  sisters: 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 


John  Reed,  twelve  years  old  when  the  Revolutionary 
War  broke  out.  Tradition  says  he  served  in  the 
war  even  though  so  young.  He  never  married. 
Died  1815  in  Frederick,  Maryland.  Willed  his 
property  to  his  brother  Jacob. 

Jacob  Reed  b  Jan.  4,  1772;  d  March  12,  1829. 
Licensed  to  wed  May  15,  1820,  to  Susannah  Jacobs 
at  Frederick,  Md.  His  wife  married  second  time 
to  PofFenberger.  This  couple  had  four  children. 

Eimina  (Mrs.  Hess’  ancestor)  b  Sept.  26,  1822. 

Abraham  Reed  b  May  7,  1774;  married  a  Miss  Bru- 
bacher,  of  Rockingham  County,  Va.  No  further 
information  of  this  couple. 

Isaac  Reed  b  Nov.  5,  1775;  d  Dec.  26,  1S47 ;  m  Re¬ 
becca  Prall,  whose  mother  wras  Mary  Stout.  De¬ 
scendants  live  in  Kentucky'.  The  History'  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Kentucky  show’s  Isaac  Reed 
a  member  of  rite  Presbyterian  Synod  ISIS. 

Henry  Reed  b  Nov.  25,  1780;  d  March  30,  1815; 


m  Elizabeth _ ;  lived  in  Tennessee. 

Benjamin  Reed  b  March  13,  1782;  m  Polly  Prall,  a 
sister  of  Rebecca  Prall  above.  Descendants  live  in 


Illinois. 


Sarah  (?)  m  John  Walling. 

Maria,  or  Rachel  (name  not  known  definitely),  m 
Keefer  (Kiefer)  ;  settled  in  Pennsylvania  on  the 
Reading  Wagon  Road. 

Catherine  m  Abraham  Schrack.  They  settled  in 
Philadelphia  about  1790  and  kept  an  Inn  on  High 
Street  for  years.  Their  son  was  Christian  Schrack, 
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who  founded  the  Schrack  Paint  and  Varnish  busi¬ 
ness,  still  in  existence.  He  also  left  some  fund  to 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  for  philanthropic  purposes.” 

Mrs.  Hess  further  says  that  tradition  says  that  the  father  cf 
these  nine  children  was  a  Quartermaster  in  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  War,  and  circumstantial  evidence  points  to  John  R.eed, 
quartermaster  in  Rawlings  Regiment  in  Maryland  (see 
Maryland  Archives,  Vol.  IS,  p.  159).  From  where  did  this 
John  Reed  enlist?  She  mentions  other  circumstantial  evi¬ 
dence  that  might  be  found  in  Winchester,  Frederick  County, 
as  Germans  founded  the  Lutheran  Church  there.  She  asks 
for  records  pointing  to  parents  and  birthplace  of  these  nine 
children. 

(Note:  This  is  the  same  family  recorded  in  our  old  Reed 
Bible,  but  Dr.  W.  H.  Reed,  a  historian  of  the  Reed 
family,  says  that  her  ancestor,  John  Reed,  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Capt.  Jacob  Peterman’s  Company,  New  Prov¬ 
idence  Militia,  and  served  as  a  soldier  throughout  the 
war.  And  Albert  H.  Gerberich,  of  Carlisle,  Pa.,  has 
located  the  marriage  record  of  John  Reed  and  Dorothy 
Rohrer,  parents  of  these  children  in  Berks  County,  Pa. 
John,  Maria  (or  Rachel)  and  Catherine  were  the  old¬ 
est.  I  do  not  know  the  dates  of  birth  of  the  daughters.) 

F.  The  above  Benjamin  Reid  (this  spelling  used  by  the  Illinois 
Reids)  m  Mary  Prall  (daughter  of  Garrison  Prall)  Dec.  24, 
1S09,  in  Woodford  County,  Kentucky'.  (These  are  the  grand¬ 
parents  of  Ida  Reid  Ashby.) 

1.  Caleb  Wesley  Reid  b  Aprii  30,  1815;  d  189S. 

'  2.  John  Prall  Stout  Reid  b  Sept.  1,  1S17;  d  about  18S1. 

3.  Benjamin  Prall  Reid  b  Apr.  7,  1S20;  d  Nov.  10,  1907. 

4.  Isaac  Hill  Reid  b  July  24,  1822;  d  Oct.  5,  1S67. 

5.  Charlton  Sutphin  Reid  b  Dec.  1 6,  1824;  a  Dec.  30,  1902. 

6.  William  Henry  Reid  b  July  26,  1827;  d  May,  1899  (un¬ 

married). 

7.  Maryr  Prall  Reid  and  Rachel  Ann  Reid  died  in  infancy. 

1.  The  above  Caleb  Wesley  Reid  had  four  children. 

a.  Henry’  Reid,  of  Cisne,  Ill.,  had  children. 

b.  Geo.  W.  Reid,  of  Albion,  Ill.,  a  doctor. 

1.  Emily. 

2.  Lorena 

3.  Nelson. 

c.  Nellie  Reid,  a  doctor. 

d.  John  Reid  moved  to  Indiana,  had  children. 
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2.  The  above  John  Prali  Stout  Reid  had  three  chil¬ 
dren  by  second  wife  Elizabeth. 

a.  John  Reid  (unmarried). 

b.  Francis  Reid,  lived  in  Chicago.  After  his  death 

his  children  were  brought  up  by  his  sister 
Annie. 

1.  Emily. 

2.  Charles. 

3.  Willis. 

c. '  Annie  Reid  m  Stephen  O'Donnell. 

1.  Edward. 

3.  The  above  Benjamin  Prali  Reid  m  Hannah  Willis 
(she  was  b  July  22,  1S21).  They  lived  near  Albion, 
Ill.,  and  had  fourteen  children. 

a.  John  Andrew  Reid  m  Mary  A.  McColum. 

1.  Ada. 

b.  William  Wright  Reid,  died  in  Civil  War. 

c.  Benjamin  S.  Reid  m  Mary  Ahlfield. 

1.  Frank. 

2.  Fred. 

3.  Eifie. 

4.  Hannah  M. 

5.  Ben. 

6.  Claude. 

7.  Flo. 

d.  Oliver  O.  Reid  m  Hannah  Curtis. 

1.  Mary  E. 

2.  Will  B. 

3.  Henry. 

4.  Navada. 

5.  Kate. 

6.  Lewis. 

7.  Edwin. 

S.  Vertice. 

9.  Bertha. 

10.  Lillie. 

e.  Mary-  A.  Reid  m  Isaac  Smith. 

1.  Will  C. 

2.  Olive. 

3.  Ira. 

4.  Clara. 

5.  Ada. 

6.  Ida. 

7.  Amy. 


9-  Richai  !.  10.  Ch.i'-:-  phcr 
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f.  Havilla  A.  Reid  in  Dora  Ahlfield. 

1.  Joel. 

2.  Jay. 

3.  Amanda. 

4.  Will. 

5.  Mary. 

6.  Mattie. 

7.  Dollie. 

g.  Francis  M.  Reid  m  Marrietta  Bunting. 

1.  Ellis. 

2.  Arch. 

3.  Myrtle. 

4.  Lalia. 

5.  Roy. 

h.  Horace  W.  Reid  m  Rosa  Chew  (live  at  Oak¬ 

land  City,  Indiana). 

1.  May. 

2.  Clarence. 

3.  Earl. 

4.  Clyde. 

5.  Roscoe. 

6.  Edith. 

7.  Ola. 

Clarence  Henry  Reid  m  Ida  Hurt. 

1.  Claude. 

2.  James. 

Richard  T.  Reid  m  Zora  Garrison  (live  at 


i. 


Cisne 

,  Illinois) 

1. 

Nora. 

2. 

Ethel. 

a. 

Edwin. 

4. 

Mabel. 

5. 

Maud. 

6. 

Ben. 

7. 

Fillmore. 

S. 

Roblcy. 

9. 

Mary. 

10. 

Willis. 

k. 


Christopher  C.  Reid  m  Lalia  Ashley  (live 
Richland,  Mo.). 

1.  Bessie. 

2.  Eli. 

3.  Flo. 
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4.  Clint. 

5.  Harr)\ 

6.  Jay. 

l.  Edwin  B.  R.eid  m  Bertha  Branson. 

1.  Oakley. 

2.  Roy. 

m.  Wright  W.  Reid  m  Martha  Smith  (live  at 

Wayne  City,  Illinois). 

1.  Lyman. 

2.  Lena. 

3.  Noel. 


n. 


Leigh  L.  Reid  m  Julia  M.  Bond  (live  north 
of  Albion,  Illinois). 

1.  Raymond. 

2.  Lora. 

3.  Victor. 

4.  Howard. 

5.  Fred. 

My  Uncle  Benjamin  and  Aunt  Han¬ 
na  Reid  lived  almost  a  mile  east 


of  West  Village  Church.  My  re¬ 
membrance  of  Uncle  Ben  is  that 


he  was  calm,  gentie,  and  very 
kindly,  but  he  must  have  been 
firm  as  well  as  kind  for  he  raised 


a  family  of  dutiful  children.  Aunt 
Hannah  always  seemed  frail: 
however,  she  brought  up  thirteen 
husky  sons  and  one  daughter  to 


'maturity.  Will  Wright  was  killed 


in  the  Civil  War,  and  the  others 
all  married,  had  children,  and 
lived  past  middle  age.  Some  are 
still  living.  Leigh  L.  Reic  lives 
on  the  old  homestead.  The  Reid 


reunion  is  held  each  summer  in 
Albion  or  vicinity,  and  these  sons 
would  love  to  get  together  and 
recall  the  pillow  fights  and  many 
pranks  played  on  each  other.  It 
was  at  one  of  these  reunions  that 
the  group  picture  was  taken. 
Uncle  Ben  lived  to  the  ripe  age 
of  S7  years. 


Wm.  H.  Reid,  Jr 


and  Sarah  [Smith]  Reid  and  Children, 
\lvin,  La vina  and  Ada 


(See  pages  79  and  SO) 
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4.  The  above  Isaac  Hill  Reid  had  one  son,  William, 
who  died  in  youth. 

5.  The  above  Charlton  Sutphin  Reid  (father  of  Ida 
Mary  Reid)  m  (first)  Lavina  Gill,  May  26,  1 S 53- 

a.  William  Henry  Reid  b  April  11,  1S54;  d 

Oct.  22,  1932. 

b.  Charlton  Frederick  Reid  b  Oct.  22,  1855  ;  d 

1858. 

c.  Josephine  b  Sept.  12,  1857. 

d.  Lavina  b  April  24,  1859;  d  Sept.  17,  1859. 

m  (second)  Sarah  Wilhemina  Fly,  June  23,  1861. 
She  was  b  March  14,  1843;  d  Sept.  12,  1915. 

e.  Almina  Alice  Reid  b  June  14,  1862;  d  Oct. 

17,  1864. 

f.  Maurice  Prall  b  Nov.  1,  1S63  ;  d  Oct.  25,  1864. 

g.  Amanda  May  b  Aug.  3,  1865;  d  Jan.  21, 

1910. 

h.  Levinus  Samuel  b  July  22,  1867;  d  Dec.  6, 

1885. 

i.  Ida  Mary  b  March  21,  1870. 

j.  Rossy  b  May  4,  1872;  d  June  1,  1874. 

k.  Clara  b  Jan.  1,  1875;  d  Jan.  22,  1877. 

l.  Lucy  Sarah  b  Dec.  17,  1876;  d  July  1,  1900. 

m.  Lily,  died  an  infant. 

(The  deceased  are  interred  in  West  Vil¬ 
lage  Cemetery,  five  miles  north  of  Al¬ 
bion,  Illinois.  Benjamin  Reid,  Sr.,  my 
grandfather,  gave  the  ground  to  West 
Village  Church  and  cemetery.  He  and 
his  wife  Mary  [Prall]  Reid,  and  sons, 
John,  Benjamin,  Isaac,  Chariton  and 
William  H.,  are  buried  there;  also  many 
of  their  descendants.) 

a.  The  above  William  H.  Reid,  son  of  Charlton 
and  Lavina  [Gill]  Reid,  m  Sallie  Smith, 
daughter  of  Captain  Smith,  near  Albion,  Illi¬ 
nois,  July  2,  1884,  by  Rev.  Hall,  minister. 

1.  Alvin  Reid  b  Aug.  29,  1885,  m  Etta 
Saxe. 

a.  Emory  Reid  b  Aug.  7,  1917. 

2.  Alma  Reid  b  April  9,  1SS8;  d  1895. 

3.  Lavina  Reid  b  Jan.  14,  1891;  m  Wil¬ 
liam  Saxe. 

a.  Merle  Saxe  b  March  25,  1912. 
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4.  Ada  Reid  b  Oct.  3,  1S93;  m  Cleveland 
Bond. 

a.  Ruth  Bond  b  Sept.  22,  1915. 

b.  Wilma  May  Bond  b  Mav  12,  1921. 

c.  Wm.  H.  Bond  b  October,  1923- 

d.  E.obert  Bond  b  Feb.  9,  1927. 

c.  The  above  Josephine,  daughter  of  Chariton 
and  Lavina  [Gill]  Reid,  m  William  Ahlfield, 
Nov.  11,  1SS3,  and  they  live  near  West  Salem, 
Illinois. 

1.  Mary  Wilhcmlna  Ahlfield  b  Oct.  17, 
1884. 

2.  William  Ahlfield  (Charlton  Wm.)  b 

Feb.  13,  1887;  m  Grace _ ,  Feb. 

28,  1920. 

a.  Harold  Ivan  Ahlfield  b  1921;  d 
Dec.  18,  1933. 

Donald  Willard  Ahlfield. 

Eloise  Wilhemina  Ahlfield. 

Erma  Jean  Ahlfield. 

Norma  Blanche  Ahlfield. 

Clyde  Allen  Ahlfield. 

Ida  May  Ahlfield  b  May  20,  1889. 

Henry  Herbert  Ahlfield  b  Mar.  15,  1892. 
Wm.  H.  Ahlfield,  Sr.,  b  Dec.  24, 
1S60;  d  1934. 

g.  The  above  Amanda  May  Reid,  daughter  of 
Charlton  S.  and  Sarah  W.  Ely  Reid,  m  Frank 
Smith,  son  of  Captain  Smith,  near  Albion, 
Illinois,  July  10,  1884.  (Frank  Smith  and 
Sallie  Smith,  who  married  Wm.  H.  Reid, 
were  brother  and  sister.) 

1.  Frank  Ely  Smith  b  July  15,  1S97;  m 
Eva  Tait  Nov.  5,  1919. 

a.  Mildred  Ruth  Smith  b  Aug.  31. 

1920. 

b.  Elmer  Eugene  Smith  b  April  5, 

1926. 

2.  Edith  Sarah  Smith  b  Dec.  11,  1899;  m 
Dale  St.  Ledger  Aug.  18,  1920. 

a.  Dorothy  May  St.  Ledger  b  April 
15,  1924. 

i.  The  above  Ida  Mary  Reid,  daughter  of  Charl¬ 
ton  and  Sarah  W.  [Ely]  Reid,  m  Samuel  Ash- 


b. 

c. 
a. 
c. 
f 

i  « 


o. 

A 


Wm.  Am.n-.u3  and  JosiiPiir.N'  K  i:> }  Ahijiildanix  uilmu-n, 
Mary,  Wm.  >  (  .  ,  •  \nd  Hrnry 
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by,  son  of  James  Samuel  Ashby  Sept.  19, 
1894.  They  met  at  Indiana  University  at 
Bloomington,  Indiana,  where  they  both  at¬ 
tended  college.  She  graduated  in  Liberal  Arts 
and  he  from  the  Law  School.  They  wrere  mar¬ 
ried  at  the  home  of  her  father,  five  miles 
northwest  of  Albion,  Illinois.  Walter  R.  Couch 
performed  the  ceremony  at  4  p.  m.  on  the 
veranda  of  the  house,  and  the  guests  filled 
the  front  yard.  There  wrere  about  three  hun¬ 
dred  guests  present.  Mary  Ardery,  college 
roommate  of  the  bride,  as  maid  of  honor, 
was  dressed  in  pink  satin.  The  bride  wore 
a  gown  of  brocaded  white  silk  trimmed  in 
duchesse  lace.  Nell  Dillon,  cousin  of  the 
bridegroom,  stood  beside  him,  and  she  wore 
black  satin.  Hollis  Weaver,  -who  was  to  have 
been  best  man,  was  unable  to  attend.  Mrs. 
J.  H.  Brill,  from  Pittsboro,  Indiana,  w-as  also 
a  guest  and  helped  in  the  decorations.  The 
bride’s  sister,  Amanda  M.  Smith,  with  her  as¬ 
sistants,  baked  seventy  large  cakes  for  the  oc¬ 
casion.  Ida  Mary  Reid  had  taught  two  terms 
in  the  Albion  High  School,  consequently  a 
great  number  of  Albion  residents  attended  the 
wedding,  in  addition  to  the  numerous  rela¬ 
tives.  One  uncle,  Benjamin  Reid,  had  thirteen 
jiving  children,  with  their  numerous  descend¬ 
ants. 

1.  Mary  Alice  Ashby  b  Dec.  17,  1895;  m 
John  L.  H.  Fuller  June  12,  1920. 

a.  ‘  Barbara  Mary  Fuller  h  Dec.  3, 

1921,  in  Newr  York  City. 

b.  Samuel  Ashby  Fuller  b  Sept.  2, 

1924,  in  Indianapolis. 

c.  John  Gilbert  Fuller  b  March  9, 

1929,  in  Indianapolis. 

2.  Sarah  Elizabeth  Ashby  b  June  23,  189S; 
m  Earl  Heassler  Sept.  2,  1922. 

a.  Elizabeth  Jane  Heassler  b  Aug.  16, 

1924,  in  Indianapolis. 

b.  Reid  Ashby  Heassler  h  Feb.  20, 

1925,  in  Indianapolis. 

Samuel  Reid  Ashby  b  Feb.  3,  1904. 
Further  details  of  the  children  of 


3. 


. 
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Samuel  and  Ida  Reid  Ashby  arc  given 

under  the  Ashby  family  record. 

1.  The  above  Lucy  Sarah  Reid,  daughter  of 
Charlton  and  Sarah  W.  [Ely]  Reid,  m  Enos 
Bond  Aug.  17,  1S93.  They  were  also  married 
on  the  front  veranda  of  the  home  of  Chariton 
S.  Reid,  a  large  number  of  guests  being  pres¬ 
ent.  Ada  Reid,  daughter  of  Wm.  H.  Reid, 
and  Mary  Alice  Ashby,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Ida  Reid  Ashby,  were  the  little  Lower 
girls.  Mary  Alice  Ashby  was  only  two  years 
old  at  the  time.  Again  there  were  many  large 
cakes  for  the  occasion. 

1.  Edna  Sarah  Bond  b  Sept.  15,  1399;  m 
Gilbert  Colyer,  son  of  Thomas  and  Lulu 
Colyer  and  grandson  of  Morris  Colyer, 
of  Albion,  Illinois.  They  were  married 
at  the  home  of  Enos  Bond  Sept.  7,  1922. 

a.  Dick  Colyer  b  February,  1924. 

b.  Mary  Colyer  b  March  13,  1926. 

c.  Carol  Ann  Colyer  b  Jan.  25,  1930. 

They  live  near  Albion,  Illinois. 

Most  of  the  descendants  of  Charlton  S.  Reid  are  still  living  in 
Edwards  County,  Illinois. 


Frank  E.  Smith 

and 

Edith  S.  Smith 
(See  page  SO) 


l 


: 

t 

i 


Frank  and  Amanda  [Reid] 
Smith,  Clarence  ; 
and  Frankie 

i 


Ely  Family 


Jacob  Ely  (grandfather  of  Sarah  Wilhemina  [Ely]  Reid)  m  Elizabeth 
Rauch,  and  they  and  their  relatives  lived  in  and  near  Reading,  Pa. 

A.  Catherine  m  Hoch  or  Hoke. 

B. 


C. 

D. 

T7 


F. 


Suzanna  m  Kindt. 

1. 

Samuel. 

2. 

Nathan. 

3. 

Adam. 

4. 

Sarah. 

5. 

Benjamin. 

6. 

Peter. 

Jacob  m  unknown. 

Nathan  m  unknown. 

Elizabeth  m  Bernet. 

1.  Molly  m  Zweigig,  lived  in  Reading,  Pa. 

2.  Mary7  m  G.  Henry  Heinly,  lived  in  Blanton,  Pa. 

These  were  of  Holiandish  origin,  and  were  known  as 
Pennsylvania  Dutch.  The  Elys  were  part  French,  which 
accounts  for  their  large  eyes.  They  were  meticulously 
clean,  and  their  front  steps  and  walks  were  scrubbed 
daily,  the  brick  walks  often  getting  a  fresh  coat  of 
redding. 

Samuel  Ely  m  Rachel  Hoch  or  Hoke  in  Pennsylvania  (grand¬ 
parents  of  Ida  Reid  Ashby).  Samuel  Ely  b  March  4,  1.812,  in 
Kutztown,  Berks  County,  Pa.;  d  Dec.  15,  1S78.  He  moved 
with  his  wife  to  Edwards  County,  Illinois,  about  1834. 
Rachel  Hoch  Ely  was  born  Jan.  20,  1809  "in  the  sign  of  the 
fish;"  d  1845,  leaving  four  children,  the  youngest,  Sarah 
Wilhemina,  being  two  years  old. 

1.  Samuel  Ely,  Jr.,  m  (first)  Laura  Mounts. 

a.  Albert. 

m  (second)  unknown,  and  moved  to  Missouri;  had 
four  children. 

2.  Elizabeth  Ely  m  Matthias  Weber. 

a.  Pvachci  m  Koertze,  and  had  four  children. 

b.  John  m  Ada  Dcischer,  and  had  several  children; 

one  daughter  Lucy.  He  lived  on  his  Grand¬ 
father  Ely’s  farm  in  the  northern  part  of  Ed¬ 
wards  County,  Illinois. 

c.  Sarah  (unmarried). 

d.  Timothy,  a  physician,  m  Della  Mason. 

e.  Philip  m  and  had  several  children. 
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f.  Stella  m  and  lived  in  southern  Indiana. 

g.  William,  a  physician. 

3.  Daniel  Ely  m  Anna  Shultz,  lived  south  of  Olney,  Ill. 

4.  Sarah  Wilhemina  EIv,  mother  of  Ida  Reid  A.shbv,  m 

*  *  *  ' 

Charlton  Sutphin  Reid,  lived  in  Village  Prairie,  north¬ 
west  of  Albion,  Illinois. 


Samuel  Fly,  Sr.,  moved  from  Pennsylvania  to  Edwards  County, 
Illinois,  with  his  first  wife,  and  a  few  years  after  she  died  he 
married  again,  but  there  were  no  children.  In  those  early  days  in 
Illinois  there  were  many  wild  animals,  especially  wolves  and  wild 
cats,  and  the  people  raised  their  sheep  and  hemp,  spun  their  yarn 
and  dressed  in  homespun  cloth,  and  many  of  the  women  dyed 
their  own  cloth.  Each  farm  and  small  community  was  almost 
sufficient  unto  itself,  and  those  were  the  days  of  real  neighborli¬ 
ness.  My  grandfather  Ely  went  back  to  Pennsylvania  (Reading) 
to  visit  his  peoole  and  he  went  dressed  in  "homespun/'  He  first 
went  to  the  home  of  an  aunt  (I  do  not  remember  her  name)  and 
she  hesitated  to  let  him  in.  In  Reading,  civilization  was  more 
advanced,  and  his  aunt  was  dressed  in  silk  and  living  in  a  well- 
furnished  house. 

My  grandfather  acquired  several  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
Edwards  County,  Illinois,  and  in  cultivating  it  he  employed  many 
of  the  German  immigrants  who  moved  into  that  community.  And 
later  many  of  those  immigrants  became  leading  citizens  of  the 
county.  The  home  produce  was  converted  into  food  and  preserved 
for  winter  use.  Home-made  hominy  was  made  from  corn.  The 
hull  was  removed  by  soaking  corn  in  lye  made  from  ashes,  then  it 
was  thoroughly  washed  and  cooked.  Whole  wheat  was  boiled  and 
made  a  good  breakfast  or  supper  food  for  the  children.  Vegetables 
were  stored  in  hills  made  of  straw  and  earth.  Hog  killing,  lard 
rendering  and  sausage  making  were  events  worthy  of  a  visit  from 
the  neighbors,  and  everyone  helped.  Molasses  was  made  from 
home-grown  millet  or  cane.  There  were  also  quilting  bees,  log 
rollings,  and  house  and  barn  raisings,  when  the  neighbors  came  in 
to  assist  and  have  a  good  social  time,  also  reveling  in  the  best  food 
obtainable. 
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My  grandfather’s  first  wife  was  Elizabeth  Koch,  and  his  sister 
Catherine  also  married  a  Hoch.  He  often  spoke  of  the  illustrious 
Hoch,  Hoak  or  Hoke  family  and  said  there  should  have  been  an 
estate  inherited  by  his  children.  But  his  wife  died  when  the  chil¬ 
dren  were  young,  and  he  did  not  keep  in  touch  with  the  family,  for 
he  had  come  to  a  new  country  where  there  was  a  struggle  to  get  a 
start.  Elizabeth  Hoke  was  probably  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Stanbaugh  Hoke  of  York  County,  Pennsylvania.  There  was  a 
brother  David,  a  prominent  farmer  of  York  County,  Pennsylvania. 
"The  Hoke  family  includes  some  of  the  best  and  most  substantial 
people  of  the  county."  His.  of  York  Co.,  Pa.  Vol.  2. 


PART  III 


ADDENDA 


The  Fuller  Family 

-- — ' - mOHX  L.  H.  FULLER’S  father,  Charles  Hector 


ml . 

f  j 


Fuller,  came  to  the  United  States  from  England 
as  a  young;  man.  The  Fuller  family  in  England 
is  a  substantial  county  family  coming  from 
Sussex.  John's  great-grandfather,  John  Fuller, 
born  about  17S0,  had  "nine  sons  and  two 
daughters;  all  nine  sons,  of  whom  our  grandfather  was  one,  were 
educated  at  Eton  and  Trinity  College,  Cambridge.  All  nine  had 
different  professions,  and  our  grandfather,  John  Charles,  was  a 
doctor,  although  he  wanted  to  be  a  soldier.  The  other  sons  were 
George,  Edmund  and  Francis.  The  names  of  the  other  five  I  don't 
know.  The  daughters  were  Harriet  and  Sarah.  Harriet  married 
Charles  Mortimer  of  Wigmore — who  trace  their  descent  in  direct 
line  to  the  Earl  Mortimer,  who  lived  at  Wigmore  and  who  was 
the  favorite  of  Queen  Eleanor,  and  who  was  beheaded  by  Edward 
III  in  1330.  Sarah  married  John  Wyatt  of  Norfolk,  large  land- 
owner.  Francis  had  a  daughter,  Dora,  who  married  a  Montefiore, 
and  on  the  death  of  her  husband,  who  left  her  immensely  wealthy, 
she  became  an  ardent  suffragette  and  socialist.  She  died  last  year 
(1933).  She  was  grown  up  when  her  uncle,  our  grandfather, 
married,  at  the  age  of  about  50,  Ida  Louise  Lockwood,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Major  Lockwood,  who  died  of  cholera  in  India  when  she 
was  a  baby,  leaving  her  in  charge  of  grandfather,  who  married  her 
when  she  was  fifteen.  .  .  .  Grandfather  was  in  the  Honourable 
East  India  Company  and  had  the  rank  of  surgeon-general.  He 
lived  in  Harley  Street  when  he  retired,  where  my  mother  and  your 
father  were  born.  He  was  in  India  during  the  Mutiny.  He  be- 

O 

longed  to  the  same  club  as  the  Prince  Consort  and  used  to  play 

O  1 

chess  with  him.  I  do  not  think  grandfather’s  father  had  a  pro- 
fession — he  evidently  was  very  wealthy." — From  a  letter  written 


/ 

/ 


Major  General  John 
Charles  Fuller 

(Surgeon  General,  Bombay  District, 
Honourable  East  India  Co.) 

Grandfather  of  John  Lewis  Hilton 
Fuller  (see  pages  86-S7). 


Left  to  Right— 

Charles  Hector  Fuller 
Barbara  Mary  Fuller 
Mary  [Ashby]  Fuller 
Rose  [Trusler]  Fuller 

(Yonkers,  New  York,  1923.) 
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by  Florence  Fuller-Neary  of  London,  England,  to  her  cousin,  John 
L.  H.  Fuller. 

In  a  Sussex  magazine  was  an  article  about  a  John  Fuller,  M.P., 
who  died  April  11,  1834,  and  was  a  great  figure  in  Sussex.  He 
lived  at  a  place  called  Rosehill  in  the  village  of  Brightling.  As 
John  Charles  Fuller,  grandfather  of  John  L.  H.  Fuller,  lived  at 
Rose  Hill  in  his  youth,  this  may  have  been  his  father.  An  item  in 
the  London  Observer  of  the  25th  of  March,  1934,  gives  excerpts 
from  "The  Observer"  of  March  23,  1834,  one  of  which  follows: 

"J.  Fuller,  Esq.  of  Rosehill,  has  invested  the  sum  of  £3,333  in  three 
percent.  Consols  for  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  a  Professor  of  Physi¬ 
ology  in  the  Royal  Institution,  Albemarle-street.  Fie  has  likewise  in¬ 
vested  a  further  sum  of  £3,000  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  accumu¬ 
lating  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  Royal  Institution.  These  investments, 
with  Mr.  Fuller’s  previous  donations,  amount  to  ten  thousand  pounds 
sterling.” 

"Since  our  grandfather  Fuller  at  the  age  of  50  married  his 

O  O 

ward,  whose  parents  had  died  of  cholera  in  India,  and  she  was  a 
girl  of  fifteen  when  she  was  married,  his  relations  were  so  incensed 
they  wrould  not  have  anything  more  to  do  with  him,  except  his 
brother  Francis  (Frank).  This  accounts  for  our  lack  of  further 
information. ,J— -From  the  letter  quoted  above. 

1.  John  Fuller  b  1780,  lived  at  Rosehill,  Sussex,  England;  had  nine  sons  • 
and  two  daughters,  among  them  the  following: 

A.  Charles  Edward. 

B.  Francis  m  unknown. 

1.  Dora  Fuller  m _ Montefiore.  She  died  1933. 

C.  Sarah  m  John  Wyatt,  of  Norfolk. 

D.  Harriet  m  Charles  Mortimer,  of  Wigmore. 

1.  Bessie  Mortimer. 

E. 

F.  John  Charles  b  about  1814;  m  Ida  Louise  Lockwood  about  1864, 
daughter  of  Major  Lockwood.  They  lived  in  India  and  London, 
England. 

1.  Charles  Hector  b  Oct.  18,  1S66,  London,  England,  at  No.  4 
Harley  Street;  m  Rose  Lilian  Trusler  January,  1894,  in  In¬ 
dianapolis,  Indiana.  She  was  b  Aug.  1,  1868,  at  Connets- 
ville,  Indiana. 


* 
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a.  John  Louis  Hilton  Fuller  b  Get.  24,  1894;  m  Mary 

Alice  Ashby  June  12,  1920,  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

1.  Barbara  Mar/  Fuller  b  Dec.  3,  1921,  New 

York  City. 

2.  Samuel  Ashby  Fuller  b  Sept.  2,  1924,  Indian¬ 

apolis,  Ind. 

3.  John  Gilbert  Fuller,  b  March  9.  1929,  Indian¬ 

apolis,  Ind. 

b.  Florence  Mary  Louise  Fuller  b  Feb.  4,  1896;  m  Carlos 

M.  Stockwell,  November,  1929,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

1.  Rose  Mary  Stockwell  b  Feb.  2,  1931,  Detroit. 

2.  Susan  b  June  4,  1932,  Detroit. 


c.  Gilbert  Hector  Fuller  b  Nov.  10,  1898;  m  Marjorie 
Stewart,  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wen.  R.  Stewart, 
of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  October,  1923.  She  was  b 
Aug.  19,  1900. 

1.  Betty  Louise  b  August,  1924;  d  an  infant. 

2.  Marilyn  Jane  b  Dec.  8,  1928. 

3.  Marjorie  Ann  b  Tune  3,  1930. 


The  above  Charles  Hector  Fuller  died  December  3,  1934, 
in  New  York  City.  He  was  cremated  and  the  ashes  scat¬ 
tered  over  the  ocean  which  he  loved. 


2.  Katie  (unmarried)  ;  d  1933. 

3.  Lily  3 

4.  Ida  all  died  in  childhood. 

5.  Edie  J 

6.  Florence  m  Major  Stephen  Neary  1890. 


a. 

b. 


c. 

d. 


e. 


f. 


S- 


Florence  Ann  Fuller-Neary. 

Ida  Norah  Fuller-Neary  m  James  Boyd  Robertson,  1931. 
Dora  Eileen  Fuller-Neary  (unmarried). 

Stephen  Almeric  m  1919. 

1.  Joan  Mavis  b  1921. 

2.  Valeric  b  192S. 


John  Terence  Fuller-Neary  m  Dorothy  White  1928. 

1.  John  Michael. 

Evelyn  Middleton  Fuller-Neary  m  Morag  Ada  Robert¬ 


son  1930. 

Doreen  Fuller-Neary  m  Vincent  Permane 
1934. 


December, 


(Note:  The  above  Major  Stephen  Neary  was  in 
the  44th  Essex  Regiment  and  was  decorated  for 
valor  at  the  taking  of  the  Takon  Forts  in  China. 
His  father  was  a  soldier  and  his  mother  the 
daughter  of  the  Primate  of  All  Ireland.) 
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7.  John  Fuller  m  Violet  Smith,  killed  in  action  Nov.  4,  1914. 

a.  Jenny  b  1915. 

(Note:  The  above  John  Fuller  was  on  leave  of 
absence  after  his  marriage  and  in  London  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  World  War  in  August,  1914. 
He  was  recalled  from  furlough  and  sent  to  Ger¬ 
man  East  Africa,  where  he  was  killed  in  one  of 
the  Erst  engagements  there.  He  had  previously 
served  in  South  Africa  during  the  Boer  War. 
His  nephew,  John  L.  H.  Fuller,  has  a  picture  of 
him  in  South  African  uniform  after  311  days  of 
continuous  campaigning.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
war,  he  was  a  staff  Captain  in  the  Indian  Army. 
His  daughter  was  born  posthumously.) 

8.  Dorothy  Mary  m  Marquese  John  Andrew  Brichieri-Coiumbi 
Dec.  28,  1908. 

a.  John  Stephen  Augustus  m  Valentine  Morris  1932. 

b.  Paul  Lewis  Andrew. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  life  of  the  above  Charles 
Hector  Fuller  which  appeared  in  the  Indianapolis  News  at  the 
time  of  his  death: 

"Hector  Fuller,  former  Indianapolis  newspaper  man'  and  official 
greeter  and  scroll  reader  for  New  York  City  during  the  regime  of  Mayor 
James  j.  Walker,  was  found  dead  in  his  Long  Island  City  home. 

"His  death  was  the  climax  of  a  colorful  career.  Fuller  was  a  sailor 
on  the  high  seas.  He  was  a  worker  in  the  ATrican  diamond  fields,  a 
newspaper  reporter  and  war  correspondent,  a  much-sought  publicity’ 
man.  He  was  a  confrere  of  New  York’s  play-boy  mayor  and  the  man 
designated  by  Gotham  to  welcome  visiting  celebrities  and  honored  per¬ 
sons.  Throughout  his  life  he  was  surrounded  by  friends,  but  he  met 
death  alone.  Police  found  him  in  the  kitchen  of  his  three-room  apart¬ 
ment  with  gas  pouring  from  the  kitchen  stove.  From  the  wails  of  the 
apartment  the  portraits  of  Walker,  former  Governor  Alfred  E.  Smith 
and  Queen  Marie  of  Rumania  looked  down  on  his  body.  He  left  no 
notes.  There  was  nothing  to  indicate  why  he  sought  death. 

"Fuller  had  a  wide  acquaintance  in  Indianapolis,  where  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  early  nineties  and  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth  cen¬ 
tury  as  dramatic  and  literary  critic  for  The  Indianapolis  News.  He 
served  as  foreign  correspondent  for  The  News  in  the  Russo-jananese 
War  and  was  the  first  outsider  to  get  into  Port  Arthur  after  the  sieee  of 
the  fortress.  The  Russians  promptly  arrested  him  as  a  spy  and  sen- 
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fenced  him  to  be  shot.  .His  life  was  saved  by  the  intervention  of  Senator 
Albert  J.  Beveridge  and  John  Hay,  then  secretary  of  state. 

"In  the  administration  of  Mayor  Walker,  Mr.  Fuller  created  the 
position  of  official  greeter,  scroll  writer  and  reader.  He  wrote  at  least 
100  scrolls  for  presentation  to  distinguished  visitors  to  America  and 
persons  whom  the  city  of  New  York  desired  to  honor.  After  visiting 
Europe  with  Mayor  Walker  in  1927,  he  wrote  a  book,  "Abroad  With 
Mayor  Walker,”  which  found  a  quick  sale. 

"Associates  of  Mr.  Fuller  during  his  days  on  The  News  recall  him  as 
a  brilliant  reporter  and  colorful  figure.  He  had  a  wide  acquaintance 
among  famous  theater  folk  and  writers.  He  was  described  as  a  ’sight’ 
reader  in  book  review  work,  reading  a  page  at  a  time,  grasping  its  mes¬ 
sage  in  the  second  or  two  required  for  many  another  person  to  read  a- 
sentence. 

"He  had  a  quick  temper,  was  an  exceptionally  entertaining  conver¬ 
sationalist  and  spoke  several  languages.  The  large  house  in  which  he 
lived  in  Irvington  during  his  long  residence  in  Indianapolis  is  still 
standing,  and  is  still  spoken  of  as  the  'Hector  Fuller  Home. 


r\r 
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This  is  inaccurate,  as  tine  house  referred  to  belonged  to  his  wire  s  aunt, 
Miss  Margaret  Simpson.] 

"His  decidedly  independent,  soldier-of-fortune  attitude  stayed  with 
him  to  the  last.  Time  and  again  his  two  sons  and  daughter  urged  him 
to  live  with  them,  but  he  steadfastly  refused. 

"The  Fuller  attire  was  outstanding  at  all  times.  He  dressed  in  the 
height  of  fashion.  He  liked  to  wear  spats,  and  he  seldom  was  seen  on 
the  street  when  he  was  net  carrying  a  yellow  cane  and  light  pair  of 
gloves. 

"In  one  of  his  last  visits  to  Indianapolis  he  addressed  the  Adver¬ 
tising  Club  here,  January  29,  1932. 

"His  first  appearance  here  is  recalled  by  a  member  of  Tire  News 
staff  as  follows: 

"  'Hector  Fuller  first  came  to  Indianapolis  in  the  early  nineties.  Fie 
presented  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  S.  Jcncks  from  important 
church  people  in  England,  where  the  Fullers  were  highly  connected  in 
the  armv,  in  business  and  the  church.  It  was  through  this  introduction 
that  Mr.  Fuller  came  into  contact  with  the  press.  He  was  employed  by 
tire  News,  and  it  was  instantly  apparent  that  he  had  great  energy  and 


capacity. 


"  ’He  coveted  the  most  difficult  assignments,  and  he  got  them.  He 
had  enough  knowledge  or  ideas  on  any  conceivable  subject  to  write  in¬ 
terestingly.  His  versatility  was  extraordinary,  and  no  topic  presented 


John  L.  H.  Fuller  and  Mary  [Ashby]  Fuller  and  Children 
Left  to  right,  back  row:  Father,  Barbara  Mary,  Samuel  Ashby, 
and  Mother:  Front,  John  Gilbert. 
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itself  in  a  newspaper  office  that  he  could  not  handle  entertainingly, 
from  a  police  court  item  to  a  prima  donna’s  concert.  It  was  this  gift 
that  enabled  him  to  establish  himself  later  in  New  York,  where  he 
found  a  ready  field  for  his  talents. 

"  'His  whole  life  was  dramatic,  pitched  to  a  high  key.  He  had  life 
in  abundance  and  constantly  sought  opportunities  for  real  action.  Con¬ 
sequently  he  was  eager  for  an  assignment  on  the  front  in  the  Russo- 
Japanese  war.  The  News  sent  him  as  a  correspondent.  His  letters  were 
brilliant  and  his  experiences,  as  usual  with  him,  were  extraordinary. 


"  'As  a  midshipman  in  his  early  English  life,  he  had  visited  the 
seven  seas,  and  the  blood  of  adventure  never  cooled  in  his  veins.  In 
his  friendships,  he  knew  someone  in  every  port.’  ” 


The  above  John  Louis  Hilton  Fuller  attended  grade  school  in  In¬ 
dianapolis  and  high  school  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  in  Indianapolis, 
graduating  from  Shortridge  High  School,  Indianapolis,  in  1913.  He  at¬ 
tended  Butler  University,  where  he  was  a  member  of  Sigma  Chi  fra¬ 
ternity,  and  in  his  junior  year  president  of  the  chapter.  He  graduated 
in  1917.  The  United  States  was  just  entering  the  World  War,  and  he 
attempted  to  gain  entrance  into  the  officers’  training  camp  at  Fort 
Benjamin  Harrison  but  was  rejected  because  of  baa  eyesight.  He  had 
been  offered  an  opportunity  to  get  into  the  college  training  class  of  the 
National  City  Bank  of  New  York  for  foreign  service,  which  he  ac¬ 
cepted,  and  in  August,  1917,  w-as  sent  to  Petrograd,  Russia,  w’here  he 
lived  during  the  Kerenskv  regime  and  the  Bolshevik  Revolution.  The 
majority  of  the  Americans  in  the  contingent  were  sent  home  at  the  time 
the  embassies  left  Petrograd  in  February,  1918,  when  German  troops 
were  only  a  few  miles  outside  of  the  city  and  were  expected  to  take  it. 
A  few  stayed  behind  to  carry  on  the  banking  business,  but  these,  too, 
were  compelled  to  leave  secretly  in  March  of  the  same  year  when  the 
city  was  threatened  with  burning  by  the  Bolsheviks  to  keep  it  from  ac¬ 
tually  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Germans.  The  bank  records  and 
property  were  taken  to  Vologda,  an  important  railway  junction,  where 
the  Embassies  of  the  various  allied  governments  had  opened  offices. 
There  the  bank  men  remained  to  carry  on  a  semblance  of  business  until 
July,  when  the  Czar  was  murdered.  Tire  embassies  were  compelled  to 
leave  because  of  the  expected  arrival  of  Allied  troops  from  Archangel, 
and  the  town  filled  with  Bolshevik  soldiers  prepared  for  battle.  The 
bank  men  were  given  twenty-four  hours  to  leave.  They  went  to  Mos¬ 
cow,  where  their  records  were  left  in  charge  of  the  Swedish  consulate, 
they  themselves  going  to  a  suburb  a  few’  miles  away,  remaining  there 
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for  some  weeks  until  permission  was  given  them  and  other  allied  na¬ 
tionals  to  gee  out  of  the  country.  They  went  to  Stockholm  by  way  of 
Haparanda  around  the  Baltic  Sea,  and  from  there  to  Copenhagen, 
where  three  of  them  remained  until  labor  permits  were  obtained  to  go 
to  England,  the  rest  of  the  party  returning  to  America.  John  lived  in 
London  from  December,  1918,  until  February,  1920,  working  in  the 
International  Banking  Corporation,  a  subsidiary  of  the  National  City 
Bank.  He  arrived  in  London  on  Christmas  Eve  and  spent  Christmas 
with  his  grandmother  and  his  step-grandfather,  both  of  whom  passed 
aw'ay  while  he  w'as  in  England.  Later  he  looked  up  his  cousins,  the 
Fuller-Nearys.  They  were  very  cordial  to  him,  and  he  had  many  pleas¬ 
ant  visits  with  them  at  Barnham,  in  Sussex.  Florence  Fulier-Neary  was 
employed  at  the  Finnish  Consulate  in  London,  and  he  grew  to  know 
her  well.  She  had  been  in  Russia  for  Eve  years  before  the  war,  passing 
through  Petrograd  on  her  way  home  at  the  same  time  that  John  was 
arriving  there.  On  his  return  to  the  United  States  he  was  married  in 


June,  1920,  going  to  New  York  City  with  his  bride,  thinking  he  would 
soon  be  sent  abroad  again.  However,  it  was  just  at  the  beginning  cf  the 
depression  of  1920-22;  many  foreign  branches  were  being  closed  and 
opportunity  for  foreign  service  was  airtailed.  He  resigned  from  the 
bank  to  take  a  position  as  Special  Assistant  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
Will  Kays,  for  a  short  time.  Lie  then  entered  the  employment  of  the 
Morris  Plan  Bank  of  New  York  until  1924,  when  an  opportunity  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Indianapolis  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Furni¬ 
ture  Company,  a  concern  manufacturing  bedroom  furniture,  presented 
itself.  This  business  was  early  affected  by  the  business  depression  start- 
ing  in  1929,  and  although  the  factory  kept  going  part  time  and  was 
taken  over  by  the  Governor’s  Commission  for  Unemployment  Relief 
under  the  "New'  Deal”  in  1934,  John  made  a  connection  in  August, 
1930,  as  agent  for  the  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society  on  a  part- 
time  basis.  In  April,  1933,  he  was  made  district  manager  for  Marion 
County. 

John  was  Master  of  Mystic  Tie  Lodge  No.  398,  F.  &  A.  M.,  in 
1932.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Scottish  Rite  in  Indianapolis,  an 
officer  in  the  Butler  Alumni  Association,  and  a  member  of  the  Columbia 
Club.  He  is  a  member  and  a  deacon  of  the  Central  Christian  Church, 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School,  and  superintendent  of 
the  adult  department  of  the  school. 


Irusler  Family 


HE  great-grandfather  of  Rose  L.  [Trusler]  Fuller, 
James  Trusler,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution, 
and  members  of  the  family  have  joined  the 
D.  A.  R.  through  his  service.  He  lived  in 
Amherst  County,  Virginia,  and  served  from 
June,  17S0,  to  Jan.  24,  1781,  under  Captain 


Ezekial  Martin  in  General  Steuben’s  forces.  After  the  close  of  the 
•war  he  lived  in  Washington  County,  Virginia,  and  moved  to 
Franklin  County,  Indiana,  in  1810,  where  his  descendants  are  sub¬ 
stantial  members  of  the  community7  near  Connersville,  Indiana. 
Two  of  his  grandsons  became  prominent  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 


Milton  Trusler  was  known  as  "the  father  of  free  delivery"  and 
was  head  of  the  Grange  at  one  time.  Another  grandson,  Nelson 
Trusler,  was  secretary  of  state  in  the  1870’s  and  also  United  States 
district  attorney  at  the  time  of  his  death. 


1.  James  Trusler  b  Nov.  7,  1755,  in  Amherst  County,  Va.;  m  Susannah 
Wilson  in  Augusta  County,  Va.,  in  1776;  d  Sept.  5,  1844,  in  Franklin. 
Count>%  Indiana.  Susannah  Wilson  b  June  21,  1755;  d  March  6,  1852. 
Both  buried  in  Franklin  County,  Indiana. 

A.  Samuel  Wilson  Trusler  b  July  9,  1795;  d  Aug.  4,  1846,  in  Frank¬ 
lin  County,  Indiana;  m  Martha  Curry,  whose  mother  was  a  Gor¬ 
don.  She  was  b  July  14,  1804;  d  Sept.  10,  183S,  in  Franklin 
County,  Indiana. 

1.  Nelson  Trusler  m  (first)  Salomi  Stanton  (she  d  about  I860). 

a.  Edna  d  young. 

b.  Pickney  d  young. 

c.  Preston. 

d.  Mary. 


(Note:  The  above  Nelson  Trusler  fought  in  the 
Union  Army  in  the  Civil  War,  and  was  a  Colonel 
in  the  S4th  Indiana  Volunteers.  On  his  return 
home  he  married  (second)  Elizabeth  Pumphrey. 
He  d  1878.) 
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e.  Salomi  m  Johnson. 

1.  Nelson  Trusler  Johnson  m  Jane  Thornton  Beck 

in  1931  in  China. 

a.  Nelson  Beck  Johnson  b  April  8,  1933,  in 
Peiping,  China. 

(Note:  The  above  Nelson  Trusler 
Johnson  was  appointed  first  U.  S. 
Ambassador  to  China  in  1935, 
after  having  served  as  U.  S.  Min¬ 
ister  to  China  1929-1935,  Consul 
General  in  the  Far  East  and  as 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for 
Far  Eastern  Affairs.) 

2.  Elizabeth  Johnson,  teacher  in  Cathedral  School 

for  Girls,  Washington,  D.  C. 

2.  Milton  Trusler,  father  of  free  delivery,  and  head  of  the 
Grange. 

3.  Gilbert  Trusler  b  1830  in  Franklin  County,  Indiana;  Major, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  Civil  War;  d  18S3,  Connersville,  Indiana; 
m  Sarah  Simpson  in  Connersville.  She  was  b  Sept.  23,  1S54, 
in  Fayette  County,  Indiana;  d  May  10,  1910,  and  is  buried  in 
Connersville,  Ind. 

a.  Estelle  d  at  age  2. 

b.  Harry  b  1858;  d  1890. 

c  Mary  A.  (Aunt  Marne)  m  Samuel  M.  Brundage,  In¬ 
dianapolis,  Ind. 

1.  Marguerite  m  Wm.  H.  Harbison,  Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 

a.  William. 

b.  Mary  Katherine. 

d.  Samuel  G.  m  first  Margaret  Carr. 

1.  Mary  m  John  Schomberg.  They  live  in  Holly¬ 

wood,  Cal. 

2.  Samuel  Gilbert,  Jr. 

m  (second)  Clara _ 

c.  Rose  L.  (mother  of  John  L.  H.  Fuller)  m  Chas.  Hec¬ 

tor  Fuller.  Their  children  are  given  under  Fuller 
family  record. 

f.  Robert  Nelson  and  Charles  Milton,  twins.  Robert  Nel¬ 

son  Trusler  m  Anna  Gates.  She  d  1918. 

Charles  Milton  Trusler  m  Louise _ 
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A.  Mary  Jane  Trusler  m  Dillon  Barnard. 

a.  Alice. 

b.  Nelson. 

1.  Estelle  m  Wilson.  They  live  in  Detroit. 

c.  Ida. 

d.  Eva.  . 

e.  Perry. 

5.  Thomas  J.  Trusler  m  Mary  Leach. 

B.  Sarah  m  Adair. 

C.  Edmund. 

D.  John. 


r^N  1859,  Dr.  Otto  Luessncr,  the  father  of  Ernest 
\5  ^ ^  XV  V  Theodore  Heassler,  left  Germany  with  his 

wife  on  a  ship  bound  for  America.  Ke  died 
on  shipboard  before  reaching  America,  and 
his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Emma  Caro¬ 
line  Haessler,  stopped  for  a  short  while  with 
her  brother,  Ernest  Haessler,  who  lived  in  New  York  City 
and  had  a  manufacturing  plant  there.  She  then  came  west  to 

O  1 

Berlin,  Wisconsin,  where  Ferdinand  Henry  Elaessler,  another 
brother,  lived  at  that  time.  There,  Feb.  11,  I860,  on  a  farm  about 
seven  miles  from  Berlin,  she  gave  birth  to  a  son,  Ernest  Theodore 
Luessner.  In  Germany  the  Haessler  family  had  long  been  prosper¬ 
ous  in  the  industrial  Feld,  owning  and  operating  several  Four  and 
potter\T  mills  in  the  city  of  Stuermuelle,  Saxony.  Little  information 
was  handed  down  concerning  Dr.  Otto  Luessner,  but  the  one  pic- 
ture  which  Ernest  Heassler  possessed  of  him  is  now  the  property 

JL.  JL  JL 

of  Ralph  Heassler. 

As  indicated,  Ernest  T.  Heassler,  whose  name  was  originally 
Luessner,  went  as  the  "Haessler  boy"  because  he  was  living  with 
his  .maternal  uncle,  Ferdinand  Haessler.  His  mother,  who  died 
before  he  was  seven,  of  the  results  of  a  head  injury  which  she  had 
suffered  back  in  Germany  and  because  of  which  she  had  worn  a 
metal  plate  which  had  been  set  in  Germany,  made  out  at  the  time 
of  her  death  a  chart  from  memory  of  the  pottery  works  in  Stuer- 
mueile,  hoping  that  her  son  could  use  it  as  a  means  of  identifying 
himself  should  he  go  back  to  Germany.  The  original  copv  is  in 
the  possession  of  Alton  S.  Heassler.  At  the  death  of  Ferdinand 

I 

Haessler,  when  Ernest  was  fourteen,  he  continued  to  keep  in  touch 
with  Flora  Haessler,  the  wife  of  Ferdinand,  but  he  started  to  make 
his  own  way.  He  at  this  time  started  spelling  his  name  Heassler, 
thinking  it  more  simple  and  Americanized. 

After  attending  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  E.  T.  Heassler 


Emma  THaessler"  Luessxer 


AND  SOX, 

Erxest  T.  Heassler 


(Below)  Parents  of  Earl  A.  Heassler 
(A:  time  of  marriage) 

(Right)  Axxa  Marie  [Fischer]  Heassler. 
(Left)  Erxest  Theodore  Heassler. 
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taught  school,  later  studying  telegraphy,  and  was  station  agent  of 
the  Wisconsin  Central  Railroad  at  Bancroft,  Wisconsin.  He  next 
took  a  commercial  course,  graduating  from  Northwestern  Business 
College  at  Madison  in  1881.  He  became  a  court  reporter  and 
afterward  a  bookkeeper  for  the  Milwaukee  Harvester  Company. 
Subsequently  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  International  Harvester 
Company,  with  which  he  continued  -for  a  great  number  of  years, 
filling  the  position  of  block  manager  until  retired.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  at  Madison  and  also  belonged 
to  the  Baptist  Church.  He  died  at  Madison  July  4,  1934,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four.  On  Dec.  25,  1SS7,  he  married  Anna  Marie 
Fischer,  pupil  of  his  during  the  time  he  had  taught  school.  There 
were  three  boys,  Ralph,  Henry  and  Earl  Albert  (christened  Albert 
Earl).  Henry  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  In  1897  Ernest  Heassler 
married  Mathilda  Sprecher.  Alton  Sprecher  Heassler  is  the  only 
surviving  child  of  this  marriage. 

Anna  Marie  Fischer  was  born  on  a  large  farm  in  Streudt  Kreis 
Ganders  Heim,  near  Hanover,  Germany,  in  about  1863.  the 
daughter  of  Christian  and  Hannah  Riemenscheider  Fischer.  It  was 
a  lar^e  family  of  the  German  Lutheran  faith.  In  1880,  at  the  a^e 
of  seventeen,  she  came  to  America  to  Madison,  Wisconsin,  with 
her  father,  Christian,  and  a  brother,  Gustave.  Her  father  returned 
to  Germany  within  a  short  time,  but  she  and  her  brother  remained 
and  were  later  joined  by  another  sister.  While  attending  school 
she  was  the  pupil  of  Ernest  Heassler,  whom  she  married.  She  died 
early  in  the  year  1896. 


A.  Ralph  Heassler  m  Katherine  Whitman.  They  live  in  Puyallup,  Wash. 

1.  Katherine. 

2.  Ernest. 

3.  Dorothy. 

4.  James  W. 

B.  Henry  Heassler  cl  aged  16. 

C.  Earl  A.  Heassler  b  Sept.  11,  1895;  m  Sarah  E.  Ashby  Sept.  2,  1922. 

1.  Elizabeth  Jane  b  Aug.  16,  1924. 

2.  Reid  Ashby  b  Feb.  20,  1928. 

D.  Alton  Sprecher  Heassler  m  Mabel  Farness.  They  live  in  Madison, 

Wis. 


' 


' 
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The  above  Earl  Albert  Heassler  was  born  September  11,  1S95,  at 
Madison,  Wisconsin.  He  was  baptised  and  christened  Albert  Earl 
Heassler  in  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  at  Madison,  Nov.  S,  1895. 
Later  he  was  baptised  Earl  Albert  Heassler  in  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
of  Madison,  Wisconsin. 

He  attended  the  Madison  public  schools  and  graduated  from  the 
Madison  High  School  in  1915.  He  entered  the  University  of  Wiscon¬ 
sin  in  1915  in  the  College  of  Agriculture  and  received  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science  in  1920.  While  at  Wisconsin  he  took  part  in  many 
student  activities,  being  a  member  of  the  Student  Council,  a  cadet  cap¬ 
tain,  Scabbard  and  Blade,  Alpha  Zeta  (honorary  Scholastic  fraternity), 
Edwin  Booth  Dramatic  Club,  Phi  Sigma  Kappa  fraternity  and  Wis¬ 
consin  Glee  Club. 

He  entered  the  United  States  Army,  May  14,  1918;  was  commis¬ 
sioned  in  August,  1918,  a  Second  Lieutenant;  honorably  discharged. 
May,  1919.  After  graduating  from  college  he  was  employed  by  Ar¬ 
mour  and  Company  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  until  1923  when  he  and  his 
wife  Sarah  moved  to  Indianapolis.  He  has  had  various  business  affilia¬ 
tions  in  Indianapolis,  being  for  some  time  a  real  estate  agent  with  the 
Union  Trust  Company,  an  agent  and  builder  in  his  own  name.  He 
affiliated  with  the  Equitable  Assurance  Society  about  1931.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Mystic  Tie  Lodge  No.  398,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  also  of  the 
Order  of  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  affiliated  with  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Christian  Church  on  moving  to  Indianapolis. 


/ 


Earl  A.  Heassler  and  Sarah  [Ashby] 
Heassler  and  Children 

Betty  Jane  and  Reid  Ashby  Heassler 
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